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"Is my team ploughing,
That | was used to drive
And hear the harness jingle
When | was man alive?"

Ay, the horses trample,
The harness jingles now;
No change, though you lie under
The land you used to plough.

From A Shropshire Lad by A.E. Houseman
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1. John Garrard of Crick, 1509AD (NR1 Book , F176)

In the name of god amen. The xvjth daie of octaberyere of our lord god 1509, | John Garrard of
Creke, hole of mynde and good remembraunce, makestgment in this wise.

First | bequeth my soull to almyghty god, to outylaeynt mary and to all the holy company of hevyn,
and my body to be buryed in the Church yarde optirésh church of creke aforsaid.

Item | bequethe for my mortuary as the manner efthvn is.

Item | bequethe to the modre church of lincoln #11]

Item | bequeth to Richard my son v marcs of lawfodiney of Englond.

Item | will that Joane my daughter have v markslisig, and my godes will strach so farre, when my
dettes byn paid, wich | put to the discression @mukciens of my wife.

Item | bequeth to every of my godchildren iiijd.

The Residue of all my godes, above not bequethggd & bequeth unto alice my wife, whom |
ordeyne & make to be myne executrice of this myywak, to dispose for the helthe of my soule astbe
may please god; and | will that John pabody be rsigm to oversee my forsaid legaces, fully
contented according to the premisses, theis maressyng viz. david Vaughan priest, John Jonys with
other.

8. Henry Whyghthed of Crick, 1516AD (NR1 Book A, F317)

[The right-hand side of this will has crumbled awa&yaps in the text have been interpolated where
possible, by reference to other contemporary wiltsere the wording is obviously very similar.

This seems to be a relatively rich man, judgindiisywery generous bequests to the church in Crick .
particular, the gift of 8 sheep, presumably todherch flock (the exact wording here is annoyingly
illegible), seems incredibly generous. Furthermtre legal wordings "... whom | make my executor
by these presents ...", and "... In witness whetedhis present | have set my hand ...", whieh ar
unusual phrases to encounter at such an earlyrdtite will of any common villager, also suggesitth
this man has a fair amount of wealth to disposeH#.is therefore almost certainly a prosperous
yeoman.]

In the name of God, amen. The 10th daye of Jutiiényere of our lord God 1516, | Henry Whyghthed
of Crick, hole of mynde and perfecte of memoryelaime and make my testament in manner foloing:
First | be quethe my sole to Almighty God [.......... .....], @and my body to be buryd in the dyard

of Sent Mary of Crick .

Item, | be quethe to the sayde church 8d.

ltem, [... coos e s ], 20 marks.

The residue of my goods, my detts payde, [....w. ........], | b€ quethe to William my sone dispose
for the welth of my sole as he thynks best, whamake mine executor by these presents, that this my
present testament [.... ....... oee.... ]

[In] wyttnes wher off to this present | have sett hand [and seale].

Whyttnes, [sir?] John [Churston?], William [P..séRjchard [......], with others more.

11. Jeffrey Rugbe of Crick, 1519AD (NR1 Book A, F365)

[Geoffrey Rugby seems to be another relatively welllo individual, with plenty of money to lay out
on bequests to the church and for his soul. Hbtseasy to guess at his occupation — the teroptti
just to assume that he was a yeoman farmer, ity not necessarily be the case]

In the name of God, amen. The 13th day of Mayy#a of our lord 1519, | Jeffrey Rugbe, of hole
mynd and memory, make my last will in manner arrdifo folowyng:
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First | bequeth my soule unto my maker allmyghtyd(zo the blessed ladye Saynt Marye and all the
company of heven to pray for me, and my body tbuméed in the church yard of St Margarett in
Creke.

To the mother church of Lincoln, 2d.

Also to every lyght in the church, 12d.

To the bells, 6s-8d.

To my wife Julyan Rugbe | bequeth £10, to her [..].

To a [priest] to syng a trentall for me, 10s.

To my brother Rugbe, 6s-8d.

Andtoevery[....... ... cuee ], 12d.

Item, to my daughter Helyn Smyth, 33s-4d.

And the residue of my goods moveable and unmoveaiilbequethed, | bequeth to my sone Thomas
Rugbe and my kinsman John [Garnle?], whom | makiecadayne my houlle executors, they to do
theyrwith as shall seeme the best to the welthyofawle to theys.

Overseers of my foresayd wyll, [.... ..... ] to lErfprmyd and obeyd and make my [chattleyn?], [sir?]
William Nutt and John Jamys, to have a [......d?]theyr labor.

Theys being wittnes, John Coolt, Rychard Kilwottbhn Myles, with others more.

12. John Atkynsof Crick, 1521AD (NR1 Book B, F15)

[John Atkyns proves to be a husbhandman of middiiegns. His gift to the church of an altar-cloth to
the value of 2 shillings is illustrative of the nyasmall bequests in goods that were customarilyemad
by rank and file villagers to beautify and imprdteir church, prior to the Reformation.]

In the name of God, amen. The second day of Fepmahe year of our lord 1520 [ie calendar year
1521], I John Atkyns, of hole mynd and good memargke my last wyll in manner and forme
folowyng:

First | bequeth my soull unto almyghty God, to tady Saynt Mary and all the holy company of hevyn
to pray for me, and my body to be buryed in therchwf seynt Margaret in Creke.

And for my mortuary as manner and custome ys.

Also | bequeth to the mothyr church of Lincoln, 4d.

And to the hye aulter of the fore sayd Seynt Maggyan aulter clothe of price 2s.

Item, | bequeth for a tryntall, 10s, the halffebdone at my buryall and the other halfe at the
[momyt?] mynd [......] at the mynd of my gostlyHat.

Item, to the Rode, 6s-8d.

Item, to our Lady lyght, 3s-4d.

To the bells, 3s-4d.

To the torches, 20d.

Item, | bequeth to Edmund Atkyns my sone, a cachwae, a pott and a pan, and 6 sheep.

The resydue of my godes moveable and unmoveableegpiethed, | bequeth to my sone Henry
Atkyns, whom | ordeyne and make my hole executertohdo theyr with as yt shall seme hym best
ordeyned for the welth of my soull and hys.

Overseers of this my foesayd wyll ...

[The will breaks off here; the last few words eantly continue on the next sheet, which is missing.
However, the above fragment gives all the most it@md content of the will.]

14. William James of Crick, 1521AD (NR1 Book B, F57)

[From the way in which his goods are split, we rdaguce that William James' first wife died not long
after they were married, leaving him with a young Robert and two small babies, and that he re-
married to a widow who already had three childrehes own.

That William James is still relatively young at tiime of making his will is confirmed by the fatiat

his mother is still alive. He is probably still fis 30s.]

In die nomine, amen. The 10th daye of Novemberytre of our lord 1521, | William Jamys of Creke
make my testament in hole mynd.

First | bequeth my sole to almyghtye God, our I8&ynt Mary and all the halowd in heven, my body to
be buryed in the chyrchort [ie church yard] of Grek
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Item, | bequeth to the church of Lincoln, 4d.

Item, | bequeth to the church of Creke, 10s.

Item, | bequeth to the hye aulter of Creke for @iyg tythes, 6d.

Item, | bequeth to the torches, 16d.

Item, | bequeth to 4 lyghtes in the same churcireke, to every of them 4d.

Resydue of my goods | gyve halfe to Margarete nfg véind to hyr thre chyldern; and the other hilfe
gyve to [Emmot?] my mother and Robert my sone,tartdo other children of my other wife; the
whyche Margarete and Robert | make myne executmdispose for the helth of my soule.

Witnes, John Malbe, Robert Vause.

17. John Turner of Crick, 15623AD (NR1 Book B, F155)

[In this account we see that there was at this dgegramme under way to collect funds to buyla be
for Crick church. Moreover, we learn that ther@svan image of St. Margaret in the church — notgrea
revelation, since the church is dedicated to Stgdiat of Antioch, but it all helps to give a more
precise picture of the inside of the church at thite.

The bequest of 6s-8d (1 noble) to the lord of tleon "for my harriott" is in payment of a heriot, o
fine, which is normally associated with passingtitie of a copyhold house from one occupant to the
next. We can infer, therefore, that John Turnes livang in a copyhold house, and his payment &f th
heriot is to enable the occupation of the hougeatasfer to his next of kin. Itis a useful stag and
gives us another standard by which to assess 8ie obliving at this date.

The statement "also for my corss present aftectiséeom and manner of the towne" refers to provssion
for his burial, more commonly referred to in theghs as the "mortuary"”.]

In the name of God, amen. In the yere of our IB#3, be it knowyn that | John Turner, sicke inyod
and hole in mynd, make my last wyll and testament.

First | bequeth my soule to God, to our Lady andltéhe saints in heven, my body to be burid i th
church yarde of Creke.

Item, to the mother church of Lincoln, 2d.

Item, to the bying of the bell in the church of K¥e40d.

Also to my 2 sonys Thomas and Henry, either of thédal.

Also to my daughter Agnes, a calfe.

Also | begeth 8d to by a light, and it to be [trai?] afore the image of saint Margaret in the chuwt
Creke.

Also | begeth 6s-8d to my lord for my harriott.

Also for my corss present [ie corpse/cross? présdter the custom and manner of the towne.

Also the residue of my goods unto Agnes my wifes f&ir to pay all my detts.

Richard Banbury, John Abbot, witnes, with othergeno

25. John Coleof Crick, 1528AD (NR1 Book D, F182)

[Here is an interesting variant on the usual foarafl thanksgiving to God for a sound memory — this
time we read "thankes be to Jesu Christe" — icatgis that the formula could in fact vary fromagjé

to village and from year to year, and moreover #tdhis time the formula was still fairly new, and
hence not yet established in its pattern.

The right side of this parchment is eaten away,ingaik impossible to decipher some of the text ...]

In die nomine, amen. The 9th daye of Septemb#raryere of our lord God 1528, | John Cole in the
parish of Creke and the diocese of Lincoln, holenghd and of good remembrance thankes be to Jesu
Christe, | make my testament in this wise.

First | beqweth my soule to almyghty God, and aulylseynt Mary and to all the holy company of
hevyn, my body to be buryed in the church yardeght Margaret in Creke.

Item, for my mortuary, as custome and manner is.

Item, | beqweth to the mother church of Lincoln, 4d

Item, | beqweth to the Rood lyght, 12d.

Item, | beqweth to our lady lyght in the churchd, 8

Item, to the bells, 12d.

Item, | beqweth to the church of seynt Margarefiake, a whette land [ie the wheat growing on one
land or furrow] uppon hotte hyll of Mychel's [gr.] grounde.
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| bequeth to George Cole my sone, a heyfer cow.ofdar], a [hainnars = harness?] of my shope and
all my [sholbyng?] [harness?] with [....] and [ghetts?].

Item, | bequeth to Rychard Colle my sone, my [.... o]

Item, | bequeth to William Cole my sone, a cowe aridafyer at his mother's plesure.

Item, | bequeth to Agnes Cole my daughter, 2 slaege2 lambs.

Ans also, that all my goods moveable and unmoveadti®equethed, | gyve and bequeth to Joan Cole
my wife, whom | [make my executor .... ]

[NB: the text of the will is incomplete, being dotued on a subsequent sheet of parchment. The
words in parenteses are estimated by the transcabe likely continuation.]

26. William Jonesof Crick, 1529AD (NR1 Book D, F225)

[A substantial area in the bottom left of this wilis been eaten away ... the text is hard to deciph
such places; and where text is guessed or estipate shown in parentheses.]

In the name of God, amen. The 8th daye of the thoofeAprill, the yere of our lord 1529, | William
Jonys of the parishe of Creke in the dyocese afdlim beyng in perfytt remembrance, thanked be our
lord God, never the lesse seke [and fearing thedelaof deth, | ordeyne and make my testament and
last wyll in manner and forme folowyng.

First | bequeth my soule to God, to our lady séyaty and to all the holy seynts in heven, my baaly t
be buryed in the church yard of seynt Margaretriek€ aforesayd.

Also | bequeth for my mortuary [after the custonited towne.]

| bequeth to my mother church of Lincoln, 4d.

I bequeth to the sepulchre lyght, [........ ]

[... ..] of Seynt Margaret aforesayéd.

To our [Iady lyght, 12d].

To the Rode lyght, 12d.

To the bells, 4d.

And also, the residue of all my goods not bequetfrag detts payd, my body] brought to the grounde,
my leagcyes [discharged and] payd, | gyve and kigoeAgnes Joans my [wife, and .... My] sone, the
which | ordeyne and make my [hole executors, theyispose for the helth of my sowll and ....

[NB: the text of the will is incomplete, being doned on a subsequent sheet of parchment. The
words in parenteses are estimated by the transcabe likely continuation.]

General Note:

In 1533 an important Act recited that "divers anddry persons... have studied ways... how
they might gather together into a few hands as grefit multitude of farms as great plenty of
cattle, and in especial sheep, putting such lasdkey can get to pasture, and not tillage," and

provided that no person should hold more than 2b@@p, or than 2 farms.
[Source: "Commons and Common Fields": Thomas Ed8arutton, 1886].

This legislation, and other similar legislation winifollowed it, will influence the way in

which land-ownership is conducted during the ergspisiges of these transcripts; we will see
that, below the level of the nobility, 4 categoridédand-workers emerge, in a clear hierarchy
— labourers, husbandmen, yeomen and "super-yeomand it is chiefly this last category,
referred to here as "super-yeomen" and comprispgiag gentry in these local villages, who
were responsible for the appearance of the lemislaf 1533.

Several attempts were made, from the late 1400s thigough to the 1600s, to limit and
restrict the actions of such men — though it wathaevery whole-hearted, nor did it achieve
much lasting success, since those most resporisitteeating the problem were also those
most involved in framing and passing the legistatio

The cult of the saints comes under persecution:
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e 11 Aug 1536: Thomas Cromwell, acting as Henryisé'egent in spirituals”, passes an
act in convocation abolishing all holy days durihg Westminster law terms or in harvest
time (Early July to end of September), except fier feasts of the Virgin, of the Apostles,
of St George, of St John the Baptist, and All Sairwidespread discontent ....

e Further injunctions of Cromwell: Catechism, LorBiayer and 10 Commandments now
in English not Latin; Bible in Latin and Englist be put in every church; clergy to
preach the royal supremacy. This in turn triggkesPilgrimage of Grace in October
1536.

* Increasing persecution in 1538. Further injunctiohCromwell — 1 copy of the newly
printed Bible to be put in the church; a sermorsinine preached each quarter on Christ's
gospel and not upon idolatry; B/M/D registers staeted, to be filled in weekly in
presence of the churchwardens; all lights to Wmguished, except rood, altar and
sepulchre lights. "If ye have heretofore declaegdur parishioners anything to the
exalting or setting forth ... of images, or anytsgaperstition, ye shall now openly afore
the same recant and reprove the same, shewing(#sethe truth is) that ye did the same
upon no ground of scripture, but as one that bleidg@nd seduced by a common error and
abuse crept into the church, through the sufferandeavarice of such as felt profit by the
same".

* Henry attacks the cult of the saints again in 1540

» Merging/abolition of church's lesser funds (eg @imtain candles before saints' images).

43. Henry Dunckley of Crick, 1538AD (NR1 Book F, F50)

[The Dunckley family of Crick is well documentealith 10 wills in this series between 1538 and 1701.
Interestingly, there are no Dunckley wills for asfythe other villages in this study group, implyitingt

the family remained in Crick throughout the peridtwill certainly be interesting to study thiméaily
group in more detail.]

In the name of God, amen. The 10th day of apndl ia the yere of God 1538, | Hary Dunkly in the
parish of Creke and in the [dicocese of] Lingcbtje of mynd and of good remembrance, [praysing?]
bee lorde God, [make] my testament in thys wyse.

First | bequeth my soull to al mytye [God] and tor tady saynt Mary and to all the hole company of
heven, my body to be buryd in the churche yarcaghsMargaret's churche in Creke.

| [bequethe] for my mortuari as the lawe requireth.

Item, bequethe to [the mother] churche, 2d.

Item, to the hye aulter, 4d.

Item, | bequethe to the [.....] lyght in saynt Maret's church in Creke, 1[2d?].

Item, | [bequeth to] the behove [ie behoof] of tmirch of saynt Margaret, [...d].

Item, [.... ...... ] of the [brooke?] on land of Bgrin whom [by .... ..... .... ] land of [.....] M®Waye.
And also | bequeth to my wyff [....]

[The residue] of my goods not bequethyd, my chabgese in [....] performyd, [I gyve] the one [hlalf
to [Roha..?] Dunckley my wyff, the other alfe af [....] chyldren, to be payd by hevyn [ie even]
porsyons by twyn them; [and] that yf any of themddparte to God, then | wyll that [they that] lyve
shall have there porcions of them that be gone,.[se. ....] them that be alyffe by even poraon
And also | ordenye [and make] my wyff my executaxdyspose for the helthe of [my soul, as she]
shall thynke best.

Theys men being witness, [..... .... Foster?], dfill Dunkley, Antony Hinckley, with others more.

46. ThomasJones of Crick, 1539AD (NR1 Book F, F51)

[There are sections illegible due to folds in tlaeghment; where possible these are estimated, as
shown in parentheses.

The mention of what appears to be a north por¢harchurch, at this early date, seems interesting.
leads to the speculation that the south door mag baen left without a porch to permit carrying of
banners and images in procession (as was geneustlgmary prior to the Reformation), but that the
north door was a smaller door fitted with a porghich was probably used as the "normal” entraree (i
on non-ceremonial days).
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It would appear that, in return for leaving money ffiepair of the north porch, Thomas Jones wishies t
be buried under the paved floor of the porch whénmended. Certainly his two gifts of 6s-8d each
for paving and mending the porch, totalling 13s-@&, generous donations. These bequests no doubt
allowed him the hope that his soul would be moealilg saved ...]

In the name of God, amen. The first day of Aprilthe yere of our lord God 1538 [ie calendar year
1539], | Thomas Jones in the parish of Creke anta@rdiacese of Lincoln, hole of mynd and of good
remembrance, thankyng be our lorde God, | makeesiaiment in this wyse.

First | bequethe my soulle to almighty God, to blessyde lady saynt Mary and to all the hole
company of heven, my body to be buryed in the njgyiche? = porch] of saynt Margaret's church in
Creke.

| bequethe for my mortuary as the [custom of theni).

[Iltem, 1] gyff leve to my mother churche, 2d.

To renewe [the] pavment, 6s-8d.

Item, to mending of the north [pyche? = porch] afrgt Margaret's churche in Creke, 6s-8d.

Item, [for the] lyghts in the churche of saynt Maret in Creke, 16d.

Item, to my sonnys chylde Thomas lonys, my grayt, md [six silver sponys].

Item, to Richard lonys his sohn, syx silver sponys.

Item, [to Edw?]ard lonys, a pot and a panne.

Item, to Alic lonys a pot [.... ..... ... ]

[ltem, to] Annes lonys, my wyff and to Ambrose Iany.. .... ....], whom | ordeyne and make my
executors, to dyspose [for the helth]e of my sodl theres, as they shall thynk [best].

[ltem,] I also bequeth to Ambros lonys [my] song;, m... .... ] howse.

Theys men beyyng wtyeness [to this my] last wylfcblas Flemming, my cosen [...... .... well], Henry
Myles, with other more.

50. John Banbury of Crick, 1540 (NR1 Book G, F58)

[There are 5 Banbury wills in this series of traiss — 4 for Crick and 1 for Ashby St Ledgersmay
be worth attempting family reconstruction for theck branch of the family.]

In the name of god, amen. The 8th day of Decentberyear of our lord god 1540, | John Banbury of
the parish of Crick and in the dyaces of Lincdlalle of mynd and syke in my body, make my last
wyll in manner following.

First | bequeath my soolle unto my maker allmyghggd, to our lady saint Mary and to all the holy
company of heven to pray for me, and my body tbdmyed in the church yard of saynt Margaret in
Creke.

Allso | bequeath for my mortuary as the ...... doeh.

Item, to the mother church of Lincoln, 2d.

Item, | bequeath to John Banbury my holdes[t] dbmg fee lands that lye in the ..... ....... afai,
fuly to him and his heyres ........ ........... ddhe ........ of my horsse, and allso my theyraf®] my cart
and plow, and all thyngs that be longyng to them.

| bequeath to Margerie[?] my daughter a gowne and and bullock.

| bequeath to Wyllym Banbury my son a coltt, 2 gfeepnd 20s of money.

| bequeath to Rychard Banbury my son a heiferesaegppe and 20s of money.

| bequeath to Alice Banbury my daughter a bull@kheppe and a ........

| bequeath to Thomas Banbury and Elizabeth Bantuutlye ...th 40s, and that they ....... to godtha of
the money shall remayne to the brethren and systerrbe and ...... by ...... persons.

The resydue of all my goods movable and unmovattehequeathed, my body brought to the ground,
my legassies and detts ysiemed[?], | give and kahue John Banbury my oldes son, whom | make
my holle executor, so to do as yt shall seem hist, fer the helth of my sowll and hysson both, this
....... beying wytnessed John Malbe, Rychard Kytlyowhom | make overseers of thys my last will,
that yt be performyd.

General Note:
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In September 1541 a separate diocese of Peterbboveagformed, and this removed from the
jurisdiction of Lincoln the counties of Northamptand Rutland; in 1542 Oxfordshire was
lost to the new see of Oxford.

52. John Malby of Crick, 1541 (NR1 Book G, F118)

[There are wills in this series for 3 members & kalby/Mawbie family of Crick in the period 1541-
1624; all are well-to-do husbandmen, and probaigynbers of the same family, passing on the same
inheritance, which may therefore be worth studyis@ group. The name does not occur in any other
village in this study group.]

In the name of god, amen. The 16th daye of Octobire year of our lord god 1541, | John Mallbye
in the parrish of Creke and in the diociss of Reterso, hole of mynde and in good remembrance
thanks be to our lord god, make my testament slyise.

First | bequeath my soule to allmyghtye god andupolady saint Mary and to all the holy company in
heven, my body to be buryed within the church y&r8aint Margaret in ........ aforesayd.

Item, | bequeath for my mortuary as the custom ys.

Item, to my mother church, 4d.

Item, | bequeath to John Mallby my son, 5 markes.in....

Item, to Elizabeth Mallby my daughter, 4 markes.

Item, to John Mallby my son, 40s, to Thomas Maliloy son a sokyng callsinth[?].

| bequeath to Thomas Mallby's 3 chyldren, every afithem a lambe.

Item, | bequeath to the .... ...... of saint Maegarchurch in Creke, 5s.

Item, to the sepulchre lioght 4d, to the Rood Lytogh to the torches 4d, to the bells 4d.

Allso | bequeath to Wyllyam Mallby my son, 4 of rogst horsses, my cart, my plow, my harrow and
all thyngs longyng to them.

Allso, all my goods not bequeathed, my debts phgdse and bequeath to Elizabeth my wyffe and to
Wylliam Malby [my son], whom | order and make myesexecutors, to dyspose for the helthe and
good bothe as they shall best thynk.

Being wytnessed by Nycholas Stormor my gostly fgthe... Lane, Anthony ...oby with others more.

69. John Hynton of Crick, 1545 (NR1 Book | F20)

[This is a significant document; it is the eadigstance, in this series of transcriptions, of aign of
the effects of the Henrician Reformation. Thiseds in several ways:

a) by the lengthy and fulsome appellation of Heasyamong other titles, supreme head of the church
in England and Ireland — but not France!

b) by the mention of Jesus, which is inserted aloédlde more usual Catholic spiritual formulae.

c) by the protective clause "as the law requirathtegard of the mortuary bequest.

d) by the curate signing himself as the scribeteNmoreover, the surname of the curate — Nicholas
[Flemmish??] — if this is really so, does his nanticate that he is of recent Flemish extractianwa
might expect to find in a priest who appears tanb®ducing a first few Protestant touches?

The subsequent Probate clearance, some 2 monghsheftwill was penned, is also the first instaote
a probate clearance in this series of transcriptiand contains useful guidance to the customary
formulae and phrasing]

In the name of god amen. And in the yere of owrd bod 1545, and in the rayne of owre susserayne
lord kyng Henry the Vllith of England Fraunce andrand, and over the churche of England and
Yerland supreme hed under god of the spirituality the temporality, the 3rd day of August, | John
Hynton of the parish of saynt Margaret in Creke amthe dyacys of Peterboroh, holle of mynde and of
good remembrans thankyng be to owre lord Jesukenmgy testament and last wyll in this wysse
folowyng.

First, | bequeth my soull to almyghty god and ta@ady saynt Mary and to all the holy company of
hevyn, my body to be buryed in the churche yarsaght Margaret in Creke.

| bequethe for my mortuary as the lawe requyreth.

Item, | bequeth to the mother church of Peterbadnd¥at.

| bequeth to the hey aulter 4d, to the bells ims&djargaret's steepul 40d, to the torches 4d,do0 th
sepulchre lyght 4d, to the rode lyght 4d | bequeth.

Item, | bequeth to my son John Hynton £5.

| bequeth to Alys my dowter 40s.
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And the resydue of all my goods movabull and unrbollanott bequethyd, | gyve and bequeth to
margaret Hynton my wyffe, whom | ordeyne and makehmole executrix, she to do as ytt shall seme
her best for the helth of my soll and hyrrs both.

These men beyng wytnesse to thys my last wyll, Aasd{Jones?] and Harry Myllys with other more.
Wryttn by me F. Nycolas ............., curat theyre

Probatius est pro coram nobis Tho Maumforth offigio... ipse 22 die month Septembris anno xvi ...
commiss... fut adminstratio et executoribus in @ed®minate et indebita in ris forma in rate salno

73. John Capel of Crick, 1547 (NR1 Book | F18)

In the name of god amen. In the yere of our Igoé 1547 and in the Rayne of owre sussrayne lord
kyng Henry the Vllith, of Englande Fraunce and ‘dad [Ireland] kyng, and over the churche of
England and Eyerland supreme hed under god ofdihéuslity and temporality. The 16th day of July,
| John Capell of the parish of saynt Margaret irkérand in the dyacys of Peterborowth, holle of
mynde and of good remembrans thankyng be owreJiesd, | make my testament and last wyll in thys
wysse folowyng.

First | bequeth my soll to allmyghty god and to evady saynt Mary and to all the hooly compenny of
hevyne, my body to be buryed in the churche yarshght Margaret in Creke.

| bequethe for my mortuary as the lawe requireyth.

Item, | bequethe to my mother churche of Peterbtr@al.

Item, | bequethe to the bells in Creke 4d.

Item, to the torches, 4d.

Item, to the rode lyght 4d.

Item, to the sepulchre lyght 4d.

Item, | bequethe to Marteyn Capell my son, a bdlok

The resydue of all my goods not bequethyd, evenghynestely dyschargyd, movabull and
unmovabull, | gyfe and bequethe to Margaret Capglwyffe and to Thomas Capell my son, whom |
ordeyn and make my hole executhors to dysspossay@oll and theyrs both.

Wytnesses to thys my last wyll, Wyllyam Wrythe afary Myles and wother more ...

Wryttyn by me S Nycholas Flemmish, curat there.

Probatius est pro coram nobis Thoma Maumforth wffin ... ipse 22 die month Septembris anno xvi

... commiss... fut adminstratio et executoribusadem nominate et indebita in ris forma in ratesal
funererius .... .... esse.

General Note:

Henry VIII remained a Catholic until the time othdeath and firmly refused to allow any
Protestant practices to be introduced into the €tubut it was different with his son Edward
VI, who succeeded to the throne in 1547. Edwarsl avboy of nine and the Government was
controlled by his uncle the Duke of Somerset, wias & Protestant.

On 21 February 1548 the Privy Council ordered &maval of all images from churches, and
in many areas anything that could be regarded anage was destroyed or defaced — wall
paintings, sculptures, tombs with Catholic inséoips, glass windows, embroidery and objects
of precious metal. Almost all ecclesiastical g@dd silver-work was melted down, and only

a few exquisite pieces like the Gloucester canidlesind the Ramsey censer and incense-boat
survive as reminders of what has been lost.

England was now in the grip of galloping inflatierthe consequences of devastating harvest
failures in 1550 and 1551, the ruinous costs of wad the debasement of the coinage which
had been the nearest that successive regimestsaogd-1540s could get to a coherent
monetary response to crisis.

General Note:

Extracts from the Patent Rolls (copy held at Birghiam Central Library):
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02-Sep-1547 (Edward VI, Vol ?? p??)
"In consideration of the manors of .... (list of i@&nors, mostly outside Lincs., incl
the Lordship and manor of Kyldesby Northampton3haad all the other lands by which
Henry bishop of Lincoln, by deed dated 26-Aug 1Hdginted to the king:
Grant to the said bishop ... ... ... (a quantifyother land and manors, all in Lincs.)
(11872, Hampton Court, 8 August)”
This first extract shows that the church in Lincelas to some extent compensated by the
Crown, for the seizure of its lands in Kilsby anses/here.

18-Apr-1549 (Edward VI, Vol 1l p374)
"The like, for £18-13s-4d, to John Zouche, knigbtd Zouche, and Dame Susan his
wife, to grant their manors of Barby alias Barougkland Blakesley, 120 messuages, 30
cottages, 1 windmill, 2 dovehouses, 3000 ac. 1206,ac. meadow, 300 ac. pasture, 200 ac.
wood, 300 ac. furze and heath, and £10 rent in Bar®nlye, Yelwarteoft, Blakesley and
Woodyend, to Laurence Casshe, clerk, and WilliatayRglerk, and the heirs of the said
Laurence, to be regranted to the said John and ISirsaurvivorship, with remainder to the
right heirs of the said John."
This second Patent Roll provides interesting infatiom regarding the size and contents of the
manor of Barby at this time. For example, the siz&oodland in Barby and Blakesley
together is stated to be 200 acres, which givdgeato the size of Barby Great Wood in 1549.
It is also helpful in interpreting the process ekdrtion of Barby's secondary settlement at
Onley. It suggests that the circular mound aEe®inarked on the archaeological survey as a
windmill) is more probably the remains of a doveedor we know from other documents that
Lord Zouch had a mill at Barby, hence there camawe been a second mill at Onley.
As for the two clerics named in the second Pateti{ Raurence Casshe (rector of Bulwick)
and William Ryley (vicar of Harringworth), neitheeems to have been ever actually
presented to the livings of Barby or Blakesley.

75. ThomasWest of Crick, 1551 (NR1 Book P F271)

[The West family of Crick features in 4 wills ihi¢ series, between 1551 and 1637. There may be
some value in attempting a family reconstructioimgishese documents.]

In the name of god amen. The yere of our lord Hsill, the 22nd daye of maye, in the 4th yere of the
raign of our soveraign lord Edward the sixth, by t¢race of god of England France and Ireland king,
defender of the faith [.... .... ] the [.....] [h&@jdf the churche of England and Ireland, that éffias

Weste of Creke within the countie of Northamptamslbandman, sicke in bodye but yet good & perfytt
in memorye & mynd thankes be geven to the imoatadl lyvyng god, do make [......] and ordayne this
my last will and testament in manner and formevgloge.

First | geve and bequethe my soule to almightie ¢gmdur lady seynt Marye and to all the celestiall
company of heven, and my bodye to be buryed irchhiechyarde of Creke aforesaid.

| bequethe to the poore mans cheste 8d.

| geve and bequethe to Richard Weste my sone myeteeart and cart geares, with all thyngs
appertainyng to all kynds of husbandrye, plouglagoWwe, with the store of all my goods movable and
nonmovable.

Item, | bequethe to Henry my sone £3 eithyr in nyooreelse in catell, and to be paid within a yend a

a day after my deceasse.

Also | geve and bequethe to Davyd my sone £3 ineyan ells in catell, and to be payd within a yere
and a day of my deceasse in lyke maner.

The rest and resydue of my goods unbequethed |@yeldequethe wholly to Richard Weste my sone,
whom | make my sole and full executor to disposs¢hto the pleasure of god and salvation of my
sowle.

And my overseers Thomas Mason, Thomas Kylworthxateler [.....].

These being wytness, F[ather] John Houghe curateedbame?], Ambrose Johns, Thomas Myles with
certane others more.

Proabtio fuit 28th April 1553 etc.
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76. Richard West of Crick, 1551 (NR1 Book M F124)

In the name of god amen. The 15th daye of Octwbie yere of our lord god 1551, | Rychard West
the elder, husbandman of the towne of Creke irctlumtie of Northampton, being of good and perfect
remembrance thanks be to god, doo ordeyne and thiskeny last will and testament in manner and
form following.

First | bequeath my soul to almyghtie god and mgyeoto be buried in the churche yarde of Creke
aforsaide.

Item, | gyve and bequeath to Margerie my wyff toupéo hir at my dysesse £5 of lawfull money of
Englande, and all hir owne goods which was browugttit hir at the tyme of hir marriage.

Item, | gyve and bequeath to Rychard West and pdse] West my childers by my saide last wiff, £5
to be equally devyded betwyne them, and in casalgag¢he other to have the holle.

Item, | will that my saide childer shall be kepfeeamy decesse if there mothers will untill they dble

to gett their owne lyvynge, at the coste of my solaw Robert Harborde.

The resydue of my goods and cattelle not bequeativdtand bequeath to Robert Harborde my son in
law, as more playnlye and at large dothe appeaedede of gift by me, dated, made and sealed @o th
sayde Robert Harbord the daye after this presentte.

The said Robert | ordeyne and make my full and egéeutor of this my last will and testament.

| witness whereof I, the saide Rychard West haterpuseale to this presente the daye and yere above
meyncyon, and the dede of gift above saide.

Provvyded notwithstandynge this same legace, s$#ide Rychard have reserved dewring my lyffe
tyme to be myne owne, one pyed cow, one bull he&fashyppe and 2 hyves.

Also provyded that | the saide Rychard shall haiféysient to spende at the hande of the saide Rober
dewring my lyffe.

Wytnesses Robert [Cosyn?] of Creke and John Hugtst,cAmbros Johns, John [Cosyn?], Lawrens
Cole.

Probatio fuit etc coram nobis Gulielmo Bynsleyegibus bach., octavo die mensis maij anno domini

1551. Comissa fuit administratio omni bonor digfuncti executori in eodem nomati, et debita inris
forma inrati salvo [mira?]. [Cui....... ] dat suigiio ... hac pte vtimi die et annis predictis.

79. Anthony Donkley of Crick, 1553 (NR1 Book M F59)

[We see here, that a plain hushandman could expée master of a sizeable amount of disposable
income; also that he could afford to raise andntaé a large family. It should be borne in mihdtt
the Dunckley family of Crick was well-establish@gdere are 10 Dunckley wills in this series, atirfr
Crick ) and hence had had the opportunity to buddheir wealth gradually.]

In the name of god amen. The 24th daye of Fehrinattie year of owr lord god 1553, | Anthonye
Donkley of Creke within the countie of Northamptamd in the dicoese of Peteroburgh, husbandman,
sycke in bodie but yet (god be thanked) perfetheforie and remembrance, do ordeyne and make
thys my my testament contaynynge my last will, ian@r and forme followynge.

Ffirste | bequeth my Soule to Almyghtie god, outyla saynte Marie and to all the celestyall companye
of hevyn, and my bodye to be buried in the churgarele of saynte Margaret of Creeke aforsayd.
Item, | will that Margery my wyffe and [Gnys?] mgrne occupye jointlye together the lease and
interest of my house with all thinge thereto belorge or in any wyse apptainynynge, with all other
profitte halffe throwghout, bothe within the howssd without.

Also | bequeth to Thomas my sonne the some of 86: 4d, to be delyveryd at the daye of his
maryage.

Item, | gyve to the same Thomas a colte.

Also | bequeth to Annie my daughter £6: 13s: 4dhaalelyveryd at the daye of hir marryage.

Also | bequeth to Jane my daughter £3, to be deygivat the daye of hir marryage.

Item, to Mary my daughter, £3, to be delyverydhat daye of hir maryage.

Also | bequeth to Elizabeth my daughter £3, to élg\bryd at the daye of hir marryage.

Item | bequeth to Alys my daughter £3, to be delysleat the daye of hir marryage.

Also | bequeth to Antonye my youngest sonne, off3eto be delyveryd at the daye of his marryage.
Further, yf soo fortune of the parties above redetdo dyssesse [ie decease] before the daye of thei
marryage to remayne amongste the rest of them b@indyve.

Item, | bequethe to Jone Mawbe a shypp and to Afjisegaughter a shipp.

And to any one of my god childerne, 4d.

Item, | bequethe to Julyan Whiteheede a shyppet@ady one of his childern a shypp.
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Item, | bequethe to Ysbell Hodgys a shypp, anditd@n Howghe curat of Creeke a hogrell*.

The rest of my goods unbequethed, my detts beyaige pny legace performyd and my bodye buried, |
gyve and bequethe wholly and fullye to Margeriewyffe and [Gnys?] my sonne whom | make my
executors to dyspose them to the pleasure of gddrenhelthe of my soule and all chrestyn soules
And my oversears [hereof?] Thomas Donkley, Robertkley my brethren and William Malbye of
Creeke.

These bearing witness, Sir John Howght curat o#dmee, John Donkley, John Banburie, Thomas
[Kylworth?], Robert Mawbe with certayne others.

[* A hoggrell, or hogerel, was a sheep of eithet after the first shearing]
P’bate fuit et per coram nobis Gulielmo Kyngleyegibs bag. 29 die mons maij ano dni 1554.

Commissa fuit administratio omni bonos ditti deftimxecut. in eode nominatis et debita in ris forma
inrate sulvo inic. [......... ] dal sub [......] quo [p...ta] ultim.... die et annis predictie.

General Note:

Extract from the Patent Rolls (copy held at Birniam Central Library):

06-Jul-1554 (Philip & Mary, 1553-58):
"Thomas Rogers to the vicarage of Assheby Leadédgar. Peterborough.”
Thus, a new priest (with catholic leanings?) wasoagied to Ashby Ledgers at this point.

84. William Whitehead of Crick, 1555 (NR1 Book M F65)

[Here also is a prosperous husbhandman — even radhas Anthony Donkley above. This will is also
interesting, in that, as in the preceding will ofli&m Bartell of Barby, it deals first with the baests

to the living before making the majority of bequsetst the church — except for a trivial token 2dhe

high altar.

Note, by the way, the reference to "Penny Paid 'Baitom the comments on p42 of T.E.Scrutton's
seminal work of 1886 on "Commons and Common Lanits&ems likely that this is a reference to a
balk of land within Crick 's open fields, on whiche paid 1d/annum per beast for grazing rightst— ye
Whitehead is granting rights on this land in hifi,vgio that he clearly has some form of ownership —
this ownership is a part of his rights of cow-conmpihis might suggest that Crick had enclosed some
of its cow-commons at this early date.]

In the name of god amen. The yere of our lordefg®b and the 15th daye of September, | William
Whytheade, parish of Creeke in the county of Nartpimn and dyocesse of Peterborow, husbandman,
sicke in body but yet of good and perfit memorie ge praysed, doe ordeyne, make and constytute this
my last will and testament in manner and fforméofeinge.

Ffirst | bequethe my Soule to allmyghtie god, adyle Saynt Marie and to all the celestiall companye
of hevyn, and my bodye to be buried in the chunarde of Creeke aforsayde.

| gyve and bequethe to the hyghe awlter of Creeke 2

Item, | will and bequeth that Rychard Whitehed &ay Whitehed my sonnes after my decesse to
............ and ........ joyntlye together theskeaf my farme.

Also | gyve and bequethe to Thomas Whitehed my esdi®nto be payde within a yere and a daye after
my decesse.

Item, | bequethe to Henrye my sonne other £5 tpayele within two yeares and 2 dayes after my
decesse.

Item, | bequethe to Margerye my daughter £5 todyalp at the daye of hir mariage.

Item, | bequethe to Julian my daughter other f5etpayde at the [daye] of hir mariage in like manne

| will that Henrye my sonne and Margerye my daughteve any of them within the yere after my
decesse 20s apece in parte of payment of theiesydoward the runnyng of their [stoke? stope?].
Item, | will and bequeth that yf it happen any of sayde childryne as Thomas, Henrye, Margerye and
Julian my daughter to decesse before they do mahgethe porson of that partie so decessyd to be
distributed equally amonge the reste being on lgwe,so [... .... ] amonge them foure.

Item, | bequeth to Willm my sone my russet cote tanohy godson his chylde an ewe and a lambe.
Also | gyve and bequeth to John my sonne a larithdéy and shortt beans and apece land on Penny
Payde Balk, and to any of hys chyldren a hogrgtiéce.
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Item, to John Kylworthe an ewe and a lambe.

And to Elizabeth Kylworthe an hogrell.

Item, | bequeth to Agnel[s] Kylworthe my daughteg®es and 2 lambes, and one of the oldest oke of
the [hyves?] in the garden.

Item, | bequeth to Elizabeth Tomson my daughtecemé# grasse in sand to make hyr a load of hay on.
Item, to John my sonne a hogrell.

Item, | bequeth to any of my god chyldren 4d apece.

Item, | bequeth towarde the byeng [ie buying] oieav crosse, 2s, and toward the byeng of a grayll
boote, 2s.

Item, | bequethe foure dosen of bread to be gymeinde[vyded?] amongst the poor people of Creeke at
the daye of my buryall.

Item, | bequeth to the torches 4d.

The rest and resydew of my goods unbequethed, thydé legace payde and performyd, | gyve and
bequeth wholly and fullye to Hye Whitehed and Dawy sonnes, whom | make my executors to
dyspose them to the pleasure of god and the hatttievelthe of my Soules, my father and mother, my
ffryndes and all christyan Soules.

And my oversears hereof Ambrose Johans, LawrenalsPTand Thomas Kylworthe.

These beyng witnes, Sir John Houghe, curat ofahges John Symons and Davy Myles with others
more.

[hogrell, or hogerel = a sheep of either sex dfterfirst shearing]

Probati fuit et per coram nobis Gulielmo Binsleyagibs .... 26th die mensie septembris ano domini

1555. commissa fuit administratio omn. bonos digfiuncti executoribus in eodem noimatis et delita i
ris forma in rate salva inre .......... ....... in.quo pte .... die et annis predictis

General Note:

* Heavy and prolonged rainfall produced disastrousdsts in 1555 and 1556, leading to
severe famine in England (and also throughout wiosorthern and western Europe).

» Hard on its heels came the worst epidemic of timucg — of influenza — ravaging most of
the country in 1557 & 1558 and possibly also hasteaon the death of Queen Mary
herself.

» It seems likely to the author that these evils wetdably all caused by atmospheric
fallout from a major volcanic eruption.

» Elizabeth took the throne in 1558. Harvests camthgood for the first 30 years of her
reign

This combination of appalling weather, failed hatvend epidemic disease is clearly the

background to the massive peak in the number &f fat the period 1557-1559 which
follows, and the transcript texts should be intetgd with this in mind.

89. Robert Harbert of Crick, 1557 (NR1 Book P F305)

[This will, though plain and straightforward, hasiae old-fashioned phrasing to it — presumably the
work of Father John Houghe the curate whose nampeasip among the witnesses. Note the way in
which one of the witnesses, a certain Leodgar Bgnbuvhose own will is also recorded in this series
of transcriptions — is named herein very delibdyads "Leodger of Banburie"; thus we see a perfect
example of how a placename-of-origin becomes asmamhame, and we also see that this habit was
still somewhat flexible as late as the 2nd halfhef 16th century. It may be added in passingttiet
forename "Leodgar" itself is a corruption of "Legdeus", the patron saint of Ashby St Ledgers ...]

In the name of god amen. The 7th daye of May atom 1557, | Robert Harbert of Creke within the
countye of Northampton and diocese of Peterborogsthandman, being sicke in bodye but yet of
good and perfect memorye (god be thanked) do madt@alayne this my testament contaynyng herein
my last will in manner and forme folowynge.

First | bequethe my soule to almightye god, ouy Isalynt Marie and to all the celestiall company of
heaven, and my bodye to be buried in the churcth gast Margarett in Creke aforesaid.
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Item, | bequethe to the highe alter of Creke fortemths, oblacyons and other duetyes not fully done
and paide at all tymes for the discharge of my ciems, 12d.

Item, | bequethe to William Harbert my sonne £1386swhereof £10 of the same to be paide at the
daye of his mariage and fyve marks to be paideinvityeare and a daye after his saide mariage [NB:
£13-6s-8d is 20 marks, which is evidently to bl jzes 15 marks + 5 marks].

Also | bequethe to Margery Harbert my daughter éepounds, whereof seven pounds of the same to be
paide at the daye of her mariage and the otheo B8 paide within a yeare and a daye after heesaid
mariage.

Item, | geve and bequethe to Agnes Harbert my yesindgaughter other £10, whereof seven pounds of
the same to be paide at the daye of her mariagéhanather £3 to be paide within a yeare and a daye
after her saide mariage.

The rest and residue of my goods not gyven anddikgd, my bodye reverently and decently buried,
all my legacies and other my gyftes paide and pewédl, | geve and bequethe to Alis my wiffe and
Richard my sonne, whom | make my full and true e of this my last will and testament, to
dispose them to the pleasure of almightie godh#ithe and welthe of my soule, my frends soules and
all christian soules; and the supervisor herepttfe due execution of the same, William Webbe my
son in the lawe.

These being witness unto the same, Sir John Hotgflage of Creke, Lawrens [Coole?], Leodger of
Banburie, William Wright of the same, with diverthers.

Probatio fuit 1st December 1557 etc.

91. Ambrose Johns (Jones) of Crick, 1557 (NR1 Book Q F7)

[Ambrose Johns (or Jones) is the eldest son amahtie wealthy yeoman Thomas Jones, whose will
dated 1539 appears earlier in this series, andaspeobably the grandfather of Edward Jones whose
will dated 1619 (see later in this series) is gmificant in the history of the depopulation of éwl
Ambrose Jones has been mentioned in several eailieras a withess or overseer. He is a very
wealthy husbandman (in fact, he should more acelyrae styled "super-yeoman"), with land in no
fewer than 3 parishes (significantly, this includ@&dey), and his will makes it clear that he fortyer
lived in at least one of the other parishes (it yaxbably Barby).

This will appears to have been drafted by a lawstrer than a priest — partly because it lacks mbst
the usual traditional bequests to the church, #swlzEcause it abounds with legal phrases whick hav
not been evident in any earlier wills in this serid transcripts.

Note also the bequests that he makes to Barby, WsknKilsby and Yelvertoft, and the reference to Si
Thomas Cave — this man is clearly well-connectetiafrstatus only just below the gentry.

Also note the very significant bequests for buyiregv church plate and ornaments — presumably to
replace what had been taken away at the Reformatiater the encouragement of Queen Mary's
doomed attempt to bring back the catholic churchrigland.

Finally, he leaves money for repair of a named iar@rick — Watts Lane, which is specifically st

to lead down to one of the fields — so that it sedikely that this lane was on the south/west sitiéne
village, bordering Kilsby parish; it therefore @igives a clue as to the location of Ambrose Jenes'
farm, which was probably fairly central within thidlage, and close to Crick church.]

In the name of god amen. The second daie of dememithe yere of oure lord god 1557, | Ambrose
Johns of Creke within the countie of Northamptod dioces of Peterborough, husbandman, sicke and
deceassed [ie diseased] in bodie but yet beinglefmynde and good remembrance thankes be to god,
do make and ordeyne this my last testament contaytherein my last will, in manner and forme
folowyng.

First | commend and bequeath my sole to almighdi gur lady saint Mary and all the celestiall
company of heaven, and my bodie to be buried irckheche or churche yarde of saint Margaret of
Creke.

Item, | bequeath to the hye aulter of saint MargareCreke, whereof | am now a parishioner, fone m
tithes and oblations by me forgotten or with-heiflany such be in the discharge of my soule.

Item, | will and bequeath to Elizabeth my wif, ally purchased lande in Creke or els wherever [ie and
anywhere else that | have any land], and besidethttd tenth and jointure of of all my free landies
Creeke, Barby and Onley, during her naturall lyithvinalff my goodes thoroughout, moveable and
unmoveable.

Further | will if it happen the said Elizabeth myfevto marry agayne, that then the said Elizabegh m
wife not to have any tenth of my purchased landtbeein Creke or els where, but only to enjoy her
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[dowage?] of all my free landes, and to have ofgogds £20 with her [clothes?], and to [depart?]
without any further interest either in lands or des.

Item, | will and bequeath to Thomas Johans my sathmy free lands in Creke, Barby and Onley, with
the lease and [tenemente?] of my farme that | neelldn, and the other halff of my goods moveable
and unmoveable equally to be divided between Thalobhans and Richard Johns my sonnes, as horses,
beastes, shepe and other cattell with all othegds belonging and appurtaining to all kindes of
husbandrie and howshold.

Item, | will and bequeath to Richard Johans my spall my purchased landes in Creke, which | lately
purchased of Sir Thomas Cave knight, to remayrkdsaid Richard Johans and to his heires for
evermore, after the naturall wi lyf death of Elizéto my wife.

Also | give and bequeath to Alyce Johans my daudi®®, whereof £30 of the same to be paid at the
daie of her marriage and ten pounds within a yéreosaid marriage.

Item, | bequeath to Elizabeth Johans my daughtend®es

Item, | bequeath to Wm [Irm....] my sonne in theda20 shepe, that is to witt a [le.... ..... ] myne
hoggwills, and to Agnes his wife 40s.

Item, | will and bequeath to 4 townes next adiongei to Creeke, that is to saie Yelvertoft, Winwicke
Kilsbie and Barby, severally to every towne | gés8d, to be distributed amongst the poore pedple o
every of the said parishes by the discrecyon addrasf two honest men in every of the saide
townships.

Item, | bequeath to Elizabeth Bailye 20s.

Item, | bequeath to William Baily other 20s.

Also to John Bailie in his case other 20s.

Also | bequeath towardes the buying of a new dradt 26s 8d, and towards the buying of a crosse 6s
8d, to remayne in the parish church of Creeke fmeanoriall and remembrance of me and all my
friends there to be praied for.

Also | bequeath towards the reparacyons of thewsjes in Creeke, that is to saie from my house down
towardes Wattes Lane and so to the fielde, 20s.

Item, | bequeath to every godchild 4d.

The rest and residue of my goods unbequeathed putig lecently and reverently brought to the
ground, any legacis and bequests well and trulgt pad performed, | give and bequeath to Elizabeth
my wife, Thomas Johans and Richard Johans my spmesn | make my hole and true executors of
this my last will and testament, to dispose thertiéowill and pleasure of of almighty god and te th
health of my soule, my fathers and mothers, myétseand all christian soules.

And my overseers hereof for the [....] executiotiaf same, Mr Robert Colin...son of Creeke and John
[Longhe?] curate theare, Richard Eltington of SHawey [brusman?] Richard Garrat and Lawrence
Cole.

These being witness to the same, Richard MylesmBisgMasbin?], William Harbert and Gmye [ie
William?] Doncklye, with others more.

Probatio fuit 12 die Maij ann dom. 1558, ... .dmanistratio cor. fug. fuit executori de salvo.énr

93. William Harbert of Crick, 1557 (NR1 Book O F3)

[Between 1557 and 1614 there are 4 Harbert wilthig series of transcripts — all from Crick, atid a
presumably relating to the same family. The farilg seems to be one of solid husbandmen, steadily
advancing towards yeoman status ...]

In the name of god amen. The 22nd daye of Jarindhe yere of our lord god 1557, | William Harbert
of Creke the yonger, husbandman, sicke and disséasmdie but yet of good and perfect
remembrance (god be thanked), do make this my pirésstament, reckonynge herein my last will, in
manner and forme folowinge.

First | bequeath my sole to almightie god, to @adié saint Marye and to all the holly company of
heaven, and my bodie to be buried in the churchéeyaf Saint Margaret of Creke.

Item, | bequeath to the high alter 8d.

Item, | bequeath to the belles 12d.

Item, | bequeath to the rode lighte 8d.

Item, | geve and bequeath to Roger Harbert my sonedron lannde cart and £4, with 2 paire of carte
geares.

Item, | bequeath to Ambrose Harbert my sonne £4csredpaire of [hard?] whelis {ie wheels].

Item, | bequeath to George Harbert my sonne £4.

Page 15



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

Item, | bequeath to Thomas Harbert my sonne £4 afted the deceasse of Alice my wife to have a
carte.

Item, | bequeath to Richard Harbie my sonne inake and to Jone my daughter his wife, to every of
their childer one ewe lambe

[This will breaks off in mid-transcript — it may Ip®ssible to locate the rest of the text ...]

103. Thomas Grene of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book Q F80)

In the name of god amen. The firste daie of Augiisthe yere of our lord god 1558, | Thomas Grene
of Creke within the countie of Northampton and éiee of Peterborough, being sicke and disceassid in
bodie but yet of perfytt remembrance and good mygutebe thankid, do make and ordeign this my
present testament contigning herein my last withaner and form folowinge.

First | bequeath and comytt my sowle unto almigbtd, our ladie sayny Marye and to all the celéstia
companye in heaven, and my bodie to be burieddrctiurche yard of saynt Margarett of Creke
aforesaid.

Item, | bequeath and will that Elizabeth my wiffdaihomas my sonne shall jointly occupie my ground
together with all my goods moveable and unmoveatnid,the said Elizabeth my wiff to be head
duringe her naturall lyffe.

Item, | bequeath to Agnes my daughter £8, to bé psifoloweth: first £4 to be paid at michelmaeraf
my deceasse or within 1 moneth after; and therd#do be paid at the daie of her mariage.

The reste and residue of my goodes unbequeathelbgayes paid and performed and my bodie
reverently and decently buried, | gyve and bequedtbily and fulley to Elizabeth my wiffe and
Thomas my sone, whom | make my trew and very exesuf this my last will, to dispose them to
god's pleasure and to the healthe of my sowle,atief and mother and all Christian sowles.

And the supervisors and oversears hereof for tieeedt@cucyon of the same, John Banbury of Creke,
Richard West and John Aley of the same towne.

Theise being witness to the same, Sir John Hougtsat there, Thomas Myles with certen others.

Probatio fuit 20 die Aprilis Anno dom 1559 ....cet

105. Robert Donckley of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book O F81)

[From the nomination of his supervisors and ovarsdeom Hillmorton, Willoughby and Barby, we see
that Robert Donkley of Crick moved in a circle Inaltside his own direct community. We have
already seen that the Dunckley family of Crick wagdl-established in the village over a long period
here we see that they also moved and were inflaleinta larger circle.]

In the name of god amen. The 9th daie of Augusthé yere of our lord god 1558, | Robert Donkley
of Creke in the countie of Northampton and dioagfdeeterborough, husbandman, being sicke and
disseased in bodie but yet of perfect memorie antembrance god be thankid, do ordeign and make
this my present testament contaynng herein mywaistin manner and form folowing.

First | comytt and bequeath my sowle to almightié gur ladie saint Marye and to all the holy
company of heaven, and my bodie to be buried irclthech or churchyarde of saint Margytt of Creke.
Item, | bequeath to the hie aulter of Creke 12d.

Item, | bequeath towards the reparacyon of thesld&lt.

Item, | will that Agnes my wiffe and John my sorstall jointly together occupie my farm during the
tyme of her wydowhood.

Item, | bequeath to Alys my daughter £5.

Item, | bequeath to Isabell my daughter £5.

Item, | bequeath to Henry my sone £5.

Provided if it happen any of my foresaid childrenfdyce Isabell and Henry to deceasse before they d
mary, that then | will any of them to be othersrhieiall suche cases, and the longer lyver to entbg
portion of the partie so deceassed.

Item, | bequeath to George Ffrenche a yereling calf

Item, | bequeath to John Donkley my brother a tusmt and a shepe.

The rest and resydew of my goodes unbequeathedegttgs and legaces paid and performed, | gyve
and bequeath wholly and fully to Agnes my wiffe aladhn my sonne whom | make my verie and true
executors of this my last will, to dispose thenthte pleasure of almightie god, the healthe of mylsp
my father and mother and all christen sowles.
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And the supervisors hereof for the oversight anel ekecution of the same, Thomas Donkley of
Hilmorton my brother, Wm Marriott of Willoughbie drRichard Ffrenche of Barbie.

Theis being witnesses, B[rother] John Houghe cwhtereke, John Donkley of the same, John
Banbury, William Malbye with divers others.

Probatio fuit 20 die Aprilis Ano dom 1559 ..... etc

106. Leodgar Banbury of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book O F84)

[There are 5 Banbury family wills in this seried ef them for Crick and one from Ashby St Ledgers.
Since Leodgar Banbury has a massive family witlfienger than 8 children, it is not difficult to
understand why the later Banbury wills in the 16@cate that the family is by then living in
somewhat reduced circumstances.]

In the name of god amen. The 9th day of Augustényere of our lord god 1558, | Leodgar Banbury
of Creke in the countie of Northampton and diocgfdeeterborough, husbandman, being sicke and
disseased in my bodie but yet of perfect memorieramembrance god be thankid, do ordeygn and
make my present testamente contaynynge thereimsbyll, in manner and forme folowinge.

First | bequeath and comytt my sowle to almightid gur ladie saint Marye and all the celestiall
companye in heaven, and my bodie to be buried mithé churchyarde of saint Margarett of Creke
aforesaid.

Item, bequeath to the hie aulter of Creke 4d.

Item, bequeath towards the reparacyons of the, elts

Item, bequeath toward the roode light 8d.

Item, bequeath to Richard my sonne £4.

Item, bequeath to Thomas my sonne £4.

Item, bequeath to William my sonne £4.

Item, bequeath to Robert my sonne £4.

Item, bequeath to Edmonde my sonne £4.

Item, bequeath to John my sonne 50s.

Item, bequeath to Alys my daughter 50s.

Item, bequeath to Leodgar my sonne £3.

All which goodes to be delyverid to the above-namgdies at the daie or daies of their mariages.
And further | will that if it happen any of my fasaid children to decease before the daie of their
mariage, that then | will the portion of that parsio deceassed to be equallie devided amongeststhe
being a lyve.

The rest and residewe of my goods unbequeathedetiys and legaces paied and performed, my
bodie decently and reverently buried, | gyve angueath wholly and fullie to Jone [Jane?] my wiffe,
whom | make my sole executrice of this my last wil dispose them to the pleasure of almightie god,
the healthe of my sowle my father and mother ahdhaistian sowles.

And the supervisors hereof for the due execucyadhetame, Lawrence Coole of Creke my neigboure.
Theis witness being Sir John Houghe Curate thaohard West, William Marriott, Robert Watte with
others.

Probatio fuit 20 die Aprilis Ano dom. 1559 ...etc

112. Thomas M ason of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book QO F68)

[This is another excellent example of a wealthybamsiman (or more accurately, a yeoman), with
plenty of money to dispose of, and with many betgubg which he plans specifically to improve the
whole community and the neighbouring communitigsnay be compared, for instance, with the 1557
will of Ambrose Jones, also of Crick .

There are other similarities between the two meills; for instance, the occurrence of the rather
uncommon forename Ambrose, and the friendship tf ben with the wealthy Cave family. And
finally, there is a strong hint that Thomas Masas previously lived in another of the local village
the statement "Creke, wherof | am nowe a parishighe

In the name of god amen. The 25th daie of Augughté yere of our lord god 1558, | Thomas Mason of
Creke in the countie of Northampton and dioceseeiérborough, husbandman, being of good and
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perfect memorie and in prosperous helthe god bek#th do ordeign and make this my present
testament contayning therein my last will in manaed form folowinge.

First | comytt and bequeath my soule to almightid,gur ladie saint Marie and to all the celestiall
companye in heaven, and my bodie to be buriedunctie or churcheyarde of saint Margaret of Creke.
Item, | bequeath to the hie aulter of saint Margafé&Creke wherof | [am nowe a parishioner?] for
oblacyons or tithes by me forgotten or [...... iy such be in the discharge of my testamentanh
falt, 3s 4d.

Also | bequeath to Ambrose Mason my sonne, fyfaanus of my goods besides his own stock not
accompted herein, wherof £20 of the same to bevdedyl at May daie next comynge, and the other £30
within the yere after my decease.

Item, | bequeath to Emma Cave £7.

Also | bequeath to Prudence Cave her sister, @&her

And if it happen either of them decease beforedbainarye, that the one with the longer lyver to
enioye [ie enjoy] the hole of the partie so decdase

Item, | gyve to any of my children's children asbea pece.

Item, | bequeath to any godchild 4d.

Item, | bequeath to Winwicke, Yelvertoft and Kilsbto any of these townshippes 3s a pece, to be
distributed by the discrete order of the curate thechonestie of every of the said townshippetheo
[use?] of their churches.

Also | bequeath towardes the reparacyon of thel&&Creke and the pointynge of the same 10s.
Item, | bequeath towards the maintenance of ths bh2d.

Item, | bequeath to John England 3 shepe, andyarhis wiffe the covring for a bed.

Item, | will and bequeath towards the mending eflire roade in Creke, that is to wytt between my
howse and the church, 3s 4d.

Item, | bequeath towards the scowring the [pond@rake hill, 2s.

Item, | bequeath to John Mason my sone 4 shepe.

Also | bequeath to [Badegunde?] Englande my semvamewe and a lambe.

Item, bequeath to Sir John Houghe curat of Crekieaggerell to pray for all Christian soules.

The rest and residue of my goodes unbequeathedgebtgs and legace paied and performed and my
bodie decently and reverently buried, | gyve anglue¢he wholly and fullie to William Mason my
sonne, whom | make my verie trew and faithfull setecutor of this my last will, to dispose them to
the pleasure of almightie God, the health of mylesamnd my father and mother and all Christian soule
And my supervisers hereof for the [......] exeautid the same, John Mason my sone, William Halli an
John Englande my sonne in the lawe, and for the@jinps herein every one of them to have 2s.

Theis being witnesses to the same, Sir John Hoogtze there, John Donckley and John Lawe with
sevral others.

Probatio fuit 2 die Marcij Ann dom 1558 .... etc

115. Richard West of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book O F89)

[There are 4 West fanily wills in this series —falm Crick, and dated between 1551 and 1637. It
seems likely that a family profile could be createdthis group.]

In the name of god amen. The 6th day of Octobénenyere of our lord god 1558, | Richard West of
Creke within the countie of Northampton and diocglsBeterborough, husbandman, being sicke and
disseased in bodie but yet of good remembranceearidct memorie god be thankid, do ordaign and
make this my present testament, tokynyng thereitastywill, in manner and form folowinge.

First | comytt and bequethe my sowle to almightid,go our lady saint marie and to all the celdistia
companye in heaven, and my bodie to be buried iwittie churchyarde of saint Margarett of Creeke.
Item, bequethe the hie aulter of Creeke 4d.

Item, bequethe towards the reparacyon of the befl€seeke 20d.

Also | bequethe and will to Agnes my wiffe the leas my howse during the yeres comprised in a pare
of indentures, if she kips her self widowe; andhié do marye, then | will she shall leave it t@iflas
my sonne, or to one of my children whom she shitlkie [mote?] for it, with my whole [farme?] with
all thinges that belong to all kynd of husbandrye.

Item, | bequethe to Thomas my sonne 40s.

Item, bequethe to Robert my sonne 40s.

Item, bequethe to John my sonne 40s.

Item, bequethe to Elizabeth my daughter £3 6s 8d.

Item, bequethe to Jone my daughter 40s.
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Item, bequethe to Isabell my daughter 40s.

Item, bequethe to Margarett my daughter 40s.

The rest and residewe of my goodes unbequethidiaetig and legaces paid and performed, my bodie
decently and reveerently buried, | gyve and beauetholly and fullie to Agnes my wiffe, whom |

make my sole executrix of this my last will, toglise them to the pleasure of god, the helthe of my
sowle, my father and mother and all christen sowles

And my overseers hereof John West my brother amdriBls Kylworthe.

These being witnesses to the same, F[ather] Jolgttocurate there, Thomas Mason and Wm Mason
with divers others.

Probatio fuit 20 die Aprilis Anno dom 1559 .... etc

118. Freemand Eton of Crick, 1558 (NR1 Book O F24)

In the name of god amen. The third day of Decenb#re yere of our lord god 1558, | Freemand Eton
of Creke in the countie of Northampton and diocgfdeeterborough, husbandman, being sicke and
deseased in bodie but yet of good perfect memoader@amembrance god be thankid, do orden and
make this my present testament conteyning hereitastywill, in manner and forme folowinge.

First | comytt and bequeath my soule to almightid,gur ladie saint Mary and all the holy compamy i
heaven, and my bodie to be buried within the chyandh of saint Margarett of Creeke.

Item, | gyve and bequeath to Mathew and Richardsannes the [tac..?] and interest of the lease of my
howse, jointly to occupie together untill Richarg sonne come to the age of 21 yeres, and then
Richard to have the whole occupiing to himselthatt tage if he lyve unto it. If he chance to deeeas
before that age, then the whole title to remayndathew my sonne and my legace performide out of
the whole stocke.

The rest of my goods | will shall be equally deddnd distributed between Mathew and Richard my
sonnes.

Also | bequeath to [Elinor?] my daughter £3-6s-8thé paied at the daye of her mariage.

Item, | bequeath to Julyan my daughter £3-6s-8aktpaied in [li...ast] at the daye of her marriage.
The residue of my goods unbequeathed, my legackdebts paied and performyd and my bodie
reverently and decently buried, | gyve and bequedtbily and fully to Mathew and Richard my
sonnes, whom | make my true and faithfull executdrthis my last will, to dispose them to the
pleasure of almightie god, the helth of my soulé alh christen soules, and my overseers hereof to
guyd my children untill thei come to lawfull yeretdiscrecyon, William Mason, John Myles and
Richard [Sowell?].

These being witnesses to the same, B[rother] Jalughk curate, Richard Banbury and Thomas Esson
with diverse others more.

Probatio fuit 19 die Octobris anno predicto .ic. e

140. John Beane of Crick, 156? (NR1 Book P F25)

In the name of god amen. Anno dom [the copy sdrdmomitted the year! We can therefore only place
it roughly in the 1560s] et decimo quarto die mewdsini, | John Beane of Creeke in the countie of
Northampton, husbandman, being sicke in bodye Ihatles of mynd, doe this my last will and
testament in manner and forme folowynge.

First | bequethe my soule unto almightye god andoogye to be buryed in the churchyard of Creeke.
Item, | geve and bequethe unto the pavement4d..]

Item, | bequethe to William my sonne £5[?], to ledivceryd at the age of 18 yeare.

Also | bequethe to Elizabeth my daughter £5, taéleveryd at her yeares.

Item, | bequethe to Richard my sonne £4, to besdeld at 21 yeares of age.

Item, | bequethe to Alice my daughter £3, to beveeyd at age same yeare.

Item, | bequethe to Emma my daughter £3, at lilerege

Item, | bequethe to Sybell my daughter £3, to Heveleyd at like yeare.

Item, | bequethe to John Beane my youngest sonyi® £ deliveryd at the same tyme before
apoynted.

And finally do | will [without?] [............ ] orany of my said children to be deceased before ¢hear
yeares so expressed in this my last will and testéntheir part to remaine amongst the rest to be
equally divyded amongst them.

The residue of my goods ...
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[NB: this will is not finished — the next pagethe original is lacking from the copy, and shouéd b
added to the transcript]

143. William M alby of Crick, 1566 (NR1 Book P F97)

[There are 3 wills for this family — that of JohraMy in 1541, the present one in 1566, and that of
Edward Mawbie in 1624. This testator is the eldest and heir and executor of John Malby of 1541.]

In the name of god amen. The 9 daye of Maye irytlae of our lord god 1566, | William Malby of
Creeke in countie of Northampton, husbandman, sitkedye and of good memorye, do ordayne and
make my present testament containing herein myléisand testament, in manner and forme
folowynge.

First | bequethe my soule unto almightie god makeall thinges, and my bodye to be buryed in the
churchyard of Creeke aforesaid.

Item, | bequethe the poore mans goffer [ie coffet]

Also | will that Alice my wiffe and John my son sh@yntly occupye the takes of my house togetteer s
longe as she doth remayne wedowe and soole. Aydhgppen the said Alice my wiffe to marye, that
then she to depart quyetly off and from the groand to have £20 and so to avoyd, leaving all tringe
movable and honmovable unto John my son.

| bequethe to Elizabeth my daughter £10 and 14 $10gg

Item, | bequethe to Philip my sonne £5, 5 eweslamtbes.

Also | bequethe to Richard my sonne £5 and 5 ewddaambes.

And others of them to be other heirs yf any of ttidrance to decease before they be maryed.

Item, | bequethe to Susanna my daughter £5 anceS and lambes.

| bequethe to John my brother £20.

Item, | bequethe to Jane my syster £5 and so lsrsip@ ys contented to remayne with Alice my wiffe
and John my sonne, to have her fynding with therd;\d not, to take her £5 and so quyetly to depart
them.

Also | bequethe to John Pultney my servant 3 hdiggre

Item, | bequethe to William [Danyel?] my godsonevee with a lambe.

The rest and resydue of my goods not bequethedegage payd and performed and my bodye
decently and reverently buryed, | geve and bequettidice my wiffe and John my sonne, whom |
make my full and true executors of this my last asld testament, to dispose them to the pleasure of
almightie god and to the performance of the workeharitie, compassion and mercie. [overseers??]
[Richard?] Myles, Guy Donkley and John Malby my they.

These being witnesses, Sir John Hough curat ofe;iRikchard Myles, John Donkley, Rich Harbert and
[George?] Cole, with others more.

Probatio fuit 12 die Aprilis 1566 etc. [ie 1567 thye modern calendar]

145. Thomas Kilworth of Crick, 1567 (NR1 Book P F41)

[The Kilworth family of Crick appears in many danants throughout this period. They feature in 4
wills in this series, in 1567, 1623, 1684 and 16%hd using the information in these wills, a famil
profile may be built up.]

In the name of god amen. Fourth daye of month afdd anno dom 1566, in this the 8th year of the
reign of our sovereign Lady Elizabeth, Quene oflBnde, France and Irland, | Thomas Kilworth of
Creeke within the countie of Northampton and ofdfexese of Peterborough, husbandman, sicke in
bodye but yet of good and perfect memorye thanks lged, do make this my last will and testament in
manner and forme folowynge.

First | bequethe my soule unto almightye god ancbogy to be buryed in the churchyard of St
Margaret of Creeke aforesaid.

Item, | bequethe to the poor men chest of C[redke]

Allso | bequethe to Agnes my wiffe and John my sotire takings and lease of my house and ground,
jointlye to occupye the same betwene them duriegyme of her wydowhode.

But if it happen the said Agnes my wiffe to maryaeg, or that she not agree with the said John my
sonne, that then | will she shall depart with thenfer, and to have the one half of all my goods
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movable and nonmovable, the teams [ie plough teamg]excepted, released unto John my sonne with
all kinds of things belonging to all manner of hastrye.

Item, | bequethe unto Elizabeth my daughter £l5etdelivered and paid at her daye of marying out of
the hole shared betwene my wiffe and John my soiihe. residue of my goods unbequethed, my detts
being paid and performed and my body decently aadrently buried, | give and bequethe to Agnes
my wiffe and my sonne, whom | make my executorsd Ay overseers are [.... ..... ..... ] William
Malbye and William Mason and William Preste.

These being witnesses, Sir John Houghe, vicar @éké, Henry Sherman, with others more.

Probatio fuit 4 die Novembris anno predicto ..c. et

162. Richard Stonley of Crick, 1580 (NR1 Book V F40)

In the name of god amen. The second daye of Nogemhhe yeare of our lord God 1580, | Richard
Stonley of Crick in the countie of Northampton andhe diocese of Peterburgh, husbandman, being
sicke in bodie but yet of good and perfect mem@Giiel be praysed, do ordeyne and make my testament
contayninge therein my last will, in manner anchierfollowing.

First | give and bequeath my soule to almightie Goal my bodie to be buryed in the churchyard of
Creike aforesaid.

Item, | will and bequeath to John Stonley my sottrgetakinge and the leases of the interest of [sin?
seisin??] and tytle which | have or maye have hyraaanes in the right of the said leases.

Also | geve to my other thre children, William, Rard and Margaret, fivetene pounds apeece, to be
payd unto them when they come to the age of 26Gegear

Item, | will that William and Richard my sonnes Bheave at the age of 21 yeares, either of them 5
pownds apeece in part of payment of the £15, tosvémel renewing of there [ie their] stocks.

Also | will that if Margaret my daughter be ruleg ber frends, she to have £5 besydes the £15 before
expressed.

Item, | will that if yt happen any of my said chiéh as William, Richard and Margaret, to deceasse
before they be 26 yeares of age, that then theqgoof that [...] so deceassed to be distributathéig
amongst the rest.

Also | give to Franc my sonne in lawe and to hiffeyi2s in money and one bullocke.

Also | give to his two children a hoggrell apeece.

Also | geve to Franc my sonne and his wiffe andhifleen theire fyndinge as they have and these 3
yeares last past, that is to saie meate, drinkeclatices, and the present of 12 strike of graynege
sowed, and he to have [thinreuse?] and 10 shempesns [ie grazing room on the commons for 10
sheep], and 6 strike of barley and 6 strike of peard so to contynewe and worke as he hath done
untyl the feast of St Michaell the archangel nexdugnge.

Also | geve Little a hoggrell.

The rest and resydewe of all my goods and chatiellsequeathed, my debts and legacies payed and
performed, | geve and bequeath whollie and fuiddhn Stonley my sonne, whom | make my sole
executor to dispose to the pleasure of God.

And | make my overseers Thomas Parkyns [or DarKyas® John Kylworth.

Witnesses to this my testament, John Hinckley, l#eéBherman, Thomas Parkyns [or Darkyns?],
Richard Maryat, George Cocks and John Atkyns.

Probatio fuit ... 17 December 1580 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad summum £47-4s.

165. John Dunckley of Crick, 1586 (NR1 Book V F250)

[The relatively new formula "renouncing all otheitlsvand testaments” (which first appears in th@2.5
will of Julian/Gillian Smythe of Onley, earlier this series) suggests that John Dunckley had made a
least one previous will; and since he is quitel veeto, this is very likely.

This man is almost certainly the eldest son of RobBanckley whose will appears in 1558 above, and
who therefore inherited most of his father's huslogn He is a fairly prosperous man — not in the to
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tier of yeomen farmers, but clearly pushing up tasahat status, as the value of his inventory
confirms.

The dedication of the soul is also decidedly nothGléic, and quite poetic. Note also that the $pell

of "Crick", in both the preceding will and this qregpears gradually to be changing (albeit with the
occasional lapse), from the old form "Creeke" whiels almost always appeared hitherto in this series
to a new and more clipped form "Cricke". It is plgnnot possible to pronounce these two quite
different spellings in the same way, suggestingaalgal shift in pronunciation.

Regarding pronunciation, we may also note in passirat the man's name "Leogar"” (derived from
Leodegarius, as in Ashby St Ledgers? — or fromdEll?), was generally pronounced "Liger"]

In the name of god amen. The seventeen day of®cin the six and twentieth year of the raigne of
our soveraigne lady Elizabeth, by the grace of GhedQueene of England, France and Ireland, defender
of the faith, | John Donckly of Cricke in the coignbf Northampton, being of good and perfect
remembrance, praysed be God, make and ordeynmyhisst will and testament, renouncing all other
wills and testaments by me before made whatsoever.

First | bequeath my soule to Jesus Christ who Wwatthed away all my sinnes by shedding of his
precious blood for my redemption, and my body tdbeyed in decent buryall within the churche or
churchyard of Creeke aforesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my wellbeloved wiifiee Donckly forty marks of good and lawfull
money of England, to be had at hir pleasure anddegthed at hir death as she shall thinke good.

And | will that my said wife Alice Donckly have miea drinke and clothing sufficient and necessary at
the hande of Thomas Donckly my sonne, his execusgirministrators or assignes during the wholle
term of hir life.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Elizabeth Doncklydayghter, two and twentie pounds of goode and
lawfull English money, that is twentie pounds at death and forty shillings to be paid unto herhat t
daie of hir marriage.

Item, I give unto Agnes Donckly my daughter two &wenty pounds of currant English money,
whereof twentiy pounds to be paid at the four amehty years of her age, and forty shillings atdag

of her marriage.

Item, | give unto my daughter Magdalen Donckly t@ounds, to be paid when she shall accomplish
the age of thirty yeares or at the day of her raggi

Item, | give unto Frances the daughter of my daemlsabel, now wife unto Liger Banbury three
pounds six shillings eight pence, to be paid umtiowhen she shalbe sixteene yeares of age.

| also will that if the said Frances departe outhig life before she shall come to the age okesire
yeares, that then the said legacy shalbe paidhertmother Isabel Banbury if she be then alivapif

to remaine unto her children.

Moreover, | will that if any of my aforesaid daugt Elizabeth, Agnes and Magdalen do deceasse
unmarryed or before their legacyes be paid or devie paid, that then all such legacyes as are unto
them and every of them bequeathed so deceassédeshaine unto my executors.

Item, | give unto my daughter Isabel Banbury twesttillings.

All the rest of my goodes moveable and unmoveabledebts being paid and my legacyes performed,
| give and bequeath to Thomas Donckly my sonne mvhoonstitute and make my full executor of this
my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand and caasedame to be subscribed, the day and year above
written.

Witnesses hereunto, Richard Garrett, John Miledljafi Mason, William Conley, Ambrose Mason
and Francis Johnson.

Probatio fuit ... 6 May 1587 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad summum £90-5s

174. Ralph Mungumbrie of Crick, 1588 (NR1 Book V F315)

[Another radically new Protestant style for theaaiuctory paragraph ... added to which, mentioning
God 6 times in the first 115 words of text mussbene kind of a record. Yet at the same time heelea
12d/year for the priest to say Ave Marias for luslsa Catholic gesture which by this late dateeis/
rare in this area — the last recorded bequestfging trentalls of psalms in any of these parishas in
1558, a full 30 years ago. We may perhaps ventudescribe this man as spritually confused ...

He appears to be unmarried and with no childremisdequests are all to siblings and friends.sThi
results in the mention of some useful names aratitots, such as "Ende Lane". It seems that William
Young had endowed a school in Crick (his courtéky"Sir" is merely a mark of respect from
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Mungumbrie and an acknowledgment of Young's higloeial status); and we also learn that 6s-8d
was deemed a fair sum to spend on a funeral (itH.the meagre 3s-4d left for burial in Crick het
will of Wm Clarke, Item 147 in this series). Hisventory extends to £12-5s, of which he gives away
over £8 in bequests, so apparently his brother Hsotoes not stand to inherit much ...]

In the name of god amen. The seven and twentattofiINovember in the one and thirtieth yeare of
the rayne of our sovereign ladye Elizabeth, bygitaee of God of England France and Ireland Queene,
defender of the faith, and in the yeare of our Gt 1588, | Ralph Mungumbrie of Creeke in the
countie of Northampton, shepherd, sicke in bodtedbperfect remembrance thanks be to allmightie
God, in the name of the eternall living God thdéaif the sonne and the holie ghost in whose name |
was baptised, make this my last will and testanmentanner and forme as followeth.

First | bequeath my soule unto God my alone [i.g.omly] creator, saviour and sanctifier, and my
bodie to be buried in decent buriall.

Allso | give to the poore inhabitants within therigh of Creek 10s, to be devided amongst themeat th
discretion of Mr Sharrock parsone of Creek andctingrchwardens of the same.

Allso | give unto the poare inhabitants of Barby 18t the discretion of Mr Fford parsone of Barhy a
the churchwardens of the same.

Allso | give unto Sir Younges [Schoolein?] of Crezk

Allso | give unto Mr John Sharrock for Ave Maria®dla yeere.

Allso | give unto my unkle John Mungumbrie of Hilbmion twentie shillings.

Allso | give unto my sister Elizabeth Mungumbrieotwounds sixteen shillings eightpence.

Allso | give unto Mr Henry Mungumbrie of Barby 30s.

Allso | give unto William Mungumbrie my brother Bfarby 40s.

Allso | give unto Richard Banburie of Creek in {Ede Lane?] 3s.

Allso | give unto Richard Jones and Thos [Pail@&®hpeece.

Allso | will that there be spent at my funerall 8g-

All the rest of my goods and catells not bequegthemeable and unmoveable whatsoever, my debts
being paid and my legacies discharged, | give @itmmas Mungumbrie of Barby, my brother, whom
after my last will and testament | make and ordenyewhole executor.

In withness whereof | the said Ralfe Mungumbrie heaesed my name to be inscribed, the day and
yeare first above written.

These being witnesses, Giles Sharrock, William Ygajrdohn Ffowrd.

Probatio fuit ... 8 Jan 1588 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad summum £12-5s.

General Note:

» Heavy and prolonged rainfall produced a successialisastrous harvests between 1594
and 1598, leading to famine conditions again inl&mdg for the first time since the 1550s.

* Itwas followed, as in the 1550s, by increasedd@cces of disease and starvation.

* By 1596 the price of grain was almost quadruplda %32 level.

« This combination of bad weather, failed harvest disdase helps to explain the rise in the
annual number of wills for the period 1598-1602 etthiollows (though the peak in this
locality is not so marked as that of the 155050, thie transcript texts should be
interpreted with this in mind.

187. William Clarke of Crick, 1598 (NR1 Book W F41)

[The detailed and explicit instructions in this hedl give a most useful glimpse into the interlayout
and furnishings of William Clarke's house. As altley man, William Clarke must have occupied one
of the village's larger houses. A useful comparisay therefore be made with the later 1674 Hearth
Tax record, which shows that, some 77 years ditemill was drafted, one Edward Clarke was living

in a 3-hearth house in Crick — though it shoulchbted that in 1674 as many as 17 other families in
Crick were living in houses of the same or largjee, with 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8 hearths respectively $ee
that by 1674 Crick was a more wealthy village canegd with its near neighbours). From the phrasing,
it seems possible that this will was drafted bylécgor rather than a priest. Also note thatras time
overseers were still being appointed in the witls@rick — in marked contrast to the contemporary
situation in Kilshy, see also General Note above.]
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In the name of god amen. The six and twentiethadayarch, | William Clarke of Creake in the

county of Northampton, husbandman, beings sickmiy but of good and perfect remembrance, laude
and prayse be given to almightie God thereforedamake and ordayne this my last will and
testament in manner and forme following.

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hari@gdmightie God my maker and redemer, and my
body to be buried in the churche of Creake afodegar which | give to the said church three shis

and foure pence.

Item, | give unto my sonne William Clarke one hwedipoundes, fiftie to be paid unto him within one
yeare after my deceasse, the other fyftie twelvemoaxt ensuing.

Also | give unto him a table and the frame in thelgr, the better bedstead that is now standirigen
highe chamber, a matrese and a bolster, a pagiecgfes, a blanket, a hillinge, and the brassenpgtt
the hall dore.

Item, | give unto my daughter An Clearke one huddreundes, to be paid unto her within three yeares
after my deceasse.

Also | give unto her a christning sheet and the hiléng

And if it happen that eyther of these my aforesdidtdren, viz. William or An Clarke, do departedie
before their marriage, then he or she shall giveunto ............cccooooill three sonnes, viz.
John, Edward and Thomas.

Moreover, | will that my wyfe remaine with my sondehn, whom he shall leave in house and
maintaine in honest and decent manner, and prayaicarefull guide for her, using her reverently as
his mother, [dystring?] her as well as he doth kifpsluring her naturall lyfe, allowing her twentie
shillings to bestow at her death uppon or whatsosive pleaseth.

Item, | give unto the six children of my father Eahdt Clarke a lambe apeece, to be delivered unto the
at Martlemas next coming after my deceasse.

Item, | give unto William Clarke the sonne of Tha@larke, to be delivered unto him at the same
time, viz. marts [i.e. Martlemas].

Item, | give my house and all my land to John Gamky eldest sonne and to the heires males of his
body lawfullie begotten; and for want of issue enaf his body, to the heires males of my sonne
William Clarke; and for want of heires males oflMdim Clarke, to the heires males of Edward and
Thomas Clarke my sonnes; provided always thalisaid sonne John Clarke die leaving no heire
male, then my will is that heire whosoever he shalhall paie unto the daughters of my said sonne
John thertie poundes amongst them within one yaféee the entrannce thereof.

Also, all the rest of my goods moveable and unmbhlearheresoever they may be found, | bequeath to
my sonne John, whom | make my sole executor.

And | make Thomas Clarke and William Clarke mineeers to see this my last will performed and
my debts paide, revokeing and disammllinge all farmills heretofore by me made.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand in thes@nee of Thomas Clarke and William Clarke, Hugh
[Hanle?].

Probatio fuit ... 8 April 1598 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad summum £29-6s-3d [NB: sunt@écely legible, may be erroneously transcribed]

188. James Blisse of Crick, 1598 (NR1 Book W F104)

[This will appears to have been drafted in 1578rmitproven until 1599, if we read strictly whaeth
clerk copied. But bearing in mind that it is arkle copy rather than an original, and becausaef t
very long period between 1578 and 1599, and alsaus® of the great similarity between the
appearance of 7 and 9, it seems far more likelytheadrafting date was erroneously entered as 1578
and should correctly have been 1598; and finblgause of the specific wording of the last 3 liokes
the will, which appears only in other wills of th&90s, and, conclusively, because Giles Sharrock is
named among the witnesses. For these reasonwillfisincluded here in the series and not earlie
The will also mentions a location in the fields angden — but this cannot be reconciled with anyhef
names shown in the much later Field Map of 183%hich the only similar field name is "Lingerage".
Finally, once again we see some evidence of prat@afism, in names such as Christian Leeds, and
perhaps also in the presence of two women amongithesses.]

In the name of god amen. The 30th daye of Mayharyeare of our lord God 1578 [clerk's copying
error, should be 1598] | James Blisse of Creekbercountie of Northampton, husbandman, sicke in
body but of perfect remembrance praysed be Goderntag my last will in manner and form following.
Ffirst | bequeath my soule to allmightie God andlmoygy to bee buried in decent buriall.
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Allso | give and bequeath unto Thomas Pecocke #£f tpaid within two yeares after my decease.
Alsoe | give and bequeath unto Christian Miles tamele of corne lying uppon Langden, the longer of
my two landes.

Allso | give and bequeath to Richard Leedes hisdfuhildren, ech of them a calfe.

Also | give unto [Danny?] Wales his two children&$ apeece.

Also | give unto the poore of the towne of Creeke 2

All the rest of my goods moveable and unmoveallie¢ unto Anne Blisse my wyfe and Richard
Leedes my sonne in law, whom | make my executotiisfmy last will and testament.

In withess whereof | have caused my name to becsibles! the day and yeare above written.

These being witnesses, G. Sharrock, Richard Harbattherin Harbard, Christian Leedes, Ane Preiste
and Thomas Pecocke.

Probatio fuit ... 8 June 1599 ... etc
Invent. ad summum £100-13s-4d.

190. Robert Watts of Crick, 1598 (NR1 Book W F98)

[Here we see a return for the first time sincel#tte 1550s to the practice of making bequestsed se
in this case a quarter of barley — which would hgneat scarcity value after 4 years of failed hstvé

In the name of god amen. The tenth day of Septemlibe yeare of our lord God 1598, | Robert
Wattes of Crike in the countie of Northampton, farsdiman, sicke in body but of good and perfect
remembrance praise be to allmightie God thereftwenake and ordaine this my last will and testament
in manner and forme following, That is to say:

Ffirst | bequeath my soule and give my soule ihtohands of God my maker and redemer, and my
body to be buried in the parish churchyard of Ceegfloresaid.

Item, | bequeath to the poore of Creeke 10s, tpdie within one yeare after my decease, by the
discretion of mine executors.

Also | bequeath to Thomas Boddington of Whittinggord Alice his wyfe one quarter of barley, to be
delivered them the first day of March next coming.

Item, | give and bequeath to the children of tHd $&iomas and Alice Boddington 20s to be equally
devided amongst them within one yeare after my asze

Item, | give to ech of my sonne William Wattes tisldren a lamb.

All the rest of my goods moveable and unmovealbledueath to my sonne William Wattes, whom |
make my sole executor.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand the dalyyeare above written, in the presence of theis
whose names are next subscribed: John BucknetaRi Garrett and [Dug.?] Paule.

Probatio fuit ... 8 June 1599 ... etc
Invent. ad summum £55-12s.

194. Robert Sabyn of Crick, 1599 (NR1 Book W F159)

[Of the 8 Sabin family wills in this series, 4 drem Crick, of which this is the first. The oth@mills
of the Crick Sabins date from 1628, 1685 and 1688, shuld be read together with this one.]

In the name of god amen. The nynth day of Septemkibe yeare of our lord God 1599, | Robert
Sabine of Creeke in the countie of Northamptonphndman, being sicke in body but of perfect
remembrance, prayse bee to allmightie God, doe ma#terdayne this my last will in manner and
forme following, that is to say:

First | bequeath my soule into the handes of mgtore and my body to be buryed in the churchyeard
of Creeke aforesayd.

Item, | give unto my sonne William Sabine £23; £iéreof to be payd unto him at 22 yeares of hés ag
and £6-10s to be payd unto him at the daye of his/age or when he shall accomplish th'age of 25
yeares, which of the sayd tymes shall first happemd £6-10s as parcell of the sayd £23 to be payd
unto him within two yeares then next following.

Item, | give unto my sonne John Sabine £23; £1fetpayd unto him at 21 yeares of his age and £6-
10s to be payd unto him at the daye of his margagehen he shall accomplish th'age of 25 yeares,
which of the sayd tymes shall first happen; and @6 as parcell of the sayd £23 to be payd unto him
within two yeares then next following.
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Provided that if eyther of these my two sonnes dsedefore they have recevied porcions, then his
porcion shalbe payd unto the other of them surgejrat such dayes and tymes as is above limited,
according to the true meaning of this my sayd will.

Item, | give unto the poore of Creeke 20d, to b&tdoeed at the discrecion of myne executors.

Item, | give unto the poore of Barbie a strike aflby, one hoope of maslyn and a garne [ie gawofer]
barley, that one Woodward oweth unto me.

Item, | give unto my three sisters Susan, Alice Bhirabeth, to ech of them two sheepe, an ewe and a
hoggrill.

Item, | owe unto Susan my sister 28s-6d.

Item, | owe unto my sister Alice 40s.

All the rest of my goods and my lease, as well nable as unmoveable, | give to Isabell my wyfe [and]
my sonne Thomas Sabine, whom | make my execufravided allways that | will and my mynd is
that Isabell my wyfe shall have to her owne pramas her coffer with all such lynens as are thewain,

a bed and furniture thereto belonginge.

The witnesses, John Bucknell, John Mawby, Williansher, Hugh Paule.

[Garner — a chest, ark or bin made of planks of split eakilged and pegged together, for storage of
meal or grain.

Hoope

1) a quart pot, so-called because it was boundivgthhoops.

2) a corn measure of 4 pecks, ie. a fourth paat lmiishel.

Maslin — mixed grain, especially rye and wheat

Strike — a dry measure of half a bushel.]

Probatio fuit .... 15 January 1599 [ie 1601].
Invent. .... ad summum £102 ? [but could perhap&32®]

195. Richard Clarke of Crick, 1600 (NR1 Book W F169)

[There are 23 Clarke family wills in this seriespshof them being from Braunston — although theee a
also 4 from Crick, dated 1598, 1600, 1621 and 1646,these should be read together as a family
group.

This will contains more useful guidance to the latyof Crick village, and further mention of the sam
Watts Lane that was named in the will of AmbrosenddJones of Crick in 1557. The Watts family
(see for example Robert Watts will of 1598 abovejenprobably long-term inhabitants of Crick .
Richard Clarke is clearly a man of some properand he is old enough to have grandsons, making him
at least 55 and probably over 60 years old. THiealgo gives us a hint of the chief-rent due @nall
cottage and close in the village, namely 5s peuamnand we get a hint of the value attached tarsat
timber, and of the fact that it was not uncommanefio owner to grow trees on a cottage close,
presumably both for their fruit and for their tinmbe

From the inventory, we also form a fairly cleartpie of the size and layout of his house and farm
buildings.]

In the name of god amen. The five and twentiethafalanuary in the yeare of our lord god 1599 [ie
1600], I Richard Clarke of Creeke in the countidNofthampton, husbandman, sicke in body but of
perfect remembrance praysed be God, make this shyld and testament in manner and forme
following.

First | give and bequeath my soule to allmightiedGand my body to be buryed in decent buryall.
Also | do give unto my wyfe Joan Clarke ten pownded her coffer and all things contayned therein,
and yearly during her naturall 23s-4d to be payihafeast of th'annunciation of our lady St Maey [
25th March] and at the feast of St Michael th'angel [ie 29th September] by equall portions.

Also | doe give unto my sonne Thomas Clarke ontagetwith a backside and a close adioning to
Watte his lane, withall the comodities thereunttmbging to him and his heyres male for ever, paging
yearly one Cheefe rent of 5s issuing out of thel sajtage and close; provided alwayes that if my
sonne Thomas Clarke have no heire male then tlgeslaall return to my sonne William Clarke,
payinge unto his daughter or daughters if he hayeta. Provided also that | give unto my sonne
William three of my best trees growinge in the salabe.

Also | doe give unto Richard Clarke and John Cldaheesonnes to my sonne William Clarke, eyther of
them an ewe sheepe.

Also | doe give unto my sonne Edward Clarke £3-6s-8
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All the rest of my goods and lands moveable andaveable, | give and bequeath unto my sonne
William Clarke, whom | make my sole executor uristmy last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have caused my name to becsiblesl, the day and yeare first above written.
Also | give unto Mary Clarke an ewe sheepe.

These being witnesses, G. Sharrock, William Cowdeyyn Clarke and Richard [Hall?].

Probatio fuit .... 12 February 1599 [ie 1600]
Invent. ... £62-13s-4d

[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véb, follows]

A true Inventory of all the goods and cattels afHRird Clarke of Creeke, husbandman, deceased,
praised by Mr Sharrock, Mr Bucknell, Thomas Clarkehn Clarke, with others

In the Hall:

Imprimis 1 cupboard, 1 [penne?], 1 table, 1 formg settle & 1 chair ........ccccoovvvieeeeerion 15s-0d
Item 11 pieces of pewter and 6 [podychers?]

[TEM, 2 GrEAL PANS ...eiieiiiieiie e ettt e e s e e e e e e e e e e eeeebbbsnna e e e e e e aaaaaeeennnnes

10T 0 T I o0 ST PTPTPTPT

Item, 1 skimmer, salt cellar and 2 candleStiCKS..............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 2s-0d
Item, 6 quishions [ie cushions] 1 towel and certagollen yarn ................ccoociiiiiiiieeenn. 15s-0d

In the Kitchen:
Item, one kettle, 3 pails, 1 kymnell, 1 hutch, 1,po
1 pewter dish, 6 flitches of bacon, 1 andiron, polts,

one chair, 3 St00IS and 1 SEtHIE .......oiiiiieeeiii s £1-7s-0d
In the Boltinghouse:
Item, 2 kymnels, 1 boltingtub, 1 charme, 1 wheal arsaltingtrough ...t 3s-4d
In the Parlour:
Item, four coffers, 3 Dedsteads ..........oi e 18s-4d
[tem, 15 pair Of SNEELS ......eei et £3-6s-8d
10T 0 g O o 11| T o R PP PPPRPTT £1-0s-0d
HEM, 4 MAMIESSES ....iiiiiiiiieeeiiermrmmm e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e eaeeeeeeeseeeeretata e aeeaeeaeeanenees 12s-0d
Item, 1 featherbed & 2 DOISIEIS .......ooi i e 18s-0d
Item, 4 blankets, 1 fatt and 1 bedstead ... i 14s-0d
In the Barn:
Item, barley and MasIYN ........oeeeiiiiii e £2-0s-0d
In the Yard:
[tem, 0NE NOVEI OF PEAS ......uviiiiiiieiee sttt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e aeaaaaees £1-13s-4d
1T g oo Y0 1T/ o T UPUPPPPPN £1-10s-0d
[tem, 1 DAY OF NAY ..o et e e e e e e e e e e e £2-0s-0d
10T T o7 U TP UPUPPPPPRRRPP £2-10s-0d
Item, certain pieces of IMDEr ... £1-0s-0d
In the Stable:
Item, 4 horse and 0Ne fOAl ...........ueiiiicceeee s £16-0s-0d
[tem, 7 KINE ANd 3 CAIVES .....ccciiiiiiiii ettt £13-6s-8d
10T TGO ] =T =Y o SRR £7-10s-0d
[tem, all NS APPATEI ....ccceiii i e e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e st r e e aaaaaaaaaaaaaaan 10s-0d
Item, 1 plow, 2 harrows, horse gears, cart ropecanthin implements ..................oeeee. 13s-4d
SUM TOLAI .eiiiiiie et e s e e e s aeeee s £62-13s-4d

Richard Butler

[NB: the above total is incorrectly added upshibuld total £62-3s-4d.]

196. Thomas Coates of Crick, 1600 (NR1 Book W F171)

[This day labourer leaves an inventory of £30-Bm-extraordinary sum for a man of his lowly status.
There seems to be some confusion in names, betvigéno sons, one of whom bears the slightly
different surname Coles — we may surmise that Béher a stepson, a previous son of Coates' ldiee w
by a former marriage, or else he is the husbammbwie daughter of Coates who is not mentioned in the
will. We are also left to assume that Maurice MlilEdward Jones, Thomas Clark and William Archer
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are his nominated supervisors, though they areawied as such in the will — in any event, they are
clearly friends of Coates, upon whom he feels tmerey. Finally, the relationship to the executor
Philip Coates is not made clear in the will. Indiei@ many respects this will is a poor piece of
draftsmanship — the first example of really carelegal phrasing in this whole series]

In the name of god amen. The tenth day of Januathe yeare of our lord God 1599 [ie 1600], |
Thomas Coates of Cricke in the countie of Northamptlay labourer, beinge sicke in body but of good
and perfect remembrance, laude and prayse bemhtie God therefor, doe make and ordayne this
my last will and testament in manner and formeofelhg, that is to say:

First | bequeath my soule into the handes of godmaker and redeemer, and my body to be buryed in
the churchyeard of Creeke aforesayd.

Item, | give unto my sonne Daniell Coates £5 agdarling bullock, to be delivered unto Maurice
Miles, Edward Jones, Thomas Clark and William Arclvgghin one halfe yeare after my decease.

Item, | give unto Thomas Coles my sonne five posrated a yearling bullock, to be delivered unto
Maurice Miles, Edward Jones, Thomas Clark and WfilliArcher within one halfe yeare after my
decease, to be used and employed to the bendfifirafitt of my sayd children untill they shall
accomplish th'age of one and twentie yeares, atthbe delivered unto them.

And if that eyther of my sayd sonnes decease béfieyecome to one and twenty yeares of age, that
then my will is that his parte or porcion shall goel be given to his brother survivinge.

All the rest of my goods and chattells unbequeathgde unto Phillipe Coates whom | make my sole
executor.

Witnesses, Maurice Miles, Hugh Paule and Thomask€la

Probatio fuit .... 9 February 1599 [ie 1600]
Invent. .... ad summum £30-5s.

198. John Andrew of Crick, 1601 (NR1 Book W F258)

[We have here another husbandman of slightly less average wealth. He appears to be farming a
parcel of land jointly with his "brother Turnernathe lack of a larger parcel of land may accdont
his slightly lower inventory value. Nonetheless,lists a wide selection of goods in his bequebigo
wife, including a large range of wooden furnitufeath kinds]

In the name of god amen. | John Andrewe of Créekiee countie of Northampton, husbandman, sicke
in body but of good and perfect remembrance pralysds god, do make this my last will and
testament in manner and forme following.

First | bequeatrh my soule to allmightie God, andbudy to be buryed in decent buryall.

Also | give unto my sonne Thomas Andrew 40s, t@aie unto him within two yeares after my
decease.

Also | do give unto my sonne Giles Andrew 40s, ¢golaid unto him when he shall accomplish the age
of 18 yeares.

Also | do give unto my sonne John Andrew 40s, tphiel unto him when he shall accomplish the age
of 18 yeares.

Also | give unto Joan Andrew my daughter 40s, tgaiel unto hir when she shall accomplish th'age of
20 yeares, or at the daie of hir maryage, whethalt irst happen.

Also | give unto Gillian Andrew my wife all my beuhd), brasse, pewter, linnen, woollen, wooden
ware, as chests, coffers, chaires, stooles, betistawl all other ymplements of houshold.

Also | doe give unto Rich Andrew my sonne all thight, interest and tithe which | have in one lease
devided betwixt me and my brother Turner, takethefQueen's majestie for certaine yeares yet to
come, together with all my beast, horse, [tropef] crops of hay and corne within the towne and
fields of Creek, and all other ymplements belongmgusbandry.

And further | doe constitute and make this my saidne Richard Andrew my sole executor to this my
last will and testament.

In withness whereof | have caused my name to becsibles! the 6th daie of August in the 43rd yeare of
the raigne of our sovraigne lady Elizabeth, byghece of God of England, France and Ireland queen
defender of the faith, 1601.

These being witnesses, G. Sharrocke, R. Sharr&i&bard Harberd.

Probatio fuit .... 21 October 1601 etc.
Invent ad summum £40-16s-8d
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200. Richard Harbert of Crick, 1602 (NR1 Book W F314)

[This is not a formal will, but a legal depositioha word-of-mouth record — presumably Richard
Harbert died relatively suddenly and there wastinot to make an official bedside draft of the will,
though the parson Giles Sharrock was called aed@dtd the dying man.]

Memorandum: that the fourth of Aprill in the yeareour lord God 1602, Richard Harbert of Creeke in
the countie of Northampton, husbandman, beingeedept remembrance, did, in the presence of Gyles
Sharrocke cleark, parson of Crick beforesaid amth&id Banburye of the same, husbandman, make his
last will and testamente, [nunciating?] this by a@of mouthe onely, in manner and forme following.
First he did will that John Smyth and his wife shibliave ffourtie shillings, which beinge paide, the

rest of his goods he gave unto Margrett his wyflegmy he named and appoitned to be his executrix.

Probatio fuit .... 21 May 1602.

205. Ambrose M ason of Crick, 1603 (NR1 Book X F60)

[There are 6 wills in this series for the Mason ilgiraf Crick, and these should be considered as a
family group.

This will picks up virtually where that of Thomasalsbn left off back in 1558 ... and it seems very
likely that this testator is the son of Thomas Masédmbrose Mason must therefore be at least in his
mid to late 60s, and more likely he is over 70.

In this extremely long and detailed will, we havgraat mass of detail with which to reconstruct the
lives of Ambrose Mason and his whole large famidyrich yeoman farmer, probably managing land in
excess of 100 acres, he appears to have married twirom the estimated ages of his 12 children, we
can infer that his first wife died about 13-18 yeprior to this will, and that his second wife Jaeas
married chiefly to run the house and to look affterlarge existing family of 5 young children; the
wording of the will implies that she did her joblixend was a sound housekeeper, but that perhaps
there was never great love or easiness betweemdethe older of her step-children. A second
marriage is consistent with the estimated age obrse Mason — but if his first wife died 13-17 year
prior to this will, then apparently he was stiltfaring children when in his 50s.

Mention of the dairy and of the bedchamber of Anskerand Joan gives clues both to the size and
layout of the house — it would seem that Joanesluticluded specific care and management of the
dairy (and probably also a buttery); and finallg also have some useful statements about the amoun
of staple food and drink needed to maintain a peasoa weekly basis, plus statements regarding some
of the goods and furnishings of the house.

Ambrose Mason was clearly involved closely withiseyeomen farmers in both Barby and Crick —
Ralph Smith and Thomas Dunkley — and the inclusiomvo Cowleys as witnesses implies that there
may also have been ties to close friends in Kilste recall also that his father Thomas Mason had
connections with the Cave family. Note also thatwill of Ralph Smith of Barby comes next in this
series, and should therefore be interpreted inurmtion with this will.]

In the name of god amen. | Ambrose Mason of Ciiitithe county of Northampton, husbandman,
being sicke and weake in bodie yet neverthelesperdéct mynde and remembrance, laude and praise
be unto Allmightie God therefore, doe this 12thedai Maye in the yeare of our Lorde God 1603, make
and ordaine this my present testament, manifesingin my last will, in manmer and forme following.
First and principallie | bequeath and recomend mylesunto the infinite mercie of Allmightie God the
maker and redemeemer thereof, trusting it to bed#wough the meritte of our lord God and Saviour
Jesus Christ, and my bodie to the ground to beetiuni the churchyard of Cricke abovesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath unto John Mason my sé2@eof lawfull English money, £10 whereof to be
paide unto him at the feast of St Michael the Argel next after the tyme that he shall accomptigh
age of 24 yeares. And the other £10 at the fdakecannunciation of our ladye St Mary the virghen
next ensuing.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Alice Mason my daeighl3-6s-8d of like lawefull Englishe money

and a porcion of certaine lynnens which were han@wmother's, to be paid and delivered unto her at
the daie of her mariage or within two yeares néerany decease.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Andrew Mason my epBt3-6s-8d of like lawefull English money, to
be paid unto him at the age of 18 yeares.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Giles Mason my sd&1826s-8d of like money, to be paid unto him at
the age of 18 yeares.
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Item, | give and bequeath unto Edward Mason my ed@1ir8-6s-8d of like money, to be paid unto him
at the age of 18 yeares.

Allso my will is that my said sonnes Andrew, Gikesd Edward shall be brought upp uppon my ground
by my executor, he fynding and provyding them gand wholsome meate, drinke, lodging and
apparell meete and convenient for them, they doimge my saide executor such busines and service as
is meete for them to doe, untill everie of themlisliecomplish the age of 18 yeares.

Allso my will is that Edward be brought upp at soleountill he be 13 yeares of age at the chargayof
said executor.

Allso | give and bequeath unto Katherin Mason mygtder £20 of like money and one great white
coffer and clothes for a bedd, viz one hilling, dat@nkett, a mattres, a bolester, two paire of sheaed

a little pillowe, to be paid and delivered unto hethe daie of her mariage or at the age of 2Pegea
Allso I will that yf anie of my above named childrdepart this lyfe before his or their legaciephl

or due to be paid, then all their and such legaaesbequests shall remayne to be equallie distibu

to the rest of my children that be alive unmaryed.

Allso | give and bequeath to my wellbeloved wyfaddlason the bedstedd and bedding whereon | lye,
viz a fetherbedd, a mattres, two bolesters, twioywés, two blanketts, three hillings, two paire of
sheets, one redd coffer and a forcer*, with albhslyonens and such stuffe and things as are thesein
that she leave for my executor 18 paire of sh@&able clothes and six table napkins.

Allso I will that my said wyfe shall have the usenoy chamber whollie unto her self, and the neagssa
use of the standing presse* during the tyme obleérg here.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my said wyfe 20 ghaereither of the best nor yet of the worst, to be
indifferentlie set forth immediatelie after my dase. And the said 20 sheepe to be mayntained uppon
the ground winter and summer as my executor shayhntain his owne.

Allso | will that my saide wyfe remayne to be a dayfor the housekeeping for my executor for such
time as they shall well accord, and he remayne uryed.

Allso my will is that my said wyfe be honestlie pyaled for by my executor, not onelie with meate
drink and lodging, but allso apparell meete andveoient for her. Provyded allwaies that yf my said
wyfe and my executor shall happen to disagreegeftir guydinge of the house, or for her meateldrin
or apparell, and yet will remayne here sole andanyed, | will that for her maynetenance my executor
deliver her weeklie one stryke* of sweet mill coared allso 3 mylch beasts to be indifferentlie sett
forth by my overseers; and the said 3 beaststsfosth to be allwaies mayntained uppon the groasd
his owne. And to have half the vessells that arelly occupied about the dearye [ie dairy], os RO

of money to provide them withall.

And yt is my will that she shall have free liberiged passage in the house, both to her chambdoand
fyre and candle for her use and comfort, and coeweplace for the using and benefytt of her dearye
at all times during the tyme of such lease or Ieasche now hath or hereafter may have.

Allso, yf my executor and my said wyfe about theabsaid causes doe disagree, my will is that my
said executor shall paie unto my said wyfe withike evhole yeare after such disagreement £20 of like
lawfull English money.

And it is my will that when my said wyfe Joan shhlynke good to depart from the ground, my will ys
that she have with her all those goods and chattelher bequeathed, and forego the stryke of corne
weeklie and the continuall mayntenance of her tattel [comon?].

Item, | give unto everie one of my son Thomas hifdeen a lambe, to be delivered unto them at
Michaelmas next after my decease.

Allso | give unto the children of my daughter P#iilio wit, to Robert, Ambrose, Joan and Elizabgeth,
each of them a lambe, to be delivered unto thesnet tyme as each of them shall accomplish the age
of 12 yeares.

Item, | give unto Robert Mason my sonne 12d.

Item, | give unto Humfrey Mason my sonne 12d.

Allso I will that if anie controversy happen tosgiand be betwixt my executor and my wyfe, or ahie
my children for anie cause or thing herein contaytieat they referre their cause or causes to Ralfe
Smith of Barbye and Thomas Dunckley of Crick, mgnfiis and wellwillers.

Item, | give unto the said Ralfe Smith and Thomasdkley, whom | make overseers of this my last
will, to each of them 12d.

Item, | give unto Thomas Capes my man, 12d.

Item, | give unto the towne of Crick, towards tepayring of the cawseys betwixt my house and the
church, 2s.

All the rest of my goods and chattells ungiven andequeathed, my debts being paid and legacies
discharged, | give and bequeath unto William Masgnsonne, whom | make institute and ordayne
sole executor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | the said Ambrose Mason hawue this my present will set my hand and seale the
daye and yeare first above written.
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Sealed and delivered in the presence of
Richard Garret

William Cowlye Thomas Dunkley
John Garret Edmund Cowlye
Richard Hall

[The manner in which these names are set out itedidhat this will was signed by the testator dhd a
the witnesses, and that they were probably athlitd

* Forcer — a small coffer or chest, usually covered witkther and bound with iron bands, and with a
lock, used for safe-keeping of jewellery, documemtd other valuables; a strong-box.

** Presse

1) acupboard for keeping clothes, linen, etc.

2) the upper recessed section of a cupboard.

*** Stricke = strike — a dry measure of half a bushel. {LilbJ,

Probatio fuit ... 31 May 1603 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad summum £174-13s

207. John Miles of Crick, 1604 (NR1 Book Z F22)

[In the will of this relatively young but upwardipobile husbandman, we find hints as to the size and
furnishings of his bedchamber, which in turn suggieselatively large house. Also we learn thpaa

of his wife's tasks was to make "linens", and fladtn Miles had in his possession a quantity of "raw
woollen cloth readie to go to the fuller" — it seelikely that this cloth must have originated arei
been freshly woven within his house, perhaps by Mites himself, as a part-time occupation. In the
careful provisions for his father, we find that £2-4d per annum was deemed a generous allowance for
clothing for an elderly man. In the provision is brother David we find a few valuable hints te th
names of parts of Crick 's 3 fields, including niemtof the roads from Crick to West Haddon and to
Winwick; one of the 3 fields was lying fallow, bia¢ carefully and prudently bequeathes the hayi®n h
land in that fallow field. Because he names hidgst?) brother Thomas as his executor, we may
perhaps infer that he was not long married (thahgHarge size of his inventory and the obvious afge
his father both tend to suggest otherwise); inewgnt, we know he has no children of his own €esin
two of his brothers each have large families, snay be that John's wife proved barren or thatainy
her own children died stillborn or in infancy.]

In the name of god amen. | John Miles the sonrkhoimas Miles of Crick in the countie of
Northampton, husbandman, being sick and weakediebet neverthelesse of perfect mynde and
remembrance, laude and praise be given unto altrei@od therefore, doe this sixt daie of december i
the second yeare of the raigne of our sovraigreeKkange James that nowe is, or make and ordaise thi
my present testament manifesting herein my ladt imimanner and forme following.

First and principallie, | bequeath and recomendsoyle unto the infinite mercy of allmightie God the
maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it to be séweaigh the meritts of the death and passion of ou
lord God and saviour Jesus Christ, and my bodibdaround to be buried in the churchyard of Crick
abovesaied.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my wellbeloved w§iigilla Miles the some of thirtie pounds of good
and lawfull English money, to be paied unto hemanner and forme following, viz., ten pounds at and
upon the feast daie of St John the Baptist nextingghe date hereof, other ten pounds at and tipon
said feast daie of St John the Baptist one whadeeythen next ensuing, and the third ten pounds upo
the said feast daie one whole yeare then nextigilp.

Item, | give unto my said wellbeloved wyfe SibiNéles the bedsteed whereon | lie and the bedding,
viz., one fetherbedd, one mattrice, one boulsteg, fillowes, a paire of blanketts and one hilling.

Item, | give unto my said wyfe Sibilla Miles threencks nowe standing in my bedchamber, and all
such lynnen as she brought with her and hath made she was my wyfe.

Item, | give unto my said wyfe my blacke cloke awt peeces of rawe woollen clothe nowe readie to
goe to the fuller.

And it is my [whole?] and full will that my said g shall remaine in and upon my ground, and have
her chamber and meate and drinke [... ... ] my evedereunder named, until such tyme as my said
executor shall have paied her her last ten pounds.
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Item, | give unto my wellbeloved father Thomas Mijland it is my [whole?] and full will that my said
father shall have his abyding upon my ground anddrestlie provided for by my executor in meat and
drinke, fire and candle, washing and wringing, hade from my said executor 53s-4d by the yeare for
his mayntenance in apparell, payeable yearlieeataaists of the annunciation of our ladie and St
Michaell the archangell by even porcions.

Item, | give unto my brother David for this yeartaad upon the Stones, to be sowed with barlie, and
one lande betwtixt Hadden waie and Winwick waybdasown with pease, and a lande of haie out of
the meadows.

Item, | give unto my brother David's three childremeach of them a hoggrill.

Item, | give unto my brother William's five childreto each of them a hoggrill.

Item, | give unto my godsonne John Banberie a relhgr

All the rest of my goods and chattells, moveablé ammoveable, my legacies and debts discharged and
my bodie honestlie brought to the ground, | givd baqueath unto my wellbeloved brother Thomas
Miles, whom | make sole executor of this my lagt,wénouncing all other wills by me at anie tyme
heretofore made.

As wytness whereof | have to these present sethange and seale the daie and yeare first above
wrytten.

As wytnesses Richard Garrett signa. suis, Edmundéyn Thomas Robinson signa. suis.

John Miles

Probatio fuit .... 15 December 1604 .... etc.
Invent. extendit ad summum £100-6s-2d.

210. John Mason of Crick, 1607 (NR1 Book Z F84)

[The 1558 will of Thomas Mason of Crick leaves itnaishis obvious wealth to his son Ambrose and
his son and executor William; to his son John égueathed only 4 sheep. If this present testatbeis
same John Mason, the small bequest in 1558 sughestse was probably either already married and
thriving at that time (which is most unlikely, senthis testator has 3 children all in their eaglgrts or
younger), or more likely, that he was just a yolaty

If this testator really is the same John Masorhd®done well in the meantime, for he now a reddyfiv
wealthy man — he leaves a house and property imenehd the village; and in the description of his
house and property we find mention of special mafks man of property, such as glass windows, door
locks and keys etc (note especially his bequesiieofloorboards from his chambers — it suggests tha
these were ground-floor chambers, since the ussoflen floorboards instead of rush-strewn earth
flooring was an innovation of about 1520-1530)orRithe small bequests to his brothers and to the
community at large, and the injunctions to his wite to be wasteful, the impression given is ofaam
who was very careful with his money.]

In the name of god amen. | John Mason of Crickhencountie of Northampton, yeoman, being sick
and weake in bodie yet neverthelesse of perfecdmamd remembrance (laude and praise be given
unto allimghtie God therefore), doe this fourthedaf december anno dom 1607 make and ordaine this
my present testament, manifesting herein my lalstiwimanner and forme following, that is to saie:
First and principallie | bequeath and recomend myesunto the infinite mercie of allmightie God the
maker and redeemer thereof, trusting to be savedgh the meritts of the death of our lord God and
saviour Jesus Christ. And my bodie | comend tagtieeind to be buried within the churchyard of Crick
abovesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabdson £20 of lawfull English money, to be paied
unto her at her age of eighteen yeares.

Item, | give unto my daughter Joane Mason otherd2ike money, to be likewyse paied unto her at
her age of eighteen yeares.

And it is further my will that if either of my saitgvo daughters depart this lyfe before her por&ien
paied her, her procion so deceasing remaine adddento her sister surviving.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my sonne and heilgayl Mason all that my tenement or messuage in
Crick wherein | nowe inhabit and dwell, togethethnall barnes, stables, outhouses, orchards, garden
closes, tymber, trees, woods, arable lands, legyeadows, pastures, feedinge commons and common of
pasture, with all and singular the appurtenanceetinto belonging, to have and to hold the said
tenement or messuage and all and singular othgrémisses, to him the said William Mason his
heires and assignes for ever.
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And it is my will and desire that my said sonne i&ih Mason shall come to his [mald?] at such tyme
as hee shalbe seaven and twentie yeares old;ndhd mean while to be well and honestlie brought
upp and mentayned uppon my said ground by my esrcut

And it is my will that my executrix shall, for trgpod of myne heire, at all tymes well and suffitlien
repair mentayn and uphold all the houses and buysdin uppon and about my said ground for such
tyme as she shall be guyde and garde unto my saitesand heire; and at noe tyme to make anie
wilfull or needles wast of anie tymber, butts, wesar underwoods standing, growing and being in
uppon or about my said ground.

And it is likewyse my will that my said two daughteébe likewyse well and honestlie brought upp and
mentayned upon my said ground by my executrix lusuith tyme as they shalbe eighteene yeares old.
Item, | further give and bequeath unto my said sdifilliam Mason my table, table frame, bench and
settles in my hall, all my chamber flores, [sle@tedores, dore lockes and keyes, glasse windowes,
yeates*, garners, horse leares**, horse mangersehrackes, cowe leares and standers in and alyout m
house and ground.

And | give and bequeath unto my said sonne Willlarm pounds of lawfull English money, to be paied
unto him at such tyme as he shalbe seaven andi¢éweares old.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my brother Thomasdviaone dun redd heoffar.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my brother [G...kbtatwo ewes of the worser sort.

Item, | give unto John Gulliver my sheppard onederglI.

Item, I give unto eiche of my godchildren four perapeece.

Item, | give unto the poore of Crick three shifisnfour pence.

All the rest of my goods and chattells ungiven antdequeathed, my debts legacies and funerall
discharged, | give and bequeath unto Marie Masonwgfg, whom | make sole executrix of this my
last will and testament.

In wytness whereof | the said John Mason have Iméoesett my hande the daie and yeare first above
wrytten.

John Mason his mark.

Wytnesses William Gee, Richard Garred, Thomas Milbomas Dunkley, William Myles, William
Mason, John West, Edmund Cowlie.

* Yeates— gates
** | eare— lair, a place for beasts to lie down.

Probatio fuit ... 17 February 1607 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad summum £204-3s-4d.

211. William Vause of Crick, 1607 (NR1 Book Z F85)

In the name of god amen. | William Vause of Crickthe countie of Northampton, backester*, being
sicke and weak in bodie yet neverthelesse of penfgad and remembrance, laud and praise be given
unto allmightie God therefore, do this 17th dai®atober in the yeare of the raigne of our sovemig
lord James, by the grace of God of England, Irel&nadnce and Scotland, King, defender of the faith
etc; viz., of England France and Ireland the fjfghfifth year of his reign] and of Scotland theeoand
fortieth, make and ordaine this my present testammamifesting herein my last will, in manner and
form following, that is to saie:

First and principallie | bequeath and recomend myesunto the infinite mercie of almightie God the
maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it to be séweaigh the meritts of the death and passion of ou
lord God and saviour Jesus Christ, and my bod@rend to the ground, to be buried in the churchyard
of Crick abovesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my daughter Joans&/genn pounds of lawfull English money, the one
halfe thereof to be paied unto her or her assigiithén one yeare next after my decease, and ther oth
halfe at and upon the daie of the solemnizatiomenfmarriage.

Item, | give unto my said daughter Joane Vause engrsd brasse pott, my second brasse pann, one
little newe pann, my best candlestick, four peedfgsewter, one bedsteed, one materess, one bolster,
two [coverletts?], one blankett, and one coffehvell the lynnen clothes therein being sometyme her
owne mother's.

Item, it is my will and full intent that my said dghter Joane Vause shall have meate, drinke argkhou
roome with and by my executor hereunder namedsifoh tyme and for so long as she shall keep
herself sole and unmarryed, she my said daughtegdmto my executor such service and work as she
nowe useth to doe for me.
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Item, it is my will and full intent that my sisté&sabell Vause shall have likewyse meate, drink and
houseroome with and by my executor hereunder nafoeduch tyme and so long as she shall keep
herself sole and unmarryed, she my said sisteelsdbing unto my executor such service and work as
she nowe useth to doe for me.

All the rest of my goods and chattells ungiven andequeathed, my debts legacies and funerall
discharged, | give and bequeath unto John Vaussomye, whom | constitute make and ordaine sole
executor of this my last will.

In wytness whereof | have hereunto sett my handseatk the daie and yeare first above wrytten.

The mark of William Vause in the presence of EdmQuoavlie, Thomas Robinson, Thomas Sabin,
[Edward?] Maryatt, William Myles his marke.

* Backester = Baxter — a baker of bread.

Probatio fuit .... 18 February 1607 [ie 1608] tc. e
Invent. extendit ad summum £31-3s.

General Note:

We come now to a long period during which the nundf@nnual wills rises sharply:

1609: 6 1610: 6 1611: 9 1612: 7 1613: 5
1614: 4 1615: 4 1616: 5 1617: 3 1618: 1
1619: 8 1620: 7 1621: 2 1622: 4 1623: 2

We instinctively look for a reason: famine, pesite, increased poverty, increased literacy,
increased population size ...?

Climatically, we know that the whole of the C17#wsa significant dip in temperatures across
Europe — the effect is generally referred to as'tiitéle Ice Age". Statistically there are more
rich folk's wills than poor folk's wills in thisdi, so we can probably rule out increased poverty
as the causal factor. Likewise, there is a diprdfé24, back roughly to the previous level of
annual records, so we may also rule out increaterddy as the cause. This leaves famine,
disease and increased population size.

There were bad harvests following poor weathe6ii¥11615, but this does not account for
the significant peaks in 1609-1611 and 1619-1628eems more likely that these peaks are
due to outbreaks of disease, most probably bubgague. Certainly we know that 1604 saw
the worst recorded outbreak of plague in much ofMdkshire; that plague killed almost
half the population of Dunchurch in 1610; and thatre were further serious outbreaks in
Stratford throughout the period 1613-1619. Smaligiso found its way into the country
around 1600, and its earliest effects were the mindent, as for any newly-introduced
disease.

Thus, on balance it seems likely that epidemicadieds the most likely culprit for these
elevated levels of will-making, with poor harveassa probable secondary factor.

217. Giles Sharrock of Crick, 1609 (NR1 Book X F42; also copied as PROB 11/114)

[Irritatingly, neither copy of the will mentionsehvalue of his inventory — but judging from theescf

his many large bequests, it probably was aroun®@1l®aking Giles Sharrock by far the richest man to
appear so far in this series of transcripts.

Sharrock is a very significant man in the earlydrig of puritanism in Northamptonshire.

He describes himself in this will simply as "clerk"but he is rather more than this, for we knam to
have been a prominent puritan minister in the pordominated "exercise" at Northampton in the early
1570s, where he figured as a principal named wstirethe case of the puritan preacher John Sibgéhorp
vs bishop Scambler in 1574.
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By the time of his death, he has clearly progre$saeteyond this stage, to being a man of property
with significant investments and lands in seveetpof the Midlands. This may be due in parti® t
considerable travelling that he must have undentattering his time as what one of his contemporary
adversaries referred to as a 'posting apostléeiis70s.

From other recordddorman & Irons, lists of Northamptonshire clergyofthamptonshire Record
Office), we know that Giles Sharrock was appointed poésdilton Malsor in 1571 — a living which
passed to his son Reginald Sharrock in 1610. Fnisyfather-son continuity, we can deduce thatGile
Sharrock retained the living at Milton Malsor (whilies 14 miles from Crick along the Watling Stree
and just south of Northampton) as a pluralist fvimtil his death in 1609. His pluralist holdings
probably account in part for his accumulated wealth

Other documentatiorCventry Archives: Deeds: ref. PA 152/37 /1 andif8ed 15th January
1610/1) shows that Reginald Sharrock and his wife Eleaotd to Edward Burbery a corvisor of
Coventry, a meadow adjacent to the Charterhousermdk in Coventry for £35; and to Ralph Walden
a merchant of Coventry the double-gyred waternailler] Charterhouse Mill which he was already
leasing from them, with a separate dwelling-housktaangle of land, for an undisclosed sum
(probably well in excess of £100). This pre-exigtP1-year lease to Ralph Walden suggests that thes
properties were parts of the estate of Giles Shkrroand indeed, the will text confirms this pretys
stating that the mill at Coventry was 'latelie fnased of George Leavet gentleman’; moreover, their
sale comes just after the time that we would expsubate clearance of his will. It is also inteireg to
note from these cited documents, that Reginalded@dnor appear to be joint owners/inheritors of the
property; this tends to confirm that they werausth puritans, since puritans believed firmly iméde
equality.]

In the name of god amen. The thirtieth daie oft&mper in the yeare of the raigne of our soveraigne
Lorde James, by the grace of God of England, Smbtlarance and Ireland kinge, defender of the faith
and of Scotland the three and fortieth. And inytbare of our Lorde one thousand six hundred and
nyne, | Gyles Sharrock of Creek in the countie oftNampton, clerk, being of good and perfect
remembrance, praised be God, doe make this myikhsind testament, in maner and forme following.
First | bequeath my soule into the hands of Allntiglisod my maker and of Jesus Christ my Redeemer
and the holie ghost my sanctifier, and my bodibdduried in decent buriall.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Joan Sharrock mgwyie hundred pounds of lawfull money of
England, and one bedd with all the furniture oflblest | have belonging unto the same.

Item, | give unto my sonne Reginald Sharrock al tiny lands which | lately estated him in situatd a
lying in the countie of Stafford, and to his heifesever.

Item, | give and doe grante unto William Sharrdoi haturall sonne of Nathaniell Sharrock my sonne,
all my right and estate in two closes in Silleswuart the parish of Watford, the one called old
Sillesworth Sharrock close, the other called nefeSiorth, and to his heires for ever. Provided
allwaies that his father Nathaniell Sharrock shalte the occupacion of them both untill the said
William Sharrock shall accomplish the age of oné arentye yeares, paying yearlie unto the said
William his sonne twentye pounds a yeare towardslinging upp.

Item, | give unto Joan Sharrock daughter of thd Bkithaniell, fowrtie pounds of lawefull money of
England, to be paied unto her when she shall aclysimpthe age of sixteene yeares.

Item, | give unto every one that | am grandfatheiowand now borne, fyve pounds a peece.

Item, | give unto everie one of my godchildren, lweepence a peece.

Item, | give unto Priscilla Davys tenne shillings.

Item, | give unto Elizabeth Myles my neece tenndisbs.

Item, | give unto Elizabeth Myles my servant tepo@nds.

Item, | give unto everie one of my servants terhilisgs a peece.

Item, | give unto John Davys clerk, twentye shdkn

Item, | give unto the children of Richard Miles mynne in lawe, one hundred pounds, which the said
Richard oweth unto me.

Item, | give unto Nathaniell Sharrock my sonne,legse of Stonlies farme with all the closes
belonging thereunto, and one other close commaalled Guyes close.

Also | give unto the said Nathaniel my sonne, ladl test of my goods, debts and chattells, my debts
being discharged, whom | make my sole executoultéilfthis my last will and testament.

In wittnes whereof | have hereunto set my handsaade this thirtieth of September aforesaid in the
presence of [the text of the will does not mentmly names at this point — but of course, it is a@nly
copy of the originall.

Furthermore my will is that, whereas William Arcteandeth bounde with me to Mr Willmore of
Everton for two and twentye pounds, my executoH $tave him harmeles from the same bond.

Giles Sharrock his mark.

John Davys, John Bucknell, William Archer, Willidtdatts, William Miles his mark, Roger Cowley.

Page 35



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

Item, my will ys that Hearsey Wollverston esquinalébe Guardian unto the aforesaid William
Sharrock. And | ordaine that the aforesaide aeriy annuity] of twentie pounds by the yeare durin
the nonage of the said William shall be yearelieganto the said Hearsey for the mayntenanceeof th
said William.

Allso my will is, that one hundred pounds due um® by vertue of a Lease of the Manor of Statfofde i
the countie of Stafford, payable by the aforesagdidey Woolverston after the decease of Katherin
Woolnerston of Statfolde, shall be paid unto Johar@&ck daughter of Nathaniel Sharrock aforesaid.
Item, | doe give and grannte unto Reginald Sharroglsonne and to his heires for ever, all my land,
tenements, and one myll in or neare unto Covenitd, all and singular the appurtenances thereunto
belonging, which | latelie purchased of George ledaentleman.

This addicion annexed in the presence of us, Javy§) Johan Sharrock, Elizabeth Milese, Hersey
Wolferston, William Myles, Mariat.

Probatio fuit .... 15 January 1609 [ie 1610]
Invent. extendit ad summum ...... [not filled in]

231. Guy Dunckley of Crick, 1611 (NR1 Book Z F179)

[In general the Dunckley family of Crick is a wémsl one, and this implies that Guy Dunckley may
have more possessions than might be suggestedHimbrevity of this nuncupative will ...

He appears to have been an elderly husbandmanjusith few lambs and sheep.

Several other members of his family are mentionetthé will; and if his reported speech is to his
eldest son, then he is a grandfather; moreoweredie passes on "the coffer and a pari of mustard
qguerns that were my father's" to his grandsorgetss evident that these are probably regardecatin th
family as heirlooms.

It is interesting that all the subscribed witnegselsis verbal will are women — could it be possitilat
they are all poor neighbouring widows, and thatgberer people in the village are thus gathered
together in proximity to each other? Or does itehesignify that his death may have occurred & th
daytime when most of the menfolk were out in tiedd&? Or could there be yet other explanations?]

17 October 1611. Memorandum that Guy Duncklie i¢lC in the countie of Northampton,
husbandman, did the daie and yeare above saige ipresence of us whose names are hereunder
subscribed as wytnesses, utter these words. "HEdWwaiill give Richard's sonne Guye an ewe and a
lambe; | will give thy sonne Robert a sheepe;illl give thy sonne Richard the coffer and a paife o
mustard quernes which were my father's. Be gqwdik thee to thy brother Richard, let him have two
hillers. | will give thee all the rest".

Suzan Coxe, Joane [Drossle?], Ursula Heyward, Mrfslargaret?] Duncklie.

Probatio fuit .... 11 January 1611 [ie 1612] c. et
Invent. extendit ad summum £3-2s-10d.

239. William Priest of Crick, 1612 (N2 Book T F104)

[Here is a useful inventory of the main possessaifrike village blacksmith. It seems from the dmal
size of his inventory, that he is a relatively paotan — and the same was true of a previous blathksmi
Richard Tomkins of Braunston, whose 1611 will appedove — he left only £15, while Preest leaves
even less, a mere £10. Could this, thereforenbéhar early example of a man made destitute by
engrossing of his land? See also the will of RidiBomkins, and other later wills in this serieseng
engrossing can be more definitely proven.

It seems, from the very precise and formulaic wagdif the transfer of Preest's house and closesto h
wife (viz 'holden of the chief Lord of the fee, the services heretofore in and of right accustoyned'
that his house and blacksmith's shop are copyholdepties held of the Lord of the Manor. We also
note his relationship with the extremely poor latiog family of Lawrence Beale of Kilsby (who
actually witnesses this will), and it is plain frahe small bequests to Beale's daughter Alicetheat
two families are related.]

In the name of god amen. | William Preest of Ciitkhe countie of Northamptom, blacksmithe, being

at this present time sicke and weake in bodie gatheless of perfect minde and remembrance (laud
and praise be given unto almightie God therefar)this sixteenth day of September in the yearé®f t
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raigne of our most gracious soveraigne lord Jargakdograce of God of England France and Ireland
king, defender of the faith this the ninth, andsobteland the five and fortieth, make and orddime t

my present testament, manisfesting hearin my ldktimvmanner and forme following, viz:

First and principallie | bequeath and recommendsowyle unto the infinite mercies of almightie God
the maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it todved through the merits of the death and passion of
our lord God and saviour Jesus Christ, and my bloci#nend to the ground, to be buried in the
churchyard of Crick abovesaide.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my kinsman and s¢Ré&chard [....insby?] all my [tales?] which | use
in and about my shope, as necessarie and belotging occupacion, to wit, my shope bellowes,
Stiddie [ie steady, or anvil], tongs, trough, grisatealtes?], hammers and all other tools whickd u
about my occupation.

Item, | give unto my kinswoman Alice Beale of Kilgbthirtie shillings of lawfull Englishe money,
paiable unto her, her executors or assigns attamehas she shall accomplish her full age of orte an
twentie yeares.

Item, | give unto my kinswoman Mary Preest, on¢hefdaughters of my brother Roger Preest, thirtie
shillings of like monie paiable likewise unto heérsach time as she shall accomplishe her full dge o
one and twentie yeares; but if the saide Maritifeg to die before her legacie be due unto hen, ting
will is that her legacie of 30s as above given bequeathed remaine, be and become paiable unto my
said kinswoman Alice Beale, her executors or assighsuch time as above is limitted and expressed.
Item, | give and bequeath unto my wellbeloved \mise?] Preest, all that my dwelling house,
together with my shope, barne, outhouses, orchgeddens and backside thereunto adioyning, situate,
lying and being within the parishe of Crick abaoaiele, and nowe in the tenure and occupacion of me
the saide William Preest, To have and hold the daselling house, shope, barn and all other the
premises with the appurtenances unto her the Aanisp?] Preest, her heires and assignes for emer:
the onelie [......] and use of her the saide [Amj$ereest her heires and assignes for ever; twolden

of the cheefe Lord of the fee by the services hefoee done and of right accustomed.

Item, all the rest of my goods and chattells ungigad unbequeathed, my debts, legacies and funerall
discharged, | give and bequeath unto my saide eleMed wife [Amise?] Preest, whom | make,
constitute and ordaine to be sole executrix of tiydast will and testament.

In withess whereof | the said William Preest hagarkunto set to my hand and seale, the daye and
yeare first above written.

Read, signed, sealed and delivered in the presd#nce

John Garret signed William X Preest

Edmund Cowlie

The mark of X Lawrence Kilworth

Probatio fuit .... 1 September 1612 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad ..... £10-2s-6d

240. Richard Harberd of Crick, 1612 (N2 Book P F37)

[This is the last in this series of 4 wills frormethlarbert/Harberd/Harbord family of Crick, the athe
dating from 1557, 1558 and 1602 respectively.]

In the name of god amen. | Richard Harberd oflCiricthe countie of Northampton, yeoman, beinge
sicke and weake in bodie yet nevertheless of penfidaede and memorie (laud and praise be given unto
almightie God therefore), doe this 20th daye oftSmper in the yeares of the raigne of oure soveeaig
lord James, by the grace of God of England Franddr&land king, defender of the faith, the nirghd

of Scotland the five and fortietie[1613, make and ordaine this my present testament mestimfy

herein my last will, in manner and forme followingz:

First and principallie | bequeath and recomend myesunto the infinite mercies of almightie God the
maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it to be s#wedigh the meritts of the death and passion of ou
lord God and saviour Jesus Christ; and my bod@rend to the ground, to be buried in the churche
yard of Crick abovesaide.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my sonne John Hdrteem shillings of lawfull Englishe monie, paiable
unto him his heires or assignes within one halfrgeafter the decease of me the said Richard Hhrber
Item, | give and bequeath unto my sonne Thomasétdrour pounds of like lawfull Englishe monie,
paiable likewise unto him within one halfe yeareeathe decease of me the said Richard Harberd.
Item, | give and bequeath to eche of the childdfemyp sonne in lawe William Shatswell, a lambe, & b
indifferentlie set forth by my executor, neithertbé best nor yet of the worst.

Item, | give unto my daughter Frances Shatswelhiae with the bees and comodities therein.
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Item, it is my will and desire that my daughterzalieth Harberd be kept and maintained by and with
my executor hereunder named, with meate, drinkeagpdrell as heretofore she hath bin, so longe as
they both shal be alive and live together; biitshall please God that my said daughter Elizabbdil
[decease and departe? ........ (NB: there is adiotdit in the document here, which obscures one or
more lines of the text; but the intent seems tathe if the executor should die, his heirs maskl

after Elizabeth) ....] my executor hereunder namiéshe [.... .... ..... ... ] kept and maintaineith

meate, drinke and apparell as beforetime she wdsistheires, executors or assignes. And theniit i
my will, desire and full intent, that the executdmy executor hereunder named, paie and give her
twentie pounds of lawfull Englishe monie, therehg $o be provided for well with some of her other
frends.

All the rest of my goods and chattells, my debg¢mtges and funerall discharged, | whollie give and
bequeath unto my sonne Roberte Harberd, whom | maikstitute and ordaine to be sole executor of
this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | the said Richard Harberd Haameunto set my hand and seale, the daye and yeare
first above written.

Read, signed, sealed and delivered in the presd#nce Richard

Harberd

Edmund Cowlie

Libens [Laban?] Driver

Edward Newton

Item, | give unto Thomas Whitemyll 40s, paiabl@abn a reasonable demand at the daie of the
mariage of the said Thomas.

Item, | give unto my daughter Frances Shatswel, 10

Item, | give unto William Harberd, Richard Harbendd John Harberd the sonnes of my sonne Robert
Harberd, to every of them a shepe.

No probate date ... Invent. extendit ad .... £95-4d

242. Nathaniel Sharrock of Crick, 1613 (PROB 11/122)

[This is the son of Giles Sharrock, the promineartyepuritan who later became priest of Milton Mals
and Crick, and whose will of 1609 is listed at It282.

We know a good deal about both Giles and Nathdmel other documents, see the will of Giles
Sharrock above. And thus, it comes as no surprisete that he leaves to his executor the chdice o
location for his burial — incidentally, the first this series of wills who does not request bunidhe
parish where he resides — since we know that h@fogerty at Crick, Milton Malsor, Watford,
Coventry and elsewhere.

From the helpful details in this will regarding hesises in Watford, we see that he and his fatiles G
had been assiduously buying up or leasing landeantbsing it for sheep-pasture — in this caseal tot
of 67 acres, which represented about 3-4% of thdable land within Watford parish. This mirrorset
process of enclosure-by-land-profiteers that wasgyon at Onley — and doubtless elsewhere in this
area — at about the same time.

From the specific wording of his two separate mfiees, to the '5 children he had by his wife Luarec
and to 'my eldest daughter Joane', it seems likalyNathaniel Sharrock had a first wife who died (
childbirth?) and that Lucrecia is his second wiéid since Lucrecia gave him 5 children, this tends
confirm that his first wife must have died whildlselatively young. Note also that the leasdanfd
that is bequeathed to his daughter Joan will oalp&to her after the death of her grandmotherolde
Joan Sharrock the widow of Giles Sharrock; thé efilGiles Sharrock left his property in Staffordeh
to his son Reginald — so we may deduce that edtldeloan is now living in Staffordshire with
Reginald, or else Reginald has meanwhile died Himsed that his Staffordshire property has reverted
to Joan.

The final bequest — to the presenters in the Gafuking's Bench — is especially intriguing. Nathen
Sharrock has evidently been assisted by theseimpmcessing claims through King's Bench; sodher
is obviously more research work to be done onwtilis by looking through the King's Bench Plea
records at the PRO.]

In the name of god amen. The fourth day of Jurteéryeare of our Lord God one thousand six
hundred and thirteen, and in the eleaventh yeatteeafaigne of our soveraigne Lord James, by the
grace of God king of England, France and Irelaredgrder of the faith, and of Scotland the six and
fortieth, | Nathaniell Sharrock of Creeke in thauntie of Northampton, gentleman, being sicke inybod
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but of a perfect and [disposting?] mynde and memanrgyse be unto thallmightie God for the same, do
make constitute and ordeyne this my last will aaglament in manner and forme followinge.

First | bequeath my soule to the handes of Aimgkod my creator, redeemer and savyour, by whose
merritts only and passion | hope to be saved, aptdady to be buried in such church or churchyard as
my executors shalbe pleased to appoynt.

Item, | doe desire and my will and pleasure ist tha yearde and thatt quartern of land lying ieeke

in the countie of Northampton aforesaid which mifgairchased shalbe sould by my executor within
three yeeres after my death and decease at thediesate it can.

Item, my further will and pleasure is that two les$ying and being in Watford in the countie of
Northampton aforesaid, the one of Twentie and seacees of pasture and the other of Fourtie acres
for many years yet to come, shall likewise be sdwlany executor at the uttermost valew within three
yeares after my decease, and as well out of tHitpras by the sale of my land.

Three hundreth poundes lawfull English money tpéiele to my wife Lucrecia Sharroke, which | give
unto her during her lyffe, and after her death decease the saide Three hundreth pounds to béopaid
my five children which | have had by my said wytteat is to saye, Henry, Gyles, Thomas, Robert and
Elizabeth, and the same to be devided amongst iysgwen and equally portions.

And also my goods and chattells likewyse to beesbak the uttermost valew; and the said three
hundreth pounds being paide as aforesaide andifikawy debts being fulfilled and paide, The
remaynder | give unto my said five children, todevided as aforesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my eldest dauglu@nd a lease lyinge and being in Statfould in the
countie of Stafford, and the same to come untafter the death and decease of her grandmother.
And lastlie | give unto the prysenters in the Conaole of the King's Bench twentie shillings.

All will or wylls whatsoever which formerly | havamade | doe utterly revoke and doe nomynate and
ordayne Thomas [B?/R?]yllston my soule executdhisf my last will and testament.

In wytnesse whereof | have hereunto putt my hamdsgale the daye and yeare above written.

Signed Nathaniel Sharocke.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of Gcor: Skymterk, Toby [Ewens?], James Lovell, Robert
Rouse, Sign. Richard [Basst?].

Probatum fuit .... 8 July 1613 ... etc.
No inventory total is given.

[NB: A marginal note in Latin states that his widbucrecia Sharrock's probate was carried out en th
5 May 1626]

243. William Watts of Crick, 1613 (N2 Book R F18)

[This will seems to have been taken down from dakstatement at the deathbed. Note the Watts
family connection to the wealthy Mason family ofickr yeomen — see the earlier wills of Ambrose
Mason and John Mason in 1603 and 1607 in thisserieseems that William Watts' wife was
formerly a Mason.

William Watts appears as a wealthy yeoman farméh 8vquarters of a yardland — about 22 acres — of
profitable farmland, plus what seems to be a sépda@use and grounds in Kilsby that he is rentinig o
for profit. His inventory, just over £200, putsthabove mere husbandmen.]

A note of William Watts his will, taken the 23 da&October anno dom 1613.

First | commite my soule unto almightie God & terfNB is this a shorthand reference to the Trirjity?
Item, | give and bequeath unto my foure daughteustie pounds a peece, to be paid unto them when
they shall accomplishe the age of 30 yeares dreatlaie of their mariage.

Item, | give unto Richard Watts my sonne and toheiises for ever that half yearde land which |
purchased of my father Mason in Cricke, but my igilthat the profitts thereof be taken by my
executors from my decease to Michaelmas, and fhemde for four yeares following for the better
performance of my will and legacies.

Item, | give unto John Watts my sonne and to hisekdor ever, that quarterne of land which |
purchased of Mr Sharrock in Cricke, but my wilth&t my executors doe take the profitts therebf til
Michaelmas, and from that time for the space df freares after for the better performance of myy wil
and legacies.

Also my will is that there shall be a Surrendersesisof my house and grounds according to thé [.....
customs in Kilsbie, unto the use of William Wattg sonne, and to his heires for ever; further m wi
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is that my executors take the rent and profittthaf house and grounds till Michaelmas, and from
thence for the space of eight yeares for the bpigormance of my will and legacies.

Item, | give unto my sonne Jonas Watts twentie geuto be paid unto him when he shall accomplish
the age of 20 yeares.

Also my will is, and | make my executors, Sibill myfe and Robert my sonne, and my will is that my
wife shall occupie and be halfe with Robert my soimall my goods and encrease that shall growe
unto them, during the time that she keepeth hée se@lmaried [..... ......... et e uthf my wife
shall marrie againe then shee shal have by redduar ¢......] executorix, or otherwise for her fgabut
onelie twentie pounds and so depart.

Item, | give to the poor of Crick 10s.

Witnesses

John Bucknell

Richard X Garret

Thomas Doncklye

Probatio fuit .... 13 November 1613 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad .... £201-7s

244. William Newett of Crick, 1613 (N2 Book S F106)

[We see here some further consequences of the-bpeakthe estate of the late Giles Sharrock. It
appears that William Newett bought his quartertanl from Giles Sharrock before the priest died —
and this was just as well for William Newet, siricappears from the will of Giles Sharrock's son
Nathaniel (see earlier in 1613, above) that Natamas a tightfisted individual — note Nathaniel's
injunctions to his executors to sell his possessfonthe maximum price obtainable. Such inforovati
as this all helps us to build up a more completéupé of the precise holdings of the Sharrock famil
As for the Newets, they appear to be a numerolis,tsome 8 or 9 children in all, with several & th
children evidently still quite young — so we majeinthat the parents William and Alice are moselk
in their early 40s. From his relatively high intery value, William appears to have prospered.]

In the name of god amen. | Thomas Newet of Cricthé countie of Northampton, husbandman,
beinge at this present time sicke and weake in lyetimontheless of perfect mynde and remembrance
(laude and prayse be given to almightie God theyefoe this 20th daie of September anno dom 1613
make and ordayne this my present testament, méngddserein my last will, in manner and forme
following.

First and principallie | bequeath and comend mylesaato the inifinite mercie of almightie God the
maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it to be séweaigh the merits of the death and passion of our
lord God and saviour Jesus Christ, and my bod@riend to the ground to be buried within the
churchyearde of Crick abovesaide.

Item, | bequeath unto the poore of Crick 12d offldiWEnglish monie.

Item, | give and bequeath and it is my will that mgllbeloved wife Alice Newet shall have and enioie
[ie enjoy] to her owne use and behoof, for andrduthier natural life keeping her self sole and
unmaried, my quarterne of arable, meadow and pagnaund and the appurtenances, situate, lying and
being in the fields of Crick aforesaid, that | gidrchase of Mr Giles Sharrocke clerke, latelie deed;
but after the death of my said wife or the daibef mariage, whethyer shall happen first, | give an
bequeath my said quartern of arable ley, meadowpastiire grounds and the said appurtenances to my
sonne Richard Newet, to have and to hold to hins#ie Richard and the heires of his bodie lawfullie
begotten, for ever; and for default of heireshaf $aid Richard lawfullie begotten, it is my witical

give and bequeath the said quarterne of land Warappuretenances to my sonne Thomas Newet, to
have and to hold to him and the heires and assigfiteis bodie lawfullie begotten for ever; but for
default of heires of the bodie of the said Thomasvat lawfullie begotten, | give and bequeath my sai
quarterne of land and the appurtenances to my daugkgnes?] Newet, to have and to hold to her, her
heires and assignes for ever.

Item, | give unto my daughter Elizabeth Newet teams of lawfull English monie, paiable at the daie
of her mariage.

Item, | give unto my daughter Alice Newet other gerunds of like monie, paiable at the daie of her
mariage.

Item, | give unto my daughter Marie Newet five pdsrof like monie, paiable at the daie of her
mariage.

Item, | give unto my daughter Sara Newet other fisands of like monie, paiable at the daie of her
mariage.
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Item, | give unto my daughter Abigail Newet othimefpounds of like monie, paiable at the daie af he
mariage.

Item, unto my said sonne Thomas Newet other fiuengds of like monie, paiable at his age of one and
twentie yeares.

Item, | give unto my said sonne Richard one of my tolts, the which of them my wife wil.

All the rest of my goodes, cattells and chattelig,debts, legacies and funerall discharged, | giveé
bequeath unto my wellbeloved wife Alice Newet, whbmake constitute and ordaine to be sole
executrix of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my handesaate the daie and yeare first above written.
Sealed and delivered in the presence of

Edmund Cowlie

[Corah?] Mariat

The mark of X William Dickes

Probatio fuit ... 13 November 1613 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad .... £101-10s-8d

248. Thomas L andfield of Crick, 1614 (N2 Book R F227)

[This will is the first in this series that bears imtroduction "In the name of God amen"; inddéd,
lacks almost all of the customary formulaic introthry phrases, which makes it a most unusual
departure from the norm. This relative informalityay perhaps be accounted for by the fact thatreve a
evidently dealing here with quite a young marrieghm perhaps just into his early twenties. Theé fac
that he makes no mention of his wife implies thegt ®0 has died, and presumably very recently.
Langfield appears to be living in close contactwits father in law Henry Lee and his wife, who are
wealthy enough to afford at least 3 house-senamisa groom. This in turn gives some clue to ibe s
of their household — it must be at least a 3-hdaotisehold, and probably more, which narrows itmow
to one of about 5 or 6 houses, if they lived inc€ri However, no Langfields were listed in the 467
Hearth Tax survey for Crick, and only one relatyvpbor Lee family; so it may be that the Lee famil
were residents of another village (eg there wegatglof Lees in Kilsby throughout the 1600s).

When we recall the relative youth of this young piamakes his careful and generous list of beguest
the more touching — especially the sad little stegtet "Item, for the charge of my burial, 3s-4d"...]

Anno dom 1614 August 11th. | Thomas Langfield ddaine this to be my last will and testament.
Imprimis | bequeath my soule unto almightie Godj ary bodie to be buried in Christian burial in
decent manner.

Item, | bequeath unto the poor of Creeke, 10s.

Item, to John Smith 5s.

Item, to the minister of Creeke Mr Keynis, 10s,.t0..............

Item, to my father and mother in law, to each 10s.

Item, to my sister Sara 5s.

Item, to my sister Margot 5s.

Item, to Martha, servant of the house, 2s-6d.

Item, to Gifford [Mills/Wills?], 2s.

Item, to [Fla....] 12d.

Item, | bequeath to Christopher [Wolsnith?] 5s.

Item, to Frances maide servant 2s-6d

Item, to Cecelia 2s-6d maide servant likewise elibuse.

Item, to Kinge, servant in the [p........ ] 12d.

Item, for the charge of my burial, 3s-4d.

Item, | bequeath unto my sister Joane [Hal?] heestlson, all my goodes and chattells moveable and
unmoveable resting in my father in law Henrie Leel&nds, to be payde when he cometh to be of the
age of 21 yeares; and if he die, to the nexteliviiig lawfullie begotten of my sister. And theaifie
the interest] thereof, my will is that it will beapde until the money be payde unto her, [thatus®)

my sister Joane.

Item, | make my father in law Henrie Lee my full @i and sole executor who, when all legacies and
debts be paid, is to make account unto my sistam fldal?] what remaineth behind, and afor [ie bejfor
my wil is proved, she to have the use [ie the g and her child is to have the remaynder wten h
cometh to yeares in manner and form as is abowefigak in the mean time she is to have the use.
This wil was made in the presence of us The mérk X Thomas Langfield
Nathan Keynis
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William [Friends?]

Probatio fuit ... 27 August 1614 ... etc.
No inventory total given.

249. Richard Allen of Crick, 1615 (N2 Book T F80)

[This carpenter appears, unlike some previous Bladks in this series, to be not too badly off;
however, he has little money to bequeath, and fmghaost of his estimated £29-16s-4d of possessions
was in hard goods. We have a useful listing ofower carpenters' tools — and from bequest of tlee on
cow, we see that the family kept one or more bdastsilk (and perhaps a pig for bacon?); and we ca
infer that they probably had no farmland but usedrtcottage-close/garden to the full for growing

stock vegetables, to eke out their meagre incofmem the text it is clear that there was an elder s

also named Richard after his father, who appeadnate died recently — perhaps in the same epidemic?
We can also infer that the other sons John and Bdmere too young to act for themselves, since thei
bequests were paid for safe keeping jointly todldest surviving son Francis and the friend of the
family (or possible work-partner?) Thomas Facerowlgned his name very neatly as one of the
witnesses. We can also infer that Francis wasddde old enough — say between 15 and 20? — to
inherit his father's tools and carry on the famide, as the family's only remaining breadwinner.
These inferences in turn give us the further hivdt the children were spaced out in age, with abbb

2 years or more between each child — could thikgps be another subtle sign that money was a bit
tight in the household? Francis had probably leduthe trade by his father's side, and acted as
apprentice to him, but now had to shoulder the emesponsibility. Finally, though it is expectédtt

his wife Joan will marry again to provide secufity herself, it is also assumed that if she doesshe

will move out of the house — further evidence & tbugh ages of the various children, who hence
appear to be all in the 10-20 age group, and jpstibable to fend for themselves, making the hugban
and wife somewhere in their mid- to late 40s.]

In the name of god amen. | Richard Allen of Crickthe countie of Northampton, carpenter, being at
this present time sicke and weake in bodie bukofggt minde and remembrance (praise be unto
allmightie God therefor), doe this 14th daie of Btaanno dom 1614 [ie calendar year 1615] ordaine
this my present testament in manner and forme\atig.

First | bequeath my soule unto the infinite meraealmightie God the maker and redeemer thereof,
trusting to be saved through the merits of thetdaatl passion of our lord God and Saviour Jesus
Christ, and my bodie | comend to the ground, toixéed in the church yearde of Crick aforesaid.
Item, | give unto my sonne John Allen 20s of lawftiglish money, paiable unto my brother Facer[?]
and my sonne Francis, at and before such timea®Joy nowe wife shall marrie againe.

Item, | give unto my said sonne John, the cow whiels my sonne Richard's.

Item, | give unto my sonne Edmund Allen other 2DBke monie, paiable likewise unto my said
brother Facer and my said sonne Francis, at armésfich time as my said wife shall marrie againe.
Item, | give unto my said sonne Francis Allen mgthmir of frames [ie clamps], my best axe, a
[moiebill?], a framing saw, a panel saw and a pg2?] sawe.

Item, all the rest of my goodes ungiven, my debt$legacies discharged, | give and bequeath unto
Joane my wife, whom | make sole executrix of thislast will and testament.

Item, | give unto my sonne Edmund my best cobbierddpboard].

In witness whereof | have heareunto set my hande.

Witnesses Signed Richard Allen

Edmund Cowlie

Corah Marriatt

Thomas Facer

Probatio fuit ... 1 April 1615
Invent. extendit ad ... £29-16s-4d

254. John Smith of Crick, 1615 (PROB 11/127)

[A useful will insofar as it links John Smith to dimas Dunckley and Thomas Cowley, both in terms of
friendship and also as near neighbours in thegellp
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In the name of god amen. | John Smith of Crickhimcountie of Northampton, husbandman, being at
this present time sicke and weake in bodye, ye¢ntbegless of perfect mynde and remembrance (lawde
and praise be given unto Almightie God therefoog this nyne and twentieth day of December Anno
dom one thousand six hundred and fifteen, makeoath@lyne this my present testament manifesting
herein my last will, in manner and forme folowimnig:

First and principallie | bequeath and recommendsoule unto the infinite mercys of Almightie God
the maker and redeemer thereof, trusting yt taalved only throughe the meritts of the death and
passion of oure lord and Savyour Jesus Christpanbodye | commend to the ground to be buryed
within the churchyard of Crick abovesayed.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my daughter Sardhenénn pounds of lawfull Englishe money,
payable unto my very good neighbours and frendesmBls Donckley and Thomas Cowley, at and
upon the feast day of St John the Baptist nexthbyn to be employed to her use.

Item, | give unto my sayed daughter Sara twentilirels money to buy her a Bedstead withall, and my
best hillling, a blankett, a payer of sheetes anthtiresse.

Item, | give unto my sonne Samuel Smith other tgmends of like money, payable unto my sayed
good neighboures and frendes Thomas Dunckley anthdt Cowley at the sayed feate daye of Saint
John the Baptist next, to be employed by themdaike.

Item, | give unto my sonne Joseph Smith, fyve pesmnaf lawfull English money, payable at such tyme
as he shall accomplyshe the age of twelve yeres.

Item, | give unto my sonne William Smith other fyweundes of like money, payable at such tyme as
he shall accompyshe the age of twelve yeres.

Item, | give unto my daughter Annys Smith otherdypoundes of like money, payable at such tyme as
she shall accomplyshe the age of eighteen yeres.

Item, | give unto my daughter Elizabeth Smith otfyse poundes of like money, payable at such tyme
as she shall accomplyshe her age of eighteen yeres.

Item, | give unto my daughter Dorothie Smith, othste poundes of like money, payable at such tyme
as she shall accomplyshe her age of eighteene. yeres

Item, | give unto the child unborn with that my &if great in childe withall, other fyve poundedilké
money, payable at such tyme as the said childé at@mplyshe the age of eighteene yeres.

And yt is my will that the legaceys which | havegi to my two sonnes Joseph and William be payd
unto my sayd ............ and friends Thomas Daggckind Thomas Cowley, being loyal by them .... good
uses untill they come to the ages of eighteenesyere

Item, | give to the poore homes in Crick threelstigk four pence.

All the rest of my goodes and chattells ungiven anblequeathed | give and bequeath unto my
wellbeloved wife Elizabeth Smith, whom | make myesexecutrix of this my last will and testament.
Witnessed Edmund Cowlie, Thomas Donckley sign.,m&® Cowlie sign., Thomas Robinson, [Ba...?]
Handes.

259. Joan M ason of Crick, 1616 (N2 Book P F45)

[This is the widow of Ambrose Mason (NB his secavite), whose will dated 1603 appears above. In
Ambrose Mason's will we read that he was involviedaly with yeomen farmers in both Barby and
Crick — Ralph Smith and Thomas Dunkley — and 3oaeention in her will of the land in Barby
confirms this, since it is now occupied and culidehby a member of the Smith family (not Thomas the
son of Ralph Smith; though we learn herein thairhas Mason of Barby is Joan's son-in-law). From
the formal wording used in reference to the hotwdasby, we see that it is a leasehold property, to
which presumably Ambrose Mason held a long-terredefeom the lord of Barby. The connection with
the Dunckley family still persists (eg in giftsttee children of Henry Dunckley of Haddon), sincaido
herself was originally a Dunckley — as we learhén will, her brother is Thomas Dunckley of Crick .
We thus see that there were strong and close ctongedy marriage between these three yeoman
families in Barby and Crick .

Joan's inventory amounts to £37-19s-4d — by corspayiher late husband Ambrose left an estate of
£174-13s; so we see that Ambrose's executorphis\lliam Mason, made good provision for his
step-mother in accordance with his father's wighes.

In the name of god amen. | Joane Mason of Cridkéncountie of Northampton, widowe, beinge at
this present time sicke and weake in bodie yetnbkekess of perfect minde and memorie (praise and
thanks be given unto almightie God therefor), ds #bth day of November in the yeare of the raigne
of our soveraigne lord James, by the grace of G&thgland France and Ireland King, Defender of the
faith the sixteenthe, and of Scotland the ninefartieth, make and ordaine this my present testamen
manifesting herein my last will, in manner and ferfollowing, viz:
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First and principallie | bequeath and recommendsoyle unto the infinite mercies of almightie God
the maker and redeemer thereof, trusting it todved through the meritts of the death and pasdion o
our lord God and saviour Jesus Christ, and my blociienend to the ground, to be buried in the church
yard of Crick aforesaid.

Item, | give to the poore of Crick e, 6s-8d, pagabithin oneyeare after my decease.

Item, | give towards the repayr of the towne cawjeesauseways] 4s.

Item, | give unto my sonne Andrewe Mason five pauatilawfull English monie, paiable within one
yeare after my decease.

Item, | give unto my sonne Giles Mason £20 of ldvi#nglish monie, paiable within one halfe yeare
after my decease.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my sonne Edward Klaalbthat messuage or tenement, garden and
close, with all the rights, [members] and appunees thereunto belonging, scituate lying and being
Barbie in the said countie of Northampton, nowéhim occupation of one Richard Humfrey; And also
all that one quarterne of arable, lea meadow astlipaground with all and singular the rights,
members and apprutenances thereunto belongingatilying and being within the fields of Barbie
abovesaide, now in the tenure holding and occupatimne Edward Smith his assigne or assignes; To
have and to hold the said messuage or tenemedermgand close and also the said quarterne of land
with all and singular theire and onlie of theirghtis, members and appurtenances whatsoever, unto hi
the said Edward Mason and the heires of his bedifullie to be begotten, for ever. And for want of
heires of the said Edward lawfullie to be begotterip my saide sonne Giles Mason and the heires of
his bodie lawfullie to be begotten, for ever. Andwant of heires of the saide Giles lawfullieb®
begotten, unto William Mason and of the sonnestainias Mason of Barbie and the heires of his bodie
lawfullie to be begotten, for ever. To be heldha# cheefe lord or lords of the fee or fees therepthe
rents and services hearetofore due and of rightshomed.

Item, | give unto the children of Henrie Duncklieladdon, fortie shillings of lawful English monii,

be equallie devyded amongst them, paiable withany@are after my decease.

Item, | give unto Nathan Douncklie a lamb.

All the rest of my goods and chattells ungiven antdequeathed, my debts legacies and funreal
discharged, | give and bequeath unto my brothem@sDounckelie of Crick and my sonne in law
Thomas Mason of Barbie, whom | make constitute @daine to be sole executors of this my last will
and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set to my hambisgale, the daye and yeare above first written.
Item, | give to eche of my godchildren 12d a peece.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of: The wfarkX  Joan Mason

Edmund Cowlie John Smith X hisrkna

Probatio fuit .... 15 February 1617 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad ... £37-19s-4d

261. Joan Sharrock of Crick, 1618 (N2 Book M F198)

[This is the widow of the leading puritan and sametpriest of Crick and Milton Malsor, Giles
Sharrock, and the mother of Nathaniel Sharrocklgean, whose respective wills appear earlier in
1609 and 1613.

By the wording of her introductory dedication aeduest for burial, we can infer that she had amothe
son who pre-deceased her; later in the will itesgpp that this was Reginald Sharrock, who we nae w
old enough to be married with children of his own.

Note that she leaves 4s to the "fowre ringersbfighe church bells, which seems rather unusuahier
wife of a puritan minister, since puritans tende@schew bell-ringing. We also have in her beqaest
specific and useful list of the poorer people atKrat that date.

There is also mention of 'a coverlet of black aalioyw' — which calls to mind that famous puritan of
Twelfth Night, Shakespeare's Malvolio, with hislgel stockings and black cross-garters! This, iso,
not quite what we expect of a sober puritan widow .

The gift of a pair of gloves to the overseer -his tase Edward Cowley — is the first example is th
series of a custom that later became very common.]

In the name of god amen. | Joan Sharrock of Ciickhe countie of Northampton, widow, anno dom
1617 February the eighteenth, doe ordaine thigtmp last will and testament, viz:

| bequeath my soule into the handes of almightid @g faythful creator and merciful redeemer; and
my bodie | would have buried in the church of Cesekhere my [child?] was interred.
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Item, | bequeath to the poore of Creeke 20s, thdstowed in manner and forme following, viz: unto
Thomas [Brigman?] 12d, and my old clothes to bedvesd unto Thomas Brigman's wife and to Annis
[Beacham?] according to the discretion of Lucré&tiearrocke of Creeke my daughter in lawe; and to
Annis [Beacham?] 12d in money; Item, | bequeatio Umnis Shatswell 12d, to John Smith 12d; 4s to
the fowre ringers ; my old hat to Lawrence Kilwgrtand the remainder of the 20s is to be bestowed
where my daughter in law Lucretia Sharrock shaitiktfiit, beside 4s to the ringers and besides e 2
mentioned.

Item, | bequeath unto Elizabeth Woodam my granddiike pounds and my lesser chest, one coverlet
of black and yellow, a payre of hempen shetes.

Item, | bequeath unto my son Reginald's childresy 2Quallie to be devided, and eleven shillings unt
his wife.

Item, | bequeath unto Elizabeth Sharrock, daugimés Lucretia Sharrock of Creeke, my bedstead, my
fetherbed, my woolens, with all things belongingrdunto, with my chest and linnens, and an arras
covering for a bed.

Item, | bequeath unto Francis, Mr Keynes his sdpn2si6d.

All other my goods, chattells, debts, dues and aelmavhatsoever belonging unto me, |1 doe bequeath
unto my wellbeloved daughter in law Lucretia Shekrof Creeke, whom | make my full whole and
sole executrix, and | appoint Mr Nathaniel Keyned &r Edward Cowlie to be overseers of my will,
and | bequeath to Mr Edward Cowlie a payre of géoakout 2s-6d price.

This will was made in the presence of Nathanieliésy Lucretia Sharrocke and of Elizabeth [Shi...I..
and [Lettis Newton?].

The mark of X  Joan Sharrock

Probatio fuit ... ... [no clear date]
Invent. extendit ad ... £20-11s-8d.

268. William Cowley of Crick, 1619 (N2 Book O F207)

[There are 6 Cowley wills in this series — 3 frontsky and 3 from Crick — and these 6 wills are
probably worth considering as a single family grdup

In the name of god amen. | William Cowlie of Gécin the countie of Northampton, yeoman, beinge
at this present time weake in bodie, yet of goademmbrance (laude and praise be given unto almightie
God therefore), doe this 20th daie of Julye anno d619, make and ordaine this my present testament,
manifestinge herein my last will, in maner and ferfallowinge, viz:

First and principallie | bequeath and recomendesmyle unto the infinite mercies of almightie God,
themaker and redeemer thereof, Trustinge it taalwvedsthrough the merits of the death and passion of
our Lorde God and Saviour Jesus Christ, and myeblocbmende to the ground, to be buried in the
churchyard of Crick abovesaide.

Item, | bequeath unto Robert Tomson of Kilshie @bawful English monie, paiable within one halfe
yeare after my decease.

Item, | give unto my sonne Thomas Cowlie, a haasegld carte, a plough, and five pounds of like
monie, paiable likewise within one halfe yeare raftyy decease.

And to evry one of his children, a shepe.

All the rest of my goodes and cattell, my debtatégs and funeral discharged, | give and bequeath
unto my sonne Roger Cowlie, whome | make sole ereai this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have caused this writing tarmele, and have heareunto set my hand, the daie and
yeare first above written.

Sign X William Cowlie

Witnesses:

Edmunde Cowlie

The mark of X John Harris

Probatio fuit ..... 5 October 1620 ....etc
Invent. extendit ad .... £145-16s-4d.
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280. John Clarke of Crick, 1621 (N2 Book P F129)

[A wealthy yeoman, with inventory valued at £235%410d, a member of the influential Clarke family
of Crick (see earlier wills dated 1598 and 160@ also a later will in the 1640s), and owning lamnd
property both in Crick and Rugby. But though wieal neither he nor any of his withesses couldewrit
their names ... contrast, for instance, with Kilstilts of this same date, where roughly half thenme
sign their name.

Part of his estate, as we see, was a half yardlarmbout 15 acres) 'recently’ purchased from siate

of the late Giles Sharrock — though since Giles®lol died in 1609, it may be that the sale wasenad
subsequently by his son Nathaniel Sharrock (digkB),6r by his widow Joan (died 1618).

In the bequests to his family, we learn much ofGlerke family tree, and we also see that theynaaié
established in the upper levels of village socishgring between their various members severakfsarc
of land, several large houses and smaller cottagekan inn, and on terms of close friendship tith
well to do Bucknell and Watts families of Crick .

Note that there is a John Pynson working (in C#tks a blacksmith at this time — he is almost
certainly the second son of Henry Pinson the praggeblacksmith of Kilsby, whose will dated 1590
appears earlier in this series. It will be intéresto compare the respective fortunes of the Isdve
blackmiths who appear among these transcriptst ipevident that they were by no means all
prosperous ...]

In the name of god amen. The fifth daie of Mayhia yere of our Lorde one thousand six hundred
twentie and one. And in the ninetenth year ofrttigne of our soveraign lord James, by the grace of
God king of England France and Ireland, defend¢hefaith, the nineteenth, and of Scotland thedou
and fiftieth, 1 John Clarke of Cricke in the countif Northampton, yeoman, being sicke in body lfut o
perfect and sound remembrance thanks be to Godneke and ordaine this my last will and
testament, in manner and forme following, thabisdy:

First | give and bequeath my soule unto almightiel Gy creator, hoping assuredly through his mercy,
in the merits and passion of his deare son my Savdesus Christ to be made partaker of everlasting
life, and | comitt my body to the earth of whentedame.

And as concerning my worldly substance which Gotisfmercy hath bestowed uppon me, | give and
bequeath them as followeth, viz:

First | give unto Alice Atkins, daughter of my cos@illiam Atkins and Mary now his wife, of Walcote
and in the parish of Grandborough in the counti#&/afwick, All that my cotage house with all the
rightes members and appurtenances therof whatsamirate and being in Rugby in the countye of
Warwick, which | late purchased to me and my heiafeEhomas Holden of Rugby aforesaid, Butcher;
to have and to hold the said cotage house withgits members and appurtenances thereof, unto the
said Alice Atkins and to her heires and assignesvier.

Item, | give unto my cosen Mary Atkins, now wifetbe said William Atkins, one halfe yardland of
arrable meadowe pasture and comon, with all tHeggitmembers appurtenances therof whatosever,
lying and being in Crick aforesaid, which | laterghiesed and bought to me and my heires of Gyles
Sharogge of Cricke aforesaid, clerke, to have artbtd the said halfe yardland arrable meadow
pasture and comon with the rights members and &amamces, unto the said Mary Atkins and to her
heires and assignes forever.

Item, | give unto my cosen Edward Clarke, my brothdward's sonne, one cotage house with one
closse adioyninge, with the appurtenances, in E€rafbresaide, now in the tenure of Edward Coten,
and one yardland of arrable meadow pasture and rcovitbh appurtenances, to be equally devided and
taken out of that three yardlands in Cricke whhawe in my owne possession and occupation, and to
be laid and sett out at the furthest parte of ittlel$; To have and to hold the said cotage halssse
and yardland with their appurtenances unto the Bdidard Clarke my cosen and brother's sonne and to
his heires and assignes forever.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Agnes Clarke, widawe cosen, fortie shillings.

Item, | give unto my brother Edward Clarke, twem@unds of currant Englishe money, to be paid him
by my executor hereafter named within sixe yeased after my decease.

Item, | give and bequeath to every of my brothew&d his sonnes, ten pounds a peece, to be paid
them likewise within sixe yeares next after my deee

Item, | give and bequeath unto William Clarke ofdke aforesaid, Inholder, three pounds of currant
English money, to be paid him within fowre yearestrafter my decease.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Elizabeth Clarkeyenaife of Richard Clarke of Crick aforesaid, fert
shillings of currant English money.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my godchild Philifieridge?] ten shillings of currant English money
And | give unto John Pynson Blacksmyth six shilirand eight pence of currant English money
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Item, | give unto Elizabeth Kyrbye my godchild targhillings and fowre pence of currant English
money.

Item, all the rest of my goodes, cattells and eliattvhatsoever not before given and bequeathgigel
and bequeath unto my said cosen William Atkins, mhanake my full and sole executor of this my
last will and testament.

And | doe desire and appoynt my very loving neigirs@and frends William Bucknell gentleman and
Robert Watts to be the overseers of this my labtant testament, and | doe give to either of tliem
their paines they shall take therein, twentie Bigh a peece.

In witness whereof | havbe hereunto sett my hambisaale, the daye and yeare aforesaid.

In the presence of theis witnesses, viz.:

William Porter, scribe The mark of X JoBGlarke

William Sheares X his mark

Gregory Killworth X his mark

Probatio fuit ... 3 November 1621 ... etc
Invent. extendit ad ... £235-12s-10d.

282. Agnes Banbury of Crick, 1622 (N2 Book M F248)

[This poor widow apparently has very little to leavwWe may surmise, from the nature of her bequests
that her maiden name was Greene.]

In the name of god amen. | Anise Banberie of Cegclwidowe, beinge weak in bodie but of perfite
remembrance (praise be given unto God therefor}thiee0th daie of Aprill anno dom 1622 make and
ordaine this my present testament, declaring theayi last will, in manner and forme followinge.

First | bequeath my soule unto the infinite mercgéglmightie God, the maker and redeemer thereof,
trusting it to be saved through the merits of thatt of our lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ; ranpd
bodie | comend to the ground to be buried withim ¢hurch yearde of Crick abovesaide.

Item, | bequeath unto my kinsman Thomas Greeneyiee ud sheets.

All the rest of my goods whatsover | fullie givedapequeath unto my kinsman Robert Greene, whom |
make and ordaine to be sole executor of this ntywdkand testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set to my mahedaie and yeare first above written.

Delivered as her acte and deede in the preserieédmiind Cowlie, Thomas Fisher and John [Woth?]
The mark of X  Annis Banberie

Sign. Thomas X Fisher

Sign. John X  [Woth?]

Probatio fuit ... 22 May 1622
Invent. extendit ad ... £5?-11s?-4d.

284. Nathaniell Keynes of Crick, 1622 (N2 Book O F127; also copied as PROB 11/141)

[Nathaniel Keynes was priest in Crick after Gifsarrock. His first temporal bequest, of monethto
poor of Broughton, may indicate that he was presfipincumbent at one of the nearby Broughtons ...
this could easily be checked in Dorman & Ironsgd #re Northamptonshire Record Office’s “Dorman
& Irons” catalogue will no doubt confirm that he svaducated at Magdalen College — hence his
interesting bequest to that College, mentioned lathis will, of a history of the world written b$ir
Walter Raleigh.

The gift of his clothes to one Mr Hawsord — sineeittherits a cassock along with the rest, he maist b
priest, and either Keynes' curate or possibly hi€gssor? — gives a unique insight into the warlaib
an affluent country priest of the period, livingdrcomparatively rich village. Elsewhere in thdl wi
there are further gifts of high-class clothing, ancbnsiderable list of small luxury objects, irthg
silver and gold items, and what may be a quilt bin€se silk.

As the will proceeds, it appears clear that Keynéfe' has her own funds, part of which she has tised
purchase land at Broughton.]

In the name of god amen. | Nathaniell Keynes @&eRe in the county of Northampton, clerke, doe
ordayne and make my last will and testament in raaand forme followinge.
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Inprimis | bequeath my soule unto Almighty God raythfull creator, mercifull redeemer and
sanctifier, prayinge for patience, his comfort @odsolation unto the end and in the end. And nily wi
is that body be decently buried in the chancelk h@xhe great broken stone [eastward?], and that a
stone about 20s piece to be layd upon the gratiadgtthe place.

And | bequeath to the poor of Broughton 30s.

Item, | bequeath to the poor of Creeke forty shiji, to be distributed amongst them and paid tli¢peo
the [right?] and according to the discretion of exgcutor.

| bequeath to Christopher [Mollyneux?] one hundaed fyfty pounds, yf my goods come to soe much,
all my debts legacies and dues being discharged! yRyt will not come to soe much, yet my will ys
that he shall have all that remayne (my debts iegaand dues being discharged) of my goods and
cattles. And my will is, that the one halfe of légacy, be yt more or lesse, shalbe paid untovtitinin
one halfe yeare after my decease, and thother Witien one halfe yeare after that.

And | bequeath £20 which | would have remayne inwifg her custody for her keepinge unto
Elizabeth Carter; and yf the said Elizabeth Cattarease before my wife, then my will is that mfewi
have and enjoy the said twenty pounds; but yf rifg decease first, then my will is that the said
twenty pounds be payd into the hands of one ofihekles or aunts or cozens or sister, whom the said
Elizabeth shall make choice of, to remayne in thainds in the same manner as yt did in my wife her
hand, for her mayntenance.

Item, | make my wellbeloved wife my full, whole ardle executrix, whom my will is that she
discharge all my debts within one quarter of a gedter my decease at furthest, my debts besides my
legacies not amounting to above thirty poundswfoich | have left sufficient to pay her the hundred
pounds which | am bound to leave her at my decease.

Item, | give unto my said wife all that grayne whis at Broughton arising from the land which she
purchased there.

And the timber of my house [ie money from the s#leertain trees that are ready to be felled abh@ut
property?], | would have pay for dilapidacionsMf Thomas Crunwell pay them not or may be
demanded.

Item, | give to my wyfe my [.....py] and | give Elizabeth Carter my third best cowe | have.

Item, | bequeath to Ellen Slye tenne pounds, tpdyal at Michaelmas come twelvemonth yf she be
then livinge.

Item, | doe give to Mrs Cullen of Witney and heiotdaughters, tenne pounds, equally to be devided
amongst them, to be paid unto them at Michaelmasedwelvemonth if they be living, or to the
survivor or survivors of them.

Item, | doe give unto Mary [Heighter?] fifty shilljs, to be payd to her at Michaelmas come
twelvemonth.

Item, | bequeath unto Magdalen Colledge, Sir WdRawleigh his history of the world.

Item, | doe give unto Mr [Hawsord?] my worser [fe€?] cloake, my beste payer of bootes and shoes,
my second suite of apparrell as hatt band, ierttehlett, hose, stockings; as also my beste doublett
ierken, breeches and old cassocke.

Item | doe give to Mrs Herries' [ie Harris'?] l@tthild my silver porringer and a [spirroyall?]gold.
Item, | give to my wife Babington's [works?], myhjoa?] quilt [ie a silken quilt?], an old horse ang
of my best cowes, and as much cloath as may makisvbecoats.

Item, | bequeath to Mr Robert Turner a paire ofbragt sheets, six table napkyns, a paire of
pillowbeares and a [dysh?] cloath for a cupbord.

Item, | bequeath to Mr Addinson my best gowne, ralyet [......] and silke girdle.

Item, | bequeath to my sister Lee and to her twagtigers, forty shillings a peece.

And this | ordayne to be my last will and testaméntvitness whereof | have sett to my hand antksea
the 13th September 1622.

Item, | entreat my sonne in lawe Mr [Oerrey??] ¢onfyy overseer of this my last will and testament.
Testator, Nathaniel Keynes.

Sealled and subscribed in the presence of JohrisHaryr........ * November 5th.

| do alter Mrs Cullens her two daughters legacynfg&il0 unto £2 ......... * Ellen Sly her legacy fréd0
unto £5, | Testator Nathaniel Keynes in the presericChristopher Mollynew.

[* NB: the bottom right corner of the NRO parchrhentorn off, so that some words are missing at
these points.]

287. John Kilworth of Crick, 1623 (N2 Book M _F254)

[The Kilworth family appears regularly, if infreqoily, in the series of transcripts for Crick, with
entries in 1567, 1623, 1684 and 1698. John Killvagpears to be a fairly wealthy yeoman — though
no probate total is given in the will, his estatelfably exceeds £200, since he bequeathes ovap£70
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his wife and daughter before leaving the bulk odun and heir Thomas. We see that he had a two-
story house with upper parlour as well as lowetquau]

In the name of god amen. | John Kilworth of Crickhe countie of Northampton, yeoman, beinge at
the presente time sicke and weake in bodie yetrtiealess of perfect minde and remembrance (thanks
and praise be given unto Almightie God therefor@ this 9 daie of Maie Anno Dom 1623 make and
ordaine this my present testament, manifestingethany last will, in manner and forme followinge.
First and principallie | bequeath and recommendsoyle unto the infinite mercies of Almightie God
the maker and redeemer thereof, trusteinge it tsalved thoroughe the merits of the death and passio
of our lord god and Saviour Jesus Christ; and odidol comen to the ground, to be buried within the
churcheyearde of Crick above saide

Item, | give and bequeath unto my daughter Joalveoktih, the sume of threescore and sixe poundes
thirteen shillings and four pence of lawfull Englisionie, paiable at her age of twentie yeares threat
daie of her mariage, whether shall happen firste.

Item, | give unto my said daughter Joane Kilworllgranen chest great chest and al such linnenseas ar
therein, which hearetofore were her owne moth#rs;chest and linens are nowe standing and beinge
in the upper parler.

Item, | give unto my wellbeloved wife Elizabeth Wibrth, the sume of eight poundes of lawfull English
monie, paiable within one yeare after my deceasse.

All the rest of my goodes and chattells, my debgmties and funerall discharged, | give and befueat
unto my sonne and heir Thomas Kilworth, whome | engélle executor of this my last will and
testament.

Witnesses: John Kilworth

Edmund Cowlie

Henry Lee X his marke

..... ses? Killworth

Probatio fuit ... 7 June 1623 ... etc.

289. Edward Mawbie of Crick, 1624 (N2 Book O F159)

[Though describing himself as a husbandman, ardeetly owning a plot of a quartern of land,
Edward Mawbie nonetheless acknowledges William MdéCrick as his "master”.

The Miles family were certainly wealthy yeomen, emgnmuch land in and around Crick — see the will
of young John Miles in 1604, earlier in this seridshn Miles appears to have died childless ainky fa
young, but he had two brothers — David and Williamvho had respectively 3 and 5 children. It seems
very likely that the "master" to whom Edward Mawbiéers here was John Miles' brother William — if
so, then William Miles must have been aged 50-G@iattime.]

In the name of god amen. | Edward Mawbie of Crinkhe countie of Northampton, husbandman,
beinge at this presente time sicke and weake ireba nonetheless of perfect minde and
remembrance (laud and praise be given unto AlmegBtid therefore) doe this 9th daie of Januarie
1623 [ie calendar year 1624] make and ordainentlyipresent testament, manifesting therein my last
will, in manner and forme followinge, viz:

First | bequeath my soule unto the infinite mercealmightie God the maker and redeemer thereof,
trusting it to be saved through the meritts ofdbath and passion of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus
Christ, and my bodie | comende to the ground, tbuoéed in the church yarde of Crick abovesaide.
Item, | give and bequeath unto my godson Edward Mewone of the sonnes of my brother Thomas
Mawbie of Lilbourne, all that my one quarterne tdfae, ley, meadow and pasture ground, with all and
singular the appurtenances whatsoever, scituatgdyand beinge within the parish and fields of iCric
abovesaide, now in the tenure of one Philip Mawdbi€rick abovesaide, To have and to hold all the
saide quarterne of arable, ley, meadow and pagtotend with the appurtenances whatsoever, unto him
the saide Edward Mawbie his heirs and assignesvier, yet it is my will and full intent that myida
brother Thomas Mawbie shall have and receave thftmnd increase arising out and from the saide
quarterne of land, to his owne use, until suche % the saide Edward Mawbie shall accomplishe his
full age of eighteen yeares old.

Item, | forgive unto Philip Mawbie 46s of lawfullnglishe monie, the which sume the saide Philip
Mawbie is indebted unto me.

Item, | give unto my sister Elizabeth Roberds 40swfull Englishe monie.

Item, | give unto my sister Dorothie other 40sikéImonie.

Item, | give unto the poore of Crick 20s of like mim.
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Item, | give unto William [Furden?] 12d.

Item, | give unto [Pimden?] Murcoate 12d.

Item, | give unto my brother Thomas Mawbie my lstaite of apparrell, and my wastecoate.

Item, | give unto my cosen William Mawbie, one bétsonnes of my brother Thomas Mawbie, my
cheste.

Item, | give unto Edward [Lonck?] my seconde shaftapparrell and 12d in monie.

Item, | give unto Thomas Brindell that 5s which RabGreene and Richard Dunckely oweth me, viz
Robert Greene oweth me 3s and Richard Dunckely 2s.

All the rest of my goodes and cattle, my debtsdegmand funerall discharged, | give and bequeath
unto my master William Miles of Cricke, whome | neagonstitute and ordaine to be sole executor of
this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | the said Edward Mawbie havthase present set to my hand and seale, the daie
and yeare first above written.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us asssitise

Edmund Cowlie The marke of X  Edwardvidhée

[plus one other illegible signature]

292. John Bucknell of Crick, 1625 (PROB 11/148)

[The first clauses of this will are surprising. €rh is no soul dedication; he gives money to the
children of Susanna Bucknell to dissuade Susarmma fontesting his will; and in later clauses, the
husband of his daughter Lydia is painted as a gegtiand unkind husband, so that Bucknell makes
generous provisions to support Lydia and her céildrThis suggests considerable family discord ...
However, there are many other generous bequesidatge family, as well as to the poor of two
parishes, and John Bucknell is clearly a very vgalentleman.

Bucknell has connections with the parish of Stah{igkhis Stanwell in Surrey near Heathrow?).

In passing, we note the custom that men shouldabdywear "mourning rings". This is no puritan
practice, as puritans did not favour the givingwearing of wedding rings ...

Finally, note that his 2 yardlands are lying respety in Hall Ground and of Heyne Ground.

The first clearly relates to the old manorial laadd it may be compared for instance with the Hall
Yardland in Kilsby. Note also the indication thia¢se lands had been at some former time the pyoper
of Oliver Cromwell.

Bucknell's son John is studying at Lincoln's Inmg #his is very significant. For most young coyntr
gentlemen, a stay at university was less impottaan time spent in London at one of the Inns ofi€ou
There they met their peers from other countiesaaplired that knowledge of the law needed by a
local magistrate. The puritan gentry of Northanmgtdre were associated in particular with Gray's In
— and this is our third clear hint that the Buckffesiily are not radical puritans.

Although no probate total is available, it is cl#zat John Bucknell is very wealthy — his bequéstzl
considerably more than £250, and his whole estgteobably worth more than £600.]

In the name of god amen. The three and twentiayle df September in the yeare of our lord God one
thousand six hundred Twenty five, | John BucknélCack in the county of Northampton, gent., being
weak in body but of good and perect memory, doeengaiid ordayne this my last will and Testament in
manner and forme following.

First | give unto Thomas Bucknell, William Bucknalhd Hester Bucknell the some of fifteen pounds,
viz five pounds apeece, so that Susanna Bucknehenof the said Thomas, William and Hester, nor
any other by her consent, meanes or procuremeatgoabout to overthrow this my said last will and
testament.

Item, | give unto John Bucknell my Godsonne, Sooingohn Bucknell, Twentie markes, and unto
Questor Bucknell and Sibill Bucknell children og&thforesaid John Bucknell, Twentie nobles apeece.
Item, | give unto John Cartmell my godsonne, Tearqs, and unto Nicholas Cartmell the younger and
Thomas Cartmell Twenty nobles apeece.

Item, | give unto John Campion my Godson Ten powamisunto Valentine Campion and Robert
Campion Twenty nobles apeece.

Item, | give unto Richard Lucas my Godsonne Tempigwand unto Mary Lucas his sister five pounds.
Item, | give unto Judith Campion, Mary Lucas andi&iStockton my daughters, Ten pounds apeece.
Item, | give unto Nicholas Cartmell, William CampidRichard Lucas and Gilbert Stockton my Sonnes
in lawe, twenty shillings apeece to buy them maugnings withall.

Item, | give unto Anne Bucknell my daughter in lalwen pounds.

Item, | give unto William Chaplin and Elizabeth @fia her children forty shillings apeece.
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Item, | give unto Anna Perkins the nurse Twentylisigis, and unto the maid Ten shillings.

Item, | give unto John Smith of Paylton forty sinifjs.

Item, | give unto the poore of Crick yerely uporoddridaye as followeth, viz: unto ten of the pasire
Inhabitants sixe pence apeece, and unto ten afetkie poore people fower pence apeece, yerely
according to my deed heretofore revealed.

Item, | give unto the poore of Stanwell forty sinidjs in the whole, to bee payd by my exor.

Item, | give and my will is, that if Lidia my dautgr shall happen to overlive her husband, that thgn
executor after his death, within sixe monethesl glaale unto her fifty pounds, and fifty pounds more
within one yere following, and forty pounds morehim one yere following that. And further my will
is, that my said executor, dureing the life of f&id husband, she being in life, shall quarterbrev

yere dureing his said life paye unto the use oftid Lydia £3-6s-8d. And if he shall not suffiee t

said Lydia to dispose of the same to the use ofékée and her Children, upon Complaynt made by her
then my executor to dispose of the same accordimgstdiscrecion.

Item, | give and devise to John Bucknell of Linadrnnne, my sonne, all that my two yard lands of
land, meadow and pasture, lying in Crick e, withirt appurtenances, th'one of hall ground, th'odher
heyne ground, sometyme Sir Olliver Cromwell's laho ,have and to hold unto the said John Bucknell
during his natruall life, The remainder unto JohrcBnell his sonne, and to the heire males of hiieho
lawfully begotten. And for default of such isstigen to Questor Bucknell and to the heire malds®f
Body lawfully begotten; and for default of suckus, unto John Bucknell of Lincolnes Inne and & th
heires males of his body lawfully begotten; anddefault of such issue, then to the heire maldbef
body of William Bucknell; and for default of suedsue, then to the right heires of the said John
Bucknell, for ever.

And | doe make John Bucknell my Sonne my sole Exaa@and devise unto him all the residue of my
goods and Chattles whatsoever by this last will Bestament unbequeathed, beareing the charges of
my funerall.

In witness whereof | have hereunto put my hand%eale, the daye and yeare above written.

Per me Johannem Bucknell.

Witnesses unto this my will, William Campion, EdwadPerkins.

Probatium fuit ... 13 February 1625 [ie calendaaryE526]

General Note:

As we come out of the period between about 1606L&28, during which epidemics of
contagious disease (chiefly bubonic plague andlpmgland poor weather (leading to failed
harvests) played significant roles in curtailirfg liit is appropriate once again to generalise a
little, in order to summarise a further change Whiad been stealing gradually across the
social fabric during the period 1560-1620 — namilg,growth of cottage industry; and most
particularly, the weaving and associated trades.
"When William Shakespeare was a child, he liveal mation that produced mostly
raw materials and imported finished goods. Locaiadhe periphery of Europe, it
was not very important to Europe's economy. Knfowits wool, it was not known
for fine cloth, and it depended on the export obMio pay for its appetite for
manufactured goods. In the 1560s this picture hdgahange, as civil wars on the
Continent disrupted traditional markets, and entespeurs, often with the help of
government monopolies, found it profitable to miakEngland what had previously

been purchased abroad."
[Source: Shakespeare's England, Norman Jones]

This increase in cottage industry goes hand in hdtidthe steady increase of sheep-pasturing
and land-enclosure which had been taking placenguhie same period, 1560-1620, fostered
in part by the statutes of Elizabeth's governmemnicourage domestic processing of wool.
We see local evidence of the effects of land-eneck$or pasturing, in the progressive
desertion of Onley during this period (and probaigp Elkington and Claycoton), and also in
the appearance of new cottage trades among thasenatie their wills after the mid-1620s;
indeed, it is likely that some of the new cottagatesmen had previously been husbandmen
on the land which was enclosed, and that they deven into the new life by the increasing
poverty of their lives as husbandmen.
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It will also become evident, in the following yeatisat the wills of more and more shepherds
are seen, indicating that this work also emergeslfafi-time specific trade in this area during
the period 1580-1620.

There has already been ample evidence of somesé tthanges, in the wills of the early
1600s transcribed above; and further evidenceapiear in the following transcripts.

296. Richard Whiteheade of Crick, 1627 (PROB 11/152)

[There are 6 Whitehead family wills in this seragranscripts — 4 from Crick dated 1516, 155576
and 1643 (which are worth investigating as a gram) 2 from Kilsby dated 1668 and 1676 (which
may perhaps prove to be a later branch of the &msie family group).]

In the name of god amen. | Richard Whitehead aflCin the countie of Northampton, woollman,
being sicke in bodie but in good and perfect remamie thanks be to God, doe make and ordaine this
my last will and testament in manner and formeofeihg, that is to saie:

First and principallie | doe commite my soule itdchands of Alimightie God my heavenlie father in
Christ, hopinge assuredlie to be saved by the deathresurrection of Jesus Christ his onely sorjie m
alone Saviour and Redeemer. And my bodie to biedim the church or churchyarde of Crick
aforesaid.

Alsoe | doe give dispose unto Susan my lovinge veitthat messuage or tenement with the
appurtenances thereof in Crick aforesaid, wheréimel nowe inhabite and dwell, To have and to hould
to the said Susan my wief for and during the teofrithe naturall lief of the said Susan.

Alsoe | doe give dispose and devise unto Richardéibad my sonne the said messauge with the
appurtenances thereof, To have and to hould uetsahl Richard Whitehead my sonne and to his
heires and assignes for ever, imediately from disdl the decease of the said Susan my wief.

Alsoe | doe give and bequeath unto my said wiefrgilhousehould goodes as Naperie, Bedding
[...asse], Pewter, utensills, and ymplements obbbauld whatsoever (one great brasse pott except).
And alsoe | doe give and bequeath unto the saidrSuny wief the some of fowerscore poundes of
currant english money, to be paid to her preseafter my decease.

Alsoe | give and bequeath unto my said sonne RitWénitehead the sume of fiftie poundes of like
currant english money, to be put fourth presemttier my decease to the use benefit and behodfeof
said Richard Whitehead my sonne.

Alsoe | doe give dispose and devise unto Philipptétiead my brother, all that messuage or tenement
with the appuretenances thereof in Crick aforesaigsre Thomas Parker doth nowe inhabite and dwell,
which | purchased of William Whiteheade my latéh&atdeceased, To have and to hould to the said
Phillipp Whiteheade my brother and to his heired assignes, to the onely use and behoof of the said
Phillipp Whitehead and of his heires and assigoesyer.

Alsoe | doe give unto the said Phillipp Whitehea& great potte (before excepted from my said wief),
To have and to hould the said pott to the saidippimy brother untill my said sonne Richard shall
accomplish the age of Twentie and one yeares;ifand said sonne Richard shall decease before he
shall accomplish the age of Twentie and one ye#hes, | give the said pott to my said brother Ripll
and to his executors and assigns for ever.

Also | doe give unto my brother John Whitehead Tieeshillings of currant english money by the year
yearlie for ad during his natuall lief, and to keddto him yearely during his lief at and upon the
eleveanth day of November and the second daielwiiBege by equal porcions.

Also | doe give and bequeath unto [Eme?] Whitehagdnother the some of five poundes of currant
english money, to be paid to her within one yeane after my decease.

Alsoe | doe give unto my sister Marie Whiteheaddbme of five poundes of currant english money, to
be paid to her within one yeare next after my deeea

And | doe give to my sister Elizabeth Whitehea@éhpoundes of like currant money, to be paid to her
within one yeare next after my decease.

Provided allwaies that if my said sonne Richard téfead shall dye and departe this lief before he
shalll accomplish his full age of Twentie and oeanes, Then my will is that his porcion of fiftie
poundes to him given as aforesaid shallbe and retogBusan my said wief and to Phillipp my said
brother, to be equallie parted and devided betwleem.

And further alsoe, that if my said sonne Richarallstecease before he shall accomplish his fullatge
Twentie and one yeares, Then | doe give disposeleavide all that my said messuage or tenement
wherein | doe nowe dwell with the appurtenanceeethieunto the said Susan my wief, To have and to
hould to her and to her heirs and assignes, tagbef the said Susan and of the heires of heebodi
lawfullie cominge; and for default of such heiréhen the remainder thereof after the decease of my
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said wief shalbe and remaine to the onelie properamd behooffe of the said Phillipp Whitehead my
brother and of his heires and assignes for ever.

The residue of all my goodes cattells and chatteth moveable and unmoveable unbequeathed, my
debts being paid, thesi my legacies performed anéumerall expenses discharged, | doe give and
bequeath unto the said Susan my lovinge wief, whdoe make my sole executrix of this my present
testament and last will.

In withness whereof | have to this my present testatrand last will putt my hand and seale, the Sixe
and twentieth daie of Aprill in the third yearethé raigne of our soveraigne Lord Charles by tlzegr
of god king of England Scotland France and Irelaleender of the faith, anno dom 1627.

Richard Whitehead

Sealed by the said Richard Whitehead and delivierdis said executrix as his last will.

In the presence of Richard Andrewe, David Calltod Richard Ringrose scrib.

Probatum fuit .... 5 July 1627 ... etc.

298. Sibil Watts of Crick, 1628 (N2 Book P F259)

[Although Sibil Watts apparently has relativelylétdisposable money to bequeathe, there are devera
other clues that suggest she is used to a rehativgh status in the community — even if we dically
know that she is the widow of William Watts thehrigeoman farmer, whose will dated 1613 appears
earlier. For instance, she expects burial eithethe church or churchyard”, usually a sign of som
social standing; and her house has "a chambertoedrall" ie it is of relatively imposing structur a
similar description was applied to the prebendanysie in Kilsby as recited in an earlier will, amdr
the associated glebe terrier for the prebendargdouKilsby we know that it was built in aroundot3
Her cash bequests to most of her children arekainte@alue only, since she knows that they were well
provided for financially by her husband's will. ©®exception is her son John Watts, who receives "th
full payment" of £13-6s-8d — because he was notigea for in William's earlier will.

It is instructive to put this will of Sibil Watt®gether with the preceding will of her husband 4fiti,
since each includes information to complement therm regarding the members of their family, the
line of inheritance, the size and description eflouse, etc. It also tends to confirm the earlier
supposition, that William died suddenly and unexpély — for we see that his widow has survived him
by 15 years.

From the many family names and several inter-famigrriages referred to in this will, we can
reconstruct parts of the family trees of a sub&aaegment of the well-to-do farming families afick

at this period.

Finally, we find some useful cash equivalents agfasnch items as a bullock, a ewe lamb etc., walich
help to establish the current worth of these itafrthe time, and so guide us in turn to check aite of
inflation over the period under research.]

In the name of god amen. | Sibill Wattes of Ciiickhe countie of Northampton, widdowe, being sicke
in bodie but of good and perfect remembrance theibketo god therefore, doe make and ordayne this
my last will and testament in manner and formeofelhg, viz:

First and principallie | doe give and bequeath wyls into the handes of Almighty God my maker,
hoping assuredly to be saved by the death andreesion of Jesus Christe my onelie Saviour and
Redemer, and my bodie to be buryed in the paribbect or churchyarde of Crick aforesaid.

Item, | give unto my sonne John Wattes one shillihgurrant english money.

Item, | give unto my sonne William Watts tenn shijs of like currant money.

Item, | give unto my sonne Jonas Wattes the fu#tpant of thirteen poundes six shillings and
eightpence of currant money as aforesayd, and féer aanding in the chamber over the hall house.
Item, | give unto my sonne and daughter Thomas kYiagd his wife one shilling of currant money.
Item, | give unto my sonne and daughter Robert \Wigggnd his wife one shilling of currant money.
Item, | give unto my daughter Gillian Wattes fiveumdes of currant englishe money.

Item, | give unto my daughter Lidia Wattes tenn paes of currant englishe money.

Item, | give unto Edmund Wright sonne of Thomasdhtj on cow bullocke or thirtye shillings of
currant money, to be paid or delivered unto himmwhe shall accomplish the age of Twenty and one
yeares.

Item, | give unto Ruth Watts daughter of John Watte ewe lamb or five shillings of currant english
money, to be paid or delivered unto her when sh# abhcomplish the age of eighteen yeares.
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Also | give unto my sonnes Robert Watts and Jonatd)Vand to my daughters Gillian Watts and Lidia
Watts, all my bedding, lynnen and wollen and all atiyer linnens and all my pewter and all my brasse,
to be devyded amongst theis fowre equallie.

Item, | doe appoynt my sister Emm Banbery and nugtiter Elizabeth Wright to divyde them for
them.

Item, | give unto the poore of the parishe of Cisokshillings and eight pence.

All the rest of my goods moveable and unmoveabledabts paid and legacies discharged and my
bodie decentlie buried, | doe give and bequeatb myt sonne Robert Wattes, whom | make my full
and sole executrix [yes, the will does say "exéxtirof this my last will and Testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunder sett my hauidsaale, the nineteenth day of Februarye in thid thi
yeare of the Raigne of our Soveraigne Lord Chdnjethe grace of god king of England Scotland
France and Ireland, defender of the faith, AD 1627.

Sibill Wattes her marke.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of Giles Ktlwand William Ollyver his marke.

Probatum fuit .... 2 August 1627 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad ... £82-6s-8d.

299. John Shatswell of Crick, 1628 (N2 Book N F146)

[John Shatswell may have died relatively suddesilyce he made no formal will — or perhaps this may
be simply an instance of a man deliberately chapsot to make a will, in the belief that he was
capable — as he seems to have been — of dispasimgtdly goods without needing to trouble either
priest or lawyer.

He is evidently a widower, and has at least 6 cbiid his daughters Alice and Elizabeth appeaeto b
the oldest of his children, since they appear tetdder children who are excluded from the becuest
John Shatswell is evidently a man at least indtis 50s or early 60s — although, if the older
grandchildren were excluded from the bequests Isectiey had attained their own majorities, as seems
likely, then this would make John somewhat olday, is his late 60s or early 70s.

It is interesting to note here, how the villageGaittesbrooke — from which the family of John
Shatswell's daughter's husband presumably originaie spelled as "Codsbrook”. This may be a mis-
spelling due to distance — though since Cottesblieslonly 9 miles from Crick this seems unikely —
so more likely, it probably reflects the contempgnaronunciation of the village's name]

The 10th of March 1627¢ calendar year 1638 Memorandum that John Shatswell of Crick,
husbandman, being weake in bodie but of perfit mbrance, did in the presence of us whose names
are heareunder written, utter these wordes:

| will give to my sonne William's children, to begually divided amongst them, 10s.

To my sonne Robert's children, to be equally digidenongst them, other 10s.

To my daughter Alice Codsbrook's two younger cleifdrother 10s.

To my daughter Elizabeth Tomson her three younbigdren, other 10s.

And to my sonne Richard's children, other 10s.

All the rest of my goods | give unto my sonne iwdaThomas Cowlie, whom | make sole executor of
this my will.

Witnesses,

Edmund Cowlie

Thomas Dunckly

John Cowlye

Probatum fuit ...10 June 1628 ... etc.

300. William Sabine of Crick, 1628 (N2 Book N F137)

[This labourer, though of lowly status, was by neams a poor man. He evidently dies young, since he
leaves his wife perhaps newly pregnant with thiest thild — which makes him no older than 30, and
perhaps as young as 25 — yet he has a house #&bgurobably a small copyhold cottage) and his
estate is valued at £23-16s-8d, which is a sigaificum for a young labourer just starting martiied

It is not clear how he died; there is no mentibsiokness or weakness in his will, which leads tne
suppose that this may have been a death followiracaident, and conjuring up thoughts of possible
septicaemia; on the other hand, there had beed 3uwdden deaths in Crick during the early months
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of 1628 — see above — so perhaps this may belefurictim of a rather sudden and very localised
minor epidemic.

Another point of interest is the use of a persaeall — a circle with a Christian cross set intauiigl

most probably made by an engraved seal-ring wotWitham Sabine. This is the first instance inghi
series of the use of a personal seal by anyonevitel rank of wealthy yeoman; and indeed, there
have been very few of those thus far in the ser@&sce again, this tends to suggest that Williatnirga
may have been given a decent start in life.

The will mentions "the said Thomas Sabine" but dugsactually tell us who this man was or refer to
him in any other place — so the drafting is legédlyity. It seems very likely that it may be this
testator's uncle — since he also has a son namiédn/iit cannot be this testator's father.]

In the name of god amen. The second day of Jume dom 1628, | William Sabine of Crick in the
countie of Northampton, laborer, being of perfeghaoe and memorie thankes be to god, doe make this
my last will and trestament in manner and forméofeinge, that is to saye:

First | doe commit and bequeath my soule to thedalé trinitie, hoping to be saved only by the neerci

of allmightie god and the merites of Christe Jesasgl my bodie | will to be buried with decent ladiri

in christian sorte at the discrecion of my exeesutereafter named.

Item, my will is that | make Abygall my wife my fukxecutrix of this my last will and testament.

Item, | give and bequeath to Abygall my wife, farrithg her life, the house and clousse whereine shee
liveth, and all my goodes and chattell moveable amdoveable of what kinde and nature soever they
be; and if Abygall my wife be nowe with childegthmy will is that my saide childe shall have the
saide house and clouse, be it male or femalley, tiftedecease of Abygall my wife, for ever; and fo
want of such heires | give unto William Sabine soofithe saide Thomas Sabine my house and clousse
after the dissese of Abygall my wife, to him and heirs for ever.

In witnesse whereof | have sett to my hand andeseal

William Sabine X his hand and seale, the dal/yeare first above written.

Witness us heare under written

[....] Campian

Robert Harbert

Edward Nearson

John X Bussell

Probatum fuit ... 14 June 1628 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad ... £23-16s-8d.

301. John Robinson of Crick, 1628 (N2 Book N F174)

[One might suppose this man to be a Puritan, fleemiame of his eldest son, Nehemiah; but he
appears to give small consideration to his wifekliregarding her almost as a piece of domestic
furniture, to be kept in house as long as it seavparpose! This does not seem to fit the norratiepn
of a puritan household, in which the wife was teéafar more equally, and the children were "theirs"
not exclusively "his". But perhaps this is readiog much into a few words ...]

In the name of god amen. The 25th day of Auguthtényeare of our lord 1628, | John Robinson of
Creeke in the countey of Northampton, husbandmlagidg sicke in bodie but of parfite minde | prayse
God therefore, doe make and ordayne This my ldsandl Testament in manner and forme followinge.
First | bequeth my Sole to Almightey God my maked aedeemer, through whose mereces | hope to
Inioye Eternal happiness, and my bodey to be buniglde parish church yearde of Creeke aforesayd.
Item, | geve and bequeth my house and all my laititivg the parish of Creeke aforesayd unto my
eldest Sonne Nehemiah and to his heares for dudrmy will is that Elen my wife shall have the use
and occupacion of my sayd house and lands untilsayg Sonne shall accomplish the age of 21 yeares,
for the bringing up of my other children.

Item, | give and bequeth to my foresayd wife all hogisehold stufe.

Item, | geve and bequeth unto my Sonne Edwardsiniings, to be payd him when he shall
accomplish the age of 21 yeares.

Item, | geve and bequeth unto my Sonne John fiillingjs, to be payd him when he shall accomplish
the age of 21 yeares.

Item, | geve and bequeth unto my daughter Lidia §faillings, to be payd her when she shall
accomplish the age of 21 yeares.
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All the rest of my goodes and chattells moveabhkt ammoveable, my deptes payd and funerall
expenses discharged, | geve and bequeth to my $¢etmemiah, whom | make and ordaine my
executor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | the sayd John Robinson haaeehento sett my hand and Seale in the presence of:
George Shersbey

The marke of X William Harbord

Probatio fuit ... [10?] October 1628 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad ... £58-18s-4d.

315. Augustine Knight of Crick, 1634 (PROB 11/165)

[An interesting will, if only because it is that affreemason. Apart from this crumb of personal
information, we learn little about the testatomfrtiis nuncupative will.]

The last will and testament of Augustine Knigh@Gsfck in the County of Northampton, freemason,
which he made by word of mouth the 14th day of Babr Anno Dom 1633 [ie calendar year 1634]
when in the hearing of us whose names are undéewriHe spake these words or to this effect, viz:
"l give unto my brother Richard Knight his sonrewthom | am godfather, six pounds in mony, and
five poundes more amongst the other children okttid Richard Knight my brother.

Item, | give forty shillings in mony to my brothEZans?/Caud?] his children at Stanforde, whereof
twenty shillings to my godchild and the other tweslhillings amongst the rest of the children.

Item, | leave all the rest unto my wife Francesdni"

Witnesses hereunto, Alexander [Trawell?], ThomaarkD].

322. Thomas Smith of Crick, 1636 (N2 Book J F245)

[From the fact that he names his mother in lawtlas Widow Ann Smith", it would at first appear that
Thomas Smith has married a girl with the same suenas himself — but in fact, the term "mother-in-
law" is used here to refer to his widowed step-rentHt is clear from the text, that Thomas Smith's
father married twice, and had children by eachigfitives, since Thomas refers to John as his "broth
by my father's side", along with 4 other sistersh€aine Jane Elizabeth and Mary "by the fatheds'si
His brother John and other four sisters "by thhdds side" are evidently his younger half-siblifrgen
the second marriage of his father, and Thomas Hinsse child of his father by his first wife, algn

with his other three sisters Margaret Ann and IBatieo are his full siblings. Hence he had twdesis
both called Elizabeth — one a full sister and ttieoa half-sister. His father is dead, as hiohia
mother. But he clearly loves his step-mother, miattes careful provision for her.

As a dialect note, we see that the village of Stamewas at this time locally pronounced as "Strto
His inventory makes it quite clear that he was gugbung man — he possesses nothing but his cofpthin
plus a few small portable belongings and some nilletits and credits; plus, of course, a small getta
and some land in Staverton (which was probablytteftim in the will of his late father, who seeros t
have come originally from Staverton).

Thomas Smith was probably aged between 19 and %@ &itme of his death. His is the most perfect
and complete inventory of clothing so far encowsderand paints an extremely clear picture of the
wardrobe of a young man from a respectable fanfisober puritans, right down to the best suit in
which he was laid out for burial.

There is a minor puzzle — namely, if Thomas Snstrelatively young and unmarried, and has so many
younger brothers and sisters, with whom was hadit the time of his death? We know that he is
living in Crick — but we are also told that hisdeived stepmother is to live in his cottage in Stire

so clearly he is not living with her. There seenbé 3 possibilities — for he mentions his "latestaa

Mr John Rainford"; and also, his (elder?) sisterdéaet is married to one Robert Symons; and his
(elder?) sister Ann is married to a man named Weoed it seems likely that he was in service to a
gentleman (his wardrobe tends to confirm this),Hmitmay now be lodging with one of his married
sisters.]
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In the name of god amen. The eight and twentiathad March in the yeare of our lord 1635 [ie
calendar year 1635], | Thomas Smith of Crick i@ tiountie of Northampton, being sick in bodie but o
good and perfect memory praised be God, doe makenthlast will and testament in manner and form
following:

First | comend my soule in to the hands of Allmigieod my maker, assuredly trusting that through a
lively and stedfast faith in Jesus Christ my redeerand by the imputation of his pretious meritisou
me, | shalbe everlastingly saved; and my bodynitianto the earth from whence it was taken.

And as for the disposing of my corporall estate:

First | give and bequeath unto Ann Smith widdow, myther in law, for and during her naturall life,
All that my tenement or cottage with the back sldtte close and all other the appurtenances thece
belongeing, being in Starton [ie Staverton] in ¢bentie of Northampton, and in the possession of my
said mother in law. And after her decease, | dethis inheritance and fee simple of my said tenémen
or cottage with the backside, little close andbttler the appurtenances unto my executors hereafter
named, to be solde by them or the survivor of tsemsoone as they conveniently can after the adath
my said mother in law, and the moneies to be rdisettie sale thereof to be bestowed and divided in
such manner in this my will is expressed. And iftbmy executors shall happen to die before a sale
thereof made, then my will is that Francis Robind &atthew [Lorne?] xx and the survivor of them
shall sell the same after the death of my said exdthlaw, and bestow the money raised by the sale
thereof likewise in manner following, that is toysao Margrett Ann and Isabell my owne sisters nd
John my brother by my father side, and Katherime Xizabeth and Mary my sisters by the father,side
share and share like. And my will is, that iftiadl happen that any of my owne sisters aforesaél d
die (in the life tyme of the said Ann Smith my meitlin law), having children, that then the partdef

or them soe dying shalbe equallie devided amorgysbhtheir children; but if [s]he or they shall
happen to dye without children, that then the pafteer or them soe dying shalbe equallie devided
amongst the rest of my owne sisters before naméchvghalbe liveing att the decease of my said
mother in law. And my will further is, that if theaid John my brother by my father side or any pf m
said sisters by my father side shall happen to(ifythe tyme of my said mother in law) having
children, that then the parte of him or her or trera dyeing shalbe equallie devided betweene his he
or their children. But if he or she or any shappen to die without children, that then the pafteim

or her or them soe dyeing shalbe equallie deviddadene my said brother and the rest of my said
sisters by father side which shalbe living attdeeease of my said mother in law.

Item, | give and bequeath out of my personall edtathe said Ann Smith my mother in law the sum of
fortie shillings, to the intent that she shouldaisde and carefull to repaire the said house.

Item, | give and bequeath to my said sister Matdgvegntie shillings, and doe allsoe remitt unto Bab
Symons her husband the debt of thirtie shillinggctvine oweth me.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my said sister Afonte shillings.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my said sister Isétie shillings.

And my will is that my executors hereafter named gay the last mentioned summes soe soone after
my decease as they can convenientlie.

Item, | give and bequeath to John Wood my god sémmsonne of my said sister Ann forty shillings
towards the getting of him forth to be an apprentihien he shalbe fitt for it. And my will is thie
profitt thereof comeinge in the meane tyme be lvestibupon something which shalbe necessarie for
his use. And that if it shall happen that he dgoke he be bound an apprentice, that then the said
fortie shillings shall goe unto his next brothemnd if he have noe brother, that then it shall tgahe
eldest sonne of my said sister Margrett which shéllen liveinge.

Item, my will is that my said god sonne have ontesaf clothing made of parte of my clothes.

Item, | give unto the said John my brother by nthéa side, and the said Katherine Jane Elizabeath an
Mary my sisters by my father side, one shillingiapdor a remembrance.

Item, | give unto Thomas Gent my god sonne the safiiiGeorge Gent of Staverton aforesaid, two
shillings.

Item, | give my wainescott chest unto my said sigabell.

Item, | give unto the overseer of this my will hafter named the sword which his brother my late
master Mr John Rainefoord gave unto me.

All the rest of my goods and chattells unbequeatifexhy overplus shalbe after my debts legacies an
all necessary charges are paid) | give and bequedih equallie shared between my brother andll m
sisters before named, evey one share and share like

And | make and ordaine my trustie and welbelovedikien Richard Harbert and Thomas Harbert, both
of Staverton aforesaid, executors of this my lalitamd testament, and Richard Rainford of Staverto
aforesaid, gentleman, supervisor and overseeiiofrth last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the day and yeere first above written.

The marke of Thomas Smith.

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:
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[John?] Bucknell

{Thomas?] Bucknell

Matthew Horne

Probatum fuit ... 25 July 1635 ...etc.

[A detailed inventory is also attached to the v, follows.]

A true and perfect inventorie of all the goods ahditells debts and creditts of Thomas Smith late o
Crick in the county of Northampton and in the @ise of Peterborough, deceased, taken the lastfday o
July in the yeare of our lord 1635, by us whose eégmare hereunto subscribed:

Imprimis, his wearing apparrell, viz an ash-colauototh suite

Aressed WIith SIIVEI JACE ..........iiiiei e e £1-0s-0d
Item, a black cloth suite ................evummeeee. £1-0s-0d
Item, an old ash-coloured ClOth SUILE ... eeen i e e 6s-0d
(1T 0 T V(o T 0] [ 0 1] o] 1) 1 £ 4s-0d
Iltem, @ bIack ClOth ClOAKE ........cueiee e £1-6s-8d
Item, and olde ash-coloured Cloth ClOAKE ......c...iieeeiiiiiii e 13s-4d
[tem, tWO hattS @Nd 8 CAPP «eereriiiieeiei it e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e nnneneeaees 6s-8d
Item, five bands and a right paire of CUffS ... 2s-8d
Item, a shirtt and a half SNIFtE ...........o e e eeeaaes 5s-0d
Item, a paire of boothose, two other paires of bos¢ topps,

and two olde capps and @ NAPKIN ........... e e oo e e e ee e e e e e e e e s e e nnnnenne 1s-4d

Item, a knife, a paire of CISSErs, aNd @ FAUSEI . ..ccceeeiiei i e e e e e e 1s-7d
Item, a paire of gloves and other odd iMPIEMENLS. . ..vvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 1s-2d
Item, two paire of olde bootts and other odd im@ars .................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e, 3s-0d
Item, a wanscott chest [ie a light chest made butainscotting board] .............ccccvvviiienn. 6s-8d
10T g T= 1Yo o [P RU PP PP P 6s-8d
[tem, IN readY MONEBY ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e s e ne b bnb e e eeeeeeeas £2-0s-0d
Item, due by bond from Robert Burnam, Henrie Burrzard
Thomas Burnam bearing date the 4th day of Marcl2163................ooo i £6-9s-6d
The total SUMME .. £14-14s-5d
Robert Watson

Samuel U Hinds his marke
Edward C Andrew his marke
Francis F Robbins his marke

[NB: the above total is incorrect by 2d, and skdw £14-14s-3d]

323. William Marriott of Crick, 1635 (N2 Book J F236)

[Another well-to-do husbandman, with inventory thmg £137-9s. Apparently a widower, with 6
children, one of them married (William). The twaudjhters do not appear to be married yet — ane sinc
there is no mention of any grandchildren, it sedmsthe other 3 sons also are still unmarriedis Th
would probably make William Marriott the testatoman in his late forties or early fifties.]

In the name of god amen. The tenth day of Apriih& Dom 1635, and in the eleventh yeare of the
raigne of our most gracious soveraigne Lord Chablgghe grace of God kinge of England Scotland
France and Ireland, defender of the faith etc.jlli&h Marriott of Crick in the county of

Northampton, husbandman, being sicke in body bgbofl and perfect memorye thankes and praise be
given to God therefore, doe make ordaine and dethés my last will and testament in manner and
forme following (that is to say):

First | comend my soule into the handes of Almigi@iod who gave yt me, hopeing through the death
and passion of Christ Jesus my only saviour anéagr to be saved, and by noe other waies or
meanes whatsoever; And my body | doe comend tedhi# from whence yt came, to be buried in the
churchyarde of Crick aforesayd.

Item, | doe give unto Dorothye Marryott and Joang,daughters, the some of tenn pounds to be
equallie divided amongst them, to be payd unto thétmin twelve months after my decease, and [to]
each of them two payres of [.....] of the best.sort
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Item, | give unto Edward Marriott and Richard, tefomy sonnes, tenn pounds of like money, to be
payd to them equally within two yeares next aftgrdacease.

Item, all the rest of my goods catell and chattietlee give and bequeath unto John Marryott onayf
sonnes, whom | make my sole and only executorisfrtty last will and testament, hereby renowncing
and revoaking all former and other wills whatsoev&nd | doe make William Marryott of Hillmorton
in the county of Warwick, yeoman, and John How€nék aforesayd, husbandman, overseers of this
my last will and testament, and for their paingé/e to each of them twelve pence.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the day and yeare first above wrytten.
William Marriott H his mark

Sealed, signed, published and declared as my Ihstnal testament in the presence of us:

Richard Smith

William Marriott

John Howe O  his mark

David Lawford

Item, | the sayd William Marriott aforesaid doe gito my sonne William Marriott twelve pence of
lawfull English money.

Probatum fuit ... 10 June 1635 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad summum ... £137-9s-0d.

326. Edward M arson of Crick, 1636 (N2 Book B F20)

[From the inventory date and probate date, whietraspectively 10 months and 12 months after the
will date, it seems likely that Edward Marson da&dome time in mid-November 1636, and this
estimate is probably accurate to within a weekegithay.

The Mason family of Crick has already been notefl&ing of interest in this series of transcripts.
There are 6 Mason wills, all from Crick, and datfrgm 1558 to 1692, which should allow a good
analysis of the family.

This will is that of a fairly wealthy yeoman farmevith an inventory of £218-4s-3d, including a karg
number of sheep and beasts of all kinds. The tovgis a good guide to the layout of his house and
farmstead.

His bequests show some unusual points; firstyhdgueathes only about £53 in cash, and leavies jus
7 acres of his land to one of his sons, leaving¢seof his substantial landholding (which is abthl
acres) to his wife: secondly, his bequests to nwdrhys children are to take effect when they retheh
unusually old age of 30, which suggests that mbstem are already over 21, and are still unmarried
and living at home.

Note also that he has one son living in Londoragaapprentice?).]

In the name of god amen. | Edward Marson of Craeltee county of Northampton, yeoman, sicke in
bodye but of perfect memory (God be thanked) dokenaad ordayne this my last will and testament,
the two and twentieth daye of Januarye in the eltvgeare of the raigne of our soveraigne Lord
Charles, by the grace of God king of England Sodtlarance and Ireland, defender of the fayth etc.,
Anno Domini 1635 [ie calendar year 1636].

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddraightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my bodye to be buried in the churchyard of Creekexfayd.

Item, | give unto my sonne Willliam Marson one coavel twelve pence in mony, to be payd unto him
at the end of two yeares after my decease.

Item, | give unto my sonne Edmund Marson of thgy@f London, the somme of fifteene pounds of
current English mony, to be payd unto him at hikgge of thirtie yeares, or at the daye of his
marriage.

Item, | give unto my sonne John Marson five andieepounds, to be payd at the age of thirtie yeare
or at the daye of his marriage, which shall hapjren

Item, | give unto my daughter Ellenor Marson, thenme of tenne pounds, to be payd unto hir at the
age of thirtie yeares or at hir daye of marriageictv shall happen first

Item, | give unto my daughter Marye Marson, the sanof fortie shillings, to be payd unto hir at the
discretion of my executor.

Item, | give unto Samuell Marson and Marye Marsgildren of my sonne William Marson, to each of
them tenne shillings, to be payd unto them at thewerall ages of twentie yeares.

Item, | give unto my two sonnes Josias and Thomasth, and to their heirs and assignes for ever, al
that quarterne of [Leyne?] land, of arrable larey®$s meadowes and pasture ground with all and
singular commons profitts and commodities and aepances [etc?] whatsoever to the sayd quarterne
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of [Leyne?] land belonging, which sayd quarternéiefne land I lately purchased of John Bucknell of
Creek aforesayd, gentleman, to have and to hoeldakd quarterne of Heyne land, of arrable land
leyes meadowes and pasture with all and singulanuans profitts commodities and appurtenances
whatsoever to the sayd quarterne belonging, ustealyd Josias and Thomas Marson and to their
heyres and assigns for ever, to the only propeaodeébehoof of the sayd Josias and Thomas Marson
and their heyres and assigns for ever, to be ggdadlded between them; provided allwayes that my
wife Margaret Marson shall have and enioy the spyattern of Heyne land and all other the before
mentioned premises for hir only use and behoofafat during the tearme of hir naturall life.

Item, | give unto Elizabeth Ward the daughter obiflas Ward of Claycoton in the county of
Northampton, one ewe shipp, to be payd hir withie sonth after my decease.

Item, | give unto the poore of Creek five shillings

All the rest of my goods catells and chattells nadate and unmoveable, | give unto my beloved wife
Margaret Marson, whom | make my full and sole exexwf this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the daye and yeare first above written.
Thomas Marson

In the presence of:

David Lawford

Thomas t Fisher his marke

Probatum fuit ... 14 January 1636 [ie calendar ¥&&7] ... etc.
[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véhl, follows.]
An inventorie of all the goods chattells and catell Edward Marson of Creek lately deceased, taken

November 24th 1636 [ie calendar year 1636] ancegrisy David Lawford and William Mawby of
Creek aforesayd, as followeth:

Imprimis, the pewter and brasse et als of the sgoTte.........cciiiiiiiiiii £3-0s-0d
Item, the [lane?] iron, the pothooks, belloweslstof the same sort ...........ccoeeveeiiiceeeee 10s-0d
Item, the tubbs and payles, valued At ..... . e £1-0s-0d
[tem, the remaynder in the SAME FOOM ... 3s-4d
In the Hall:

Item, one table, cuppboard and chayre [0f @SS2]ceevvvivveeeeiiiiii e, £1-10s-0d

In the Parlour:

Item, two old bedsteeds, 4 coffers, chayre, otheterrals for

the sayd beds et als, and other lumber, valued .at..................co oo, £6-1s-2d
In the Chamber above the same:

Item, one bed and furniture with all the rest ia #ayd room,

with certayne potts of butter, boards et als, vélae ..., £1-2s-1d

Item, sheets and linnen of all sorts, valued ... £5-0s-0d
Item, barrells and other brewing VeSSels ... 10s-0d
Item, certayne wool and other materials, with reatils, in the

chamber over the entry, with certayne sheets, dadie................ccceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceeeme £10-0s-0d

Item, 2 yard land crop and above a halfe, founchutpe ground, valued at .................... £580s

[tem, 8 horses Of MOSE SOMS .....ooiviiiii e £36-5s-0d
[tem, 11 COWES ANd 2 CAIVES ....ooiiiiiiiiieeeeete et £20-0s-0d
[tem, 8 NOGQS AN SOWS ......cceiiiiiieiieeeeet e e e e e e e e e e e e rrr e e e e e aaeaeaaeeeeas £4-0s-0d
Item, one hundred of sheep young and 0ld .......ccccovvviiiiiiiiiii £30-0s-0d

Item, 3 carts, the plowes, harrows and hovell tindyel other materials
in the yard, and materialls for husbandry of aitsowith cowe standards,

horse harnesses, and lairs and mangers, valued.at..............c.ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeenn. £13-16s-0d
Item, certain lands of winter corn land, sowedpedlat ...................occoiiiiiiiiiiiieaceee. £3-0s-0d
[tem, the NENS AN COCKS .......ui i 6s-8d
[tem, mony OWing NiM ... £10-0s-0d
Item, mony in his purse, and his apparrell ... £16-0s-0d
Item, certain coales and other materialls in pldodse found
T J=TaTo = o To 10 1 1 U= | (o 10 1 s o S £2-0s-0d
SUMMA LOLANIS ..eeeiiiii e £218-4s-3d

David Lawford
William Mawbie
[...phitum] fuit 14 January 1636 calendar year 1637
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[NB: The above inventory total is correctly addgd]

327. Francis Allen of Crick, 1636 (N2 Book K F103)

[This is the will of a devout puritan, as we willespresently ...

Francis Allen the carpenter of Crick is the soiRathard Allen carpenter of Crick whose will dated
1615 appears earlier in this series.

Francis Allen signs his name neatly and legiblthie will — and indeed, from the great similarity
between his signature and the writing of the résth® will, it seems likely that he has drafted tié
himself. This indicates a degree both of literang of literary understanding somewhat out of the
common. Note also that he states that he is said-since his inventory is dated 8th April it wabul
seem that he died within 3 weeks of making this; wil view of this, his neat self-drafted testarmen
seems all the more remarkable as a piece of peinipanidowever, the brevity of the will, and the kac
of the customary flowery religious phrases, do letid to confirm that it was written by the testato
himself. The inclusion in his inventory of a bildkso confirms that he was literate. This itsglf i
consistent with puritanism ...

... but the most interesting item in his inventythe practice of pietie”, which was lying in his
parlour. This entry refers to a book — "The Pexctif Piety" was a well-known textbook of devotibna
exercises for puritans, written by Lewis Bayly, stime Bishop of Bangor, and first published at some
time shortly after 1610 (by 1619 it was in its 1&thition). In this book of 44 chapters, Bayly setsh
the Christian life and the duties required of a @tatifying Christian. This book went through 60
editions by the end of the 17th century ... andfdleé that Francis Allen possessed a copy tellllus
that we need to know both about his religious pes&n and his social habits.

Francis Allen's two witnesses are Susan BuckneéllEdward Marson, who both sign their own names
in practised hands — perhaps they are his neahlbeigs?

From the will of his widow Bathsheba Allen in 16&2e later), we learn that his daughter Elizabeth i
married to John Bruton, which explains one of l@quests.

His inventory, at a mere £15-1s-9d, indicates lteais a relatively poor man — all the more surpgsi
then, that he is so literate — yet his widow i ahle in her will dated 1642 to leave 30s to tlsgin
Richard Allen in London, so it seems that his hdigsnot starve.]

March 3rd 1635. In the name of God, amen. | FsAten of Crick in the county of Northampton,
carpenter, sicke in bodie but of a perfect mem@ie be thanked, doe make and ordaine this my last
will and testament the daie and yeare first abonttem, in manner and forme following, viz:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hamdedimightie God my onely maker and redeemer,
and my body to be buried in the churchyarde of ICaiforesaid.

Item, | doe give to my sonne Richarde, citizen ofhtlon, the summe of tenn shillings.

Item, | doe give to my sonne John Allen of Creellemy carpenter's tooles and ten shillings of nypne
and my wife to continue in the house so longe aswifgy doth live.

Item, | doe give to Marie Huchines ten shillings.

Item, | doe give to John Bruton ten shillings.

Item, | doe give to Sarah Draper ten shillings.

All the rest of my goods cattells and chattells, dejptes being paide legaces performed and funerall
being discharged, | doe give and bequeath to miybed#dved wife Bathshea Allen, whom | make my
full and sole executrix of this my last will andsteament.

In witness whereof | the aforesaid Francis haveacsaty hand and seale the daie and yeare firsteabov
mentioned.

Francis Allen

And in the presence of:

Susan Bucknell

Edward Marsone

[A detailed inventory is also attached to the val, follows. It is written in the careful, neadagprecise
script of David Lawford, and is clear and legible.]

An inventory of all the goods chattells and cagtelf Francis Allen of Creeke in the countie of
Northampton, carpenter, latelie deceased, takempaped April 8th 1635 by David Lawford and
Edward Marson of Creeke aforesaid, in manner ardddollowinge:

Imprimis, in the haule, one old cupboard, one @d,p
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one little table with a frame, 2 old coffers, onkegle,

certain old stools, with 2 0ld ChaIreS ........c.eeeeiiiiiiii e 13s-4d
Item, one brasse pot, one pan, one kettle, 4 ppbrs of pewter,

2 payles, 2 tubbs, one frying pan, one churneptitrooks, pothangers,

with bellows and toongs and other od implementhénsayd haule, valued at ................. £1-@s-4
[tem, hiS Carpenter's tOOIES ..........ooiii oo £1-0s-4d
Item, in the parlour, one coffer, ONE PrESSE. o i 6s-8d

Item, 2 old bed steds, 4 paire of old course sseetrtaine blanketts,
one bolster, one other bolster, certaine otheritiunen for the sayd beds,

with other od implements in the sayd roome, val@ied.......................ooeeeeeiviivinieeeens £2-2s-6d
Item, one bible, one table cloath, 2 pillowbeanmd 2 napkins, the practice of pietie .......... -16s
Item, in the chamber, one old bedsted, one stfikaadt, certain emptie [hin...s],
with other od lumber in the sayd chamber, valued.at..............ccccooiiiiiiiiii e, 6s-8d
Item, in the buttery, two old barrells, certainamgotts et alias ...........cccccvveverriiiieeeccennn. 2s-1d
Item, certain hives of bees and a grinStONEe ...cuueevvvvveeeeiiiieeeee e £2-1s-1d
Item, one little ranch of haye, some strawe, adadad [sheale?] in the barne .............. 13s-4d
Item, one wheale with certain old wood in the COM® .............c.eeviiiiiiiii e 3s-4d
[EM, tWO DEASES ..ottt e e e e £3-10s-0d
Item, owing to him from the towne, with his app#iremd the rest of
hiS MONY IN NIS PUISE ...ttt e e e e e £2-10s-0d
SUM TOLAL IS ..ttt e e e e e e £15-1s-9d

David Lawford
Edward Marson

[NB: the above sum is correctly totalled up.]

[There is no probate date given — but this is umirtgnt, since we have the date of death accurately
enough from the will and the inventory dates.]

330. Moses Collisof Crick, 1636 (N2 Book C F141)

[The inventory helpfully informs us that Moses @ik raising crops on a half yardland (about I'esc
of land), and that his lease of this land still Bagears to run. He owns 33 sheep — so, if heaizinng
them on the same half yard-land, it seems thas lyeaizing his land pretty heavily ...]

September the 29th Anno Domini 1636. In the nafr@anl, amen. | Moses Collis of Creeke in the
countie of Northampton, husbandman, sicke in bduyeof a perfect memory (God be thanked) doe
make and ordaine this my last will and testamemamner and forme followinge:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddlimightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekeedayd in decent manner.

Item, | give unto John Warwick, my sister Abigadrtsonne, 12d.

Item, | give unto Moses Bateman the sonne of WillBateman of Yelvertoft, 12d.

Item, | give unto my brother Aaron Collis his twautjhters of Brixeworth, to each of them 12d apeece.
Item, | give unto my daughter Abigayle Collis thereme of fourtie shillings.

Item, | give unto 6 of the poorest inhabitants oé&ke 12s, to be equally divided amongst them.

All the rest of my goods chattells and cattells tgbaver | give unto my welbeloved wife Abigayle
Collis, my debts legacies and funerall expenseshdigied; and | doe make the sayd Abigayle Collis
my wife my full and sole executrix of this my lagill and testament.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand and dbalelaye and yeare first above written.

Moses Collis  CX  his mark

In the presence of:

David Lawford scr.

Richard Clarke fil. ~ +  his mark

Probatum fuit ... 14 October 1636 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad .... £53-2s-2d.

[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véhl, follows.]
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An inventory of all the goods catells and chattefldloses Collis of Creeke in the countie of
Northampton, husbandman, lately deceased, takexmandd October the seaventh Anno Dom 1636 by
David Lawford and Edward Marson of Creeke aforesaignanner and forme followinge, viz:

Imprimis, in the hall, one cupboard, one table widssells,

one forme, certaine coales, 2 chayres, 3 tubbay&g,

1 strike of wheat, 10 peeces of pewter, 1 spicaena? candle stickes,
certaine dishes and spoones, the toongs, 2 brunsdipotthookes,
pothangers, bellowes, 3 brasse potts, 4 panedtteske

with certaine lumber in the sayd roome, valued.at...........ccceveveeviiiiiieeeeiieccins £4-2s-8d
Item, in the parlour:
Imprimis, one bed with his furniture, two coffevgth other lumber .........ccccccevvvviiininee. 13s-4d

Item, in the milkhouse, certaine milk vessells, sakinge trough,

2 [...ink?] barrells, with certain shelves and otingplements

in the sayd milkhouse, valued At ...........coeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiecc e 10s-0d
Item, in the chamber, 10 pare of sheetes, 2 bozathd,

4 drawers, 2 napkins, 4 coffers, a barrell, onewtioffer,

1 fatt [ie vat] and 2 churnes, certaine cheeseasane bedsted,

2 formes, with certain other lumber, valued at..........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e, £6-3s-0d
Item, a half yardland's Crop .........ooooi e £11-0s-0d
[tem, 2 NIVES Of DEES ...ttt £1-0s-0d
Item, one ladder, certain hovell timber,
with old wood about the ground, 2 other ladders................coooeiiciiiiiiiiieeceeeeee, £1-10s-0d
Item, the lease of a half yardland for 2 YeareS.cu..cccccveeeeeeivii e £6-0s-0d
[tE€M, 3 COWES, 2 CAIVES ....oiiiiiiiiiiiiies et s ettt e e ettt e e e s et bee e e e s st e e e e e e nnees £7-0s-0d
[tem, 33 ShEEPE IN Al .....vveiiieiiiiiie e £8-10s-0d
Item, certaine money oweing by John Marriott anth&toGreene .............cccvveveeiiiiinnenn. 930d
Item, his apparell and mony iN hiS PUISE ...occcoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e £2-0s-0d
10T o o T =N T o To T TP PPPRPPTRT 12s-0d
[tem, 4 Strikes Of MAlL ...t 12s-2d
SUMMA OLANIS .ooeiieeiee et £53-2s-2d

David Lawford
Edward Marson

[NB: the above total is correctly added up.]

332. William Miles of Crick, 1637 (N2 Book E F99)

[The Miles family has a long history in Crick, agmessed by earlier wills in this series. We n@®,s

in the attached inventory, how a yeoman family @ldating substance kept their house and farm, fer th
attached inventory is a long and detailed one thadouse is clearly a large one, with many upper
rooms and numerous small specialised downstairmsod/Villiam Miles clearly aspires for his body to
be buried in the church — and in view of his reasbs wealth and his family's long connection in the
village, he may perhaps have achieved this ....

We are told that he is farming 2 yardlands andquraterne — about 70 acres — and this allows some
useful cross-checks to be made, of the numberiofas that such a landholding could support. As in
other examples in this series, a ratio of aboutahep per acre seems to be one of the rules ...]

June the twentieth Anno Dom 1637. In the namead,@men. | William Miles of Creeke in the
countie of Northampton, yeoman, sicke in body W perfect memory (God be thanked) doe make
and ordayne this my last will and testament in nearamd forme followinge:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddlimightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the church or churchyar@iieeke aforesayd in comely and decent manner.
Item, | give unto my welbeloved wife Alice Mileselbedsted in the great parlour, with all manner of
furniture thereunto belonging, with the great clieshe sayd parlour and two of the best chayned, a
halfe my cussions, and her boxe, and halfe my fisrand sheetes, with three of my best beasts,@nd 2
sheepe of the middle sort, and halfe my pewtertmadse, and halfe my payles and tubbs, and 20s to
buy her a table, and £1-6s-8d to buy her a newbaand, and the third part of two yard land crop at
home and in the field: to be equally set out: awalbarrells, whichever she please.
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Item, | give unto the children of my sonne Rich&alret by Ellenor his nowe wife of Thorp Malsor,
the summe of twentie pounds of current English mémye equally divided amongst them and payd
within five yeares after my decease.

Item, to my nephewe Richard Jordan, five poundbgetpayd within 2 yeares after my decease.

Item, to my nephewe John Jordan, 20s, to be payh\k shall accomplish his full age of one and
twentie yeares.

And to my daughter Anne Baxter of Sibbertoft, 28] to each of hir children one ewe sheepe.

Item, to every one of my daughter Haddon's childrgdohn her nowe husband, to each of them 10s
apeece, to be payd when they shall accomplishehfelirage of one and twentie yeares.

Item, to Samuell Miles sonne of my kinsman Willidfiles of Creeke aforesayd, one ewe sheepe, and
to Abigayle Miles sister of the sayd Samuell one &lveepe, and to Elizabeth Howard wife of Thomas
Howard of Creeke aforesayd, one ewe sheepe.

Item, to the poore of Creeke, 20s, to be dividedragst 40 of the poorest.

Item, to each one of my godchildren, 12d apeece.

Item, to my two daughters Abigayle Haddon and ElteBarrett, to each of them twentie shillings
apeece.

Item, all the rest of my goods chattells and clsttighmentioned and unbequeathed (my debts legacies
and funerall expenses being discharged), | give ot nephew William Jordan of Creek aforesayd,
whom | have made myne heyre, and doe make him myutar of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set to my hambisgale, the daye and yeare first above written.
William Miles H his mark

In the presence of us:

David Lawford, script.

Edward Perkins

Probatum fuit ... 19 August 1637 ... etc.
[A detailed inventory is also attached to the v, follows.]

An inventory of all the goods cattells and chattdlgVilliam Miles of Creeke in the countie of
Northampton, yeoman, latelie deceased, taken dredpthe 17th of August Anno Dom 1637 by
Edmund Cowley, William Mawby, William Mason, EdwaRerkins and David Lawford of Creeke
aforesayd, in manner following, viz:

In the haule:

Imprimis, one longe table with his frame, 2 joyrdednes,

2 settles, 2 joyned stooles, one other little sidde, 3 chayres,

2 cupboards, certayne pewter, a flagon, 3 candlestj

a tostinge iron, a plate, 2 salts, with a chambgrpalued at ...............cccceeveeeevv . £5-6s-0d
In the great parlour:

Item, one joyned bedsted, with his tester, curtayare vallance,

3 blanketts, one featherbed, one flockbed, onddiols

3 feather pillowes, 2 hillings, valued at ... £6-13s-4d
Item, one great chest, 12 paire of sheetes, onelli@wnapkins,
2 tablecloathes, 3 chayres, a boxe, 10 cushiosatti2s, valued at ..............cccevvvveeee £4-19s-0d

In the inward parlour:

Item, one joyned bedsted with the tester and the

beddinge thereunto belonginge, one other bedstirtiné furniture,

aNd 0NE Old COMEI, .oiiiiiiiiiiie e e £2-14s-10d
In the chamber over the parlour:

Item, one joyned bedsted with the bedding, curtayare furniture

thereunto belonging, one other bedsted with thelingdthereupon used,

one trucklebed, 2 coffers, 2 boxes, one cradle table, valued .................cccoiiiiieeee. £4-8s-8d
In the cheese chamber:

Item, a cheeseracke, a table to laye cheeseskimpall,

certanye Cheeses, VAlUB @t ...........uuiiceieereeiiiiiiieeeer e e eee s £2-0s-0d
In the chamber over the haule:

Item, one saddle, four sackes, 2 winnowesheeteshoard,

one salt barrell, certayne salt, with other implate®f household, valued at .................. B%-0d
In the chamber over the garner:
Item, one garner, certayne malt, one bed with beddi....................oo oo e £1-15s-0d

In the chamber over the kitchen:
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Item, 3 strikes of barley, some wheate, 3 linneRaAMBS ............cooeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns £1-0s-0d
In the kitchen:

Item, 2 pannes, one pott, 3 kettles, one posjidEset],

one drippinge pan, one chamber pot, spits and tplso

2 pare of pothooks, pothangers, one pare of befipame land iron,

tooNgS and DrUNLIFON ..o £2-15s-0d

Item, 5 cowles, 5 kimnells, one bolting tub, 3 @ayl6 barrells,

one wheele, with other necessaries in the sayd@Qam...........cccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeme £1-13s-4d

In the milkhouse:

Item, certayne milk vessels, dishes and spoon@se PEWLET ..........ccevveeeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiiinnnn. 5s-0d

In the stable:

Item, horse lares and mangers, one pannell, certagrse harness,

locks, fetters and 10ggers €t @l ..o cee e £3-0s-0d

In the quern house:

Item, certayne coales, a pare of querns, one chesse et als, valued at .................... 3-0£-0d

In the cowe yard:

Item, the well curb, bucket chaynes with a stonadh, valued at ...............ccccceeeennnnen £3-0s-0d

Item, 3 iron-bound carts, 3 harrowes, 2 ploughéth their furniture,

certayne cart and plowe timber, cowe standards.................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiieen £10-0s-0d

Item, certayne ladders, certayne hovill timber, s@tythes rakes

and forkes, one grindstone with other necessariései yard, valued at ........................: -1f65-8d

Item, some 90 sheepe with sheep cribbs and huiksught horses,

8 cowes, 2 yearlings, 2 calves, 3 hoggs, 4 piggaaed at ........ccccceveveeeieeieeeeeeeee oo £87-0s-0d

[tem, the poultry, ValuE at..............cceeeeeiiieeeee e e e e 3s-0d

Item, the cropp of 2 yardland and @ QUAMEINE. .cceee..vvviiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeee e £45-0s-0d

Item, his apparell and mony in his purse, and sow&nge him ..........ccccccvvveveeeeeeennn, 10£0s-0d
SUMMA LOLAIS ..eeiiiiiii e £195-14s-10d

Edmund Cowlie
William Mawbie
Edward Perkins
William Mason
David Lawford

[NB: the above total is incorrectly added, andudtidotal £198-14s-10d.]

333. Thomas West of Crick, 1637 (N2 Book B F81)

[The West family of Crick has 4 wills in this sesi dating between 1551 and 1637, and these 4 wills
should be analysed as a group.

From the inventory, we see that Thomas West wamifgy 2 yardlands less half a quartern — that is,
about 57 acres of land. His house is of a reasersgde, judging both by the quantity of its invenyt

of contents and also by the house descriptionanrthentory (for example, it had a gated entry wgith
chamber over it, so that the house probably exttholat least 4 or 5 bays of building, not counting
sizeable stable block (he has no fewer than 4 bprse

Thomas West is probably a descendant of one or oftthe two West families of Crick whose wills
appear earlier in the 1550s — Thomas West in 1881Rachard West in 1558, one of whom was
probably his great-grandfather; so his farmhousbably dates back to the early 1500s.

With this in mind, it seems strange that the 16 @ith Tax Survey lists in Crick only a single West
household — that of William West, a relatively poaan living in a 1-hearth house, with too few goods
to be taxable. What can have happened to the hyegttoman family of the late 1630s?

Thomas West was probably quite young when he diede his wife is pregnant with only their second
child, and his daughter is obviously well below #ge of 10 (also it is evident that one room in the
farmhouse is furnished as a nursery, complete evétlle and bath etc); we conclude that Thomas
inherited the farmstead from his father, but thigm dvhile probably still in his early 30s. His vaid

may have been obliged to sell up — though mordylikee married again, to give her children a father
and provider; in the latter case, it seems litbbt the farmstead passed into the hands of her new
husband, hence the change in ownership name. @has$l brother Richard West, who is mentioned in
this will, there is no further trace ...]
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In the name of god amen. June 23 Anno Dom 16Bfpmas West of Creeke in the county of
Northampton, yeoman, sicke in body but of a penfieetmory God be thanked, doe make and ordaine
this my last will and testament in manner and fofatl®wing, viz.:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hari@dlimighty God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of creekeesfayd.

Item, | give unto my daughter Elizabeth West thensie of twentie marks, to be paid when she shall
accomplish her full age of tenn yeares.

Item, | give unto the child that my wife goes witithe summe of four pounds, to be put forth fa th
sayd child when it shall accomplish the full ageesth yeares; and likewise to the sayd child ropkl

if it be a man child; but if it be a female, | githe sayd cloak to my brother Richard West.

Item, | give unto my three sisters, to each of tHdédd a peece.

All the rest of my goods cattells and chattells engioned and unbequeathed (my debts legacies and
funerall expenses being discharged) | give untonalpeloved wife Anne West, whom | make my full
and sole executrix of this my last will and testaméhe daye and yeare first above written.

| have subscribed my name and set to my sealeapharntl yeare first above sayd.

The marke of X Thomas West

In the presence of us, viz:

Edmund Cowlie

David Lawford

The signe of O Richard Clarke senior

Probatum fuit ... 2 October 1637 ... etc.
[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véhl, follows.]

An inventory of all the goods catells and chatteflfhomas West of Creek in the countie of
Northampton, yeoman (deceased), taken and pridgdthuAnno Domimi 1637 by Edmund Cowlie,
David Lawford and Richard Clarke of Creek aforesaglfolloweth:

Imprimis, in the dwelling house:

One table, one forme, with settles, one chayre,

one brasse pott, one panne, 4 kettles, one chatfif#ing

one bason, 9 peeces of pewter, one pewter flaganpimte pot,
4 porringers, one salt, 2 candle sticks, one pegitamber pot,

18 spoones and one basting ladle .........cccoeeeer i £3-8s-10d
Item, a paire of bellowes, a firepan, one caudpott, hooks,

pothangers, 3 payles, 2 tubbs, 3 kinnells, witleottmber in the sayd room .................... 7s-Bd
In the buttery and milke howse

Item, 3 barrells, certayne other milke vessellsl atiner necessaries in the sayd room ......... 8t0s-
In the chamber:

Item, one joyned bedsted, one court cupboard, bastcwith a chayre .............cccceeeeee &30d
Item, one featherbed, one mattresse, two bols3eskort pillowes,

2 other bolsters, one old bed, valued at ... oooiiiiiiiiiieeee e £5-0s-0d
Item, 2 hillings with a cradlecloth .........ccceeeiiiiiii e £1-16s-8d
Item, 2 paire of blanketts with an hilling ..., £1-6s-8d
Item, 2 coffers, one [bath?], one cradle, 4 CUSRION.............oooi i 7s-4d
Item, certain [iNNen Of MOSE SOIS .......iiiiiiiiii e £10-0s-0d
[tem, SOME 3 [I0S?] Of WOOI ....eevieiiiiiie e £3-0s-0d

In the chamber over the entry:
Item, some 6 strikes of graine, certayne cheesemyme linnen and woolen yarn,
a wheele, 3 packs of oatmill, some bacon, certagaese wool,

With Other IUMBDEI tNEIE... ..o e £2-16s-0d
In the stable:

Item, 2 loads of coales, the horse harnesse, Wy dumber ............ccooooeiviiieiiiiiiiiins £2-0s-0d
10T o g 2 o T To T [T UUTT U PP £1-0s-0d
EEIM, 4 NOISES e ettt e et e e e e e e e e e e eeee e e e e st eeaeeeeeens £18-0s-0d
Item, 38 sheep, 51ambS ... £9-0s-0d
[teM, 4 DEASES, 2 CAIVES ..uvveiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeee et e e e £8-5s-0d
Item, 2 ironbound carts, 2 harrows, one plowe aye® cow standards,

hovell timber, with other wood about the yard ..., £3-5s-0d
€M, B NENS, 2 COCKS ...iiiiiiiiiiieetit et ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeae bbb e e s e s eeeeeeeeeseesssbarannnns 3s-4d

Item, certayne old haye, SOME SLFAW ........ccomeieiaaaaeeae et e e e e e e e 10s-0d
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Item, 2 yardland crop in the feild wanting half@agerne.............cccccccvvvvevvveerieneceeeee, £35-0s-0d
Item, his apparell and mony in his purse and momy@ him ...........cccccceeeeiiiiiiiiiinnn, 1Z0s-0d
TOUAL e £121-7s-2d

Edmund Cowlie
David Lawford
Richard O Clarke his mark

[NB: The above total is correctly added up.]

334. William M arson of Crick, 1637 (N2 Book C F233)

[Even a modest husbandman, so it would appear tih@will, has by this time the ability to build @p
sizeable flock of sheep. William Marson's 46 shigemung and old" probably required about 30-40
acres to graze upon, yet we see in the will thatvimeed only two quarterns of arable land, or alddut
acres. Some of his sheep must have been grazbé sommon land — but he would only have a right
to sheep commons in proportion to his land-holdémgwe see that his grazing rights on the commons
do not on their own account for the size of higlflo The answer probably lies in the telltale staat
"...all the lease hades, balkes, commons ..."thisrtells us that he had acquired some supplementa
grazing rights on a number of hades and balks mithée common fields, on which the balance of his
sheep would doubtless have been tethered.]

In the name of God, amen. The tenth day of Juteytbousand six hundred thirtey and seaven, |
William Marson of Crick in the countey of Northampt husbandman, being sicke in body but of
parfect mind | prays God therefore, do make anaiasdthis my last will and testament in manner and
forme followinge:

And first | bequeath my soule to almightey God ngker and redeemer, through whowse meretes |
hope to inioy eternall salvation, and my body tdbeed in christian buriall.

Item, | give and bequeath to my sonne Samuell naytgtne of land lying within the parrish and feelds
of Kilsbe after the decease of Liddia my wife, tmland his heares for ever.

Item, | give and bequeath to Marey my dafter myrtgrae of land lying within the parrish and feelds
of Crick with all the lease hades, balkes, commwitis all the purtinance there unto belonging, after
the desese of my afforesayd wife, to her and hairé®for ever.

All my goodes and chattells moveabell and unmovibaibg deptes payd and funerall expenses
discharged, | give and bequeath to Liddia my wifepm | make my wholl and solle executor of this
my last will and testament.

In witness wheareof | have heareunto sette my haddsealle that day and yeare first above written,
the presence of:

George Sherley

John Hickman

Signed William Marson

Probatum fuit ... 13 October 1637 ... etc.
[A brief inventory is also attached to the will, flaows.]
A true inventory of all the goods and chattella/ifliam Marson of Crick, deceased, taken the 21st o

Juley 1637 by David Lawford, William Mawbie and Gge Sherley of Crick in manner and forme
followinge:

Imprimis, all the pewter abd bras of all sortedugd at .............ccccceeiviiiiiieeen it e £3-0s-0d
Item, one bedsteed, one cupboard, one tabell antkfrone forme

and stoole, with other ImplEMENTS ........ .o £3-0s-0d
Item, one fetherbed, one materes, with coverledodenuketts

and pillowes thereunto belonging, prised At .........ccccvvveeeeeiiiiii e £6-0s-0d
Item, 4 coffers, one box, and all the INNEMN . oo £4-0s-0d
Item, one quarterne's crop on the ground, PriSEd..........ccoovvviiiiiccciiiiniiieee e, £5-0s-0d
Item, certaine pease on the hovell, PriSed e oo £1-0s-0d
Item, 3 cowes and two [birlling?] bullocks, andige) prised .......cccccveeeeeeiieiiii e s £8-0s-0d
Item, 46[?] sheepe, younge and owld, PriSEd .o ivvrriiiiiiiiiiieeieeee e £8-0s-0d
[tem, WOIIE, PrISEA ...ttt ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e bbb bbb e e e e e eeeaeas £1-10s-0d
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Item, money oweinge and money in his purse, andgypsrrill, prised ........cccccvvveeeeeenn. £06-0d
SUMMA TOLANIS ..eviieiiiiiie et £49-10s-0d

David Lawford

George Sherley

William Mawbie

[NB: the above total is correctly added up.]

335. Edward Randall of Crick, 1637 (N2 Book B F49)

[A widowed farm labourer, living with his one saayoung teenager?) in a small house with yard and
outbuildings, which he has apparently rented dtizlly a peppercorn rent (about 2s per annum),
probably from his employer.

His cows and single sheep are enough to providebuitter/cheese and a small quantity of wool, which
he probably sells (although there are 2 spinningeiin his inventory, there are no women lefhim t
house to use them); and he has gathered a goatityud pots and pans and other kitchen equipment.
He seems to have lived a careful and prudentdifd, to have been caring well for himself and his-so
and he understands the high value of educatiomddrequeathes all his goods to ensure the best
possible education and upbringing of his son.]

August the seconde Anno Domini 1637. In the nafrgod amen. | Edward Randle of Creek in the
county of Northampton, labourer, sicke in bodye difd perfect memory (God be thanked) doe make
and ordayne this my last will and testament in fifollowing:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the harf@dl anighty God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekeexfayd.

Item, | doe give unto William Berridge of Creekei@sayd all my goods cattells and chattells toward
the educating and bringing up of my sonne DaviddRan

Item, | doe give unto the sayd William Berridge d@adhis heyres and Assignes for ever, my housel yar
and backside, with all and singular the appurteeaitit Creek aforesayd, if soe be that my sonnedavi
Randle shall depatrt this life after he shall acclishphis full age of one and twentie yeares, toehand

to hold the sayd house, yard and backside witlafipeiretances unto the said William Berridge his
heyres and assignes for ever, to the only propepfithe sayd William Berridge his heyres and
assignes for ever.

And | doe make him the sayd William Berridge (myt#e legacies and funerall being discharged) the
executor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set to my hamtiszale, the daye and yeare first above written.
And it is my will that the sayd William Berridgeshexecutors and assigns shall have the disposging o
my howse with the premises till my sonne David kbaine to be at age.

Edward Randle X his mark

In the presence of:

David Lawford

John Garret junior

Jane A Jennard hir mark

Probatum fuit ... 13 October 1637 ... etc.
[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véhl, follows.]

An inventory of all the goods catells and and ailstiof Edward Randle of Creeke in the countie of
Northampton, labourer lately deceased, taken aisdgAugust 23rd 1637 by David Lawford, Edward
Clarke and Sarah Buswell of Creek aforesayd, iméofollowing, viz:

Imprimis, 2 cowes, one ewe and lamb ... £4-18s-0d
Item, one christeninge sheet, 2 towells, 2 flaxesess, 4 pillowbeares,

7 course sheets, 2 boardcloathes, 2 other pillomehs 3 napkins,

one [fptard?] cloath, valued at ............ccooriiiiie e £2-3s-0d
Item, 2 hillings, 3 blanketts, 2 bolsters, 4 pilesyvalued ............ccccociiiiiiieieeeeenn. £1-10s-10d
Item, two old bed steds, one matresse, 4 coffersettubbs,

2 payles, one cupboard, one table, chaire, forsmag stooles,

one kinnell, 2 wheeles, certaine coales, valued.at............cccccoviiiiiiiiiiiiieinnin. £1-15s-0d
Item, 2 brasse potts, 5 small kettles, one fryiag,ne churne,
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6 peeces of pewter with some other smaller pedogsvaer,

certaine milke vessells and a lanththorne, valted.a...........ccccccoviviiiiiiic e £1-14s-3d
Item, some butter and ChEESE ........c.oiii i 3s-6d
Item, certayne woolen and linnen yarne, certaynel vo@rtayne oats,

some gleaning corne, some old wood and fire timiyee, cheese racke,

one bolting tub, some forks rakes and a sythepttieooks, pothanger,

[tonges?], cawdron, one barrell, one grinestone,

with other necessaries unmentioned, valued @l c.cee.vvvieeiiiiiiiiiiiicc e, £1-13s-8d

Item, one winnowsheete, one blankett, valued at................ccccceeeieiiiiiiee, 3s-4d

Item, his wines, his [so0...acs] and his owne amgtlarr

and NOE MONY IN IS PUISE ...uviiiiiiiiiiie i ceeeeee ettt r e e e e e e e e e e e e e £4-0s-0d

Item, the lease of the house and yard for somesdieg, and some haye ............ccceeeeeee. &10t3
SUMMA LOLANIS ..o e e e £19-14s-7d

David Lawford
Edward O Clarke his marke
Sara B  Buswell hir mark

[NB: the above total is correctly added up.]

Kimnel

a) a household tub of various sizes and purposes.

b) alarge wooden vessel or tub used for whey.

c) atub for kneading dough, brewing or salting meat.
Boltinge tub = boulting whiche — a bin for sifting flour or nea

337. Susan Bucknell the younger of Crick, 1638 (N2 Book D F100)

[There are 3 Bucknell family wills from Crick, dag from 1625 to 1655, and these should be
considered as a group.

In this will, Susan Bucknell makes it clear tha¢ $tas 3 older brothers and 2 younger brotherspaad
married sister and one unmarried sister. And siseréiceived a portion from her (late?) father,iand
therefore aged over 24 herself. Her age was piplbatween 25 and 28 at the time when she made her
will ... but the probate date and inventory datelasth 2 years later, indicating that she died afte
lengthy illness.

Her bequests, totalling £52 when she made ther38 lindicate that she was a wealthy young lady,
but her inventory of £25-3s-0d in 1640 shows ttatvaealth had diminished during the period of her
illness. We are left to speculate on how her bsguerere finally made — although it is always polssi
that she had given away some of her monetary b&jteetheir recipients during her long illness.

Her inventory, though brief, paints a graphic pietaf a fashionable young lady in a small country
village, richly gowned and working away at her séargpto pass the time. The ring, ribbons and other
ornaments, as well as the 4 costly gowns, implytthia family was probably not strictly puritan ...
Finally, note that although she could not write heme she was obviously able to read, since she
possessed two books among her inventory. Thisia anusual occurrence at this period.]

In the name of God, amen. The eyght day of Jannahe yeare of our lord God one thousand six
hundred thirtey and seavee falendar year 1638 Shusanna Bucknall of Crick the younger, siake i
body but of parficte mind | prayse God therefore nthke and ordaine this my last will and testament
in maner and forme followinge.

And first | bequeth my soule into the hands of Ajhty God my maker and redemer, through whose
merites | hope to in joye Eternell Salvation, angdbody to be buried in Christian Buriall at the
discretion of my executor hereafter named.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother John Budkioety shillings.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother Thomas Bedken pound.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother William Boek ten pound.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother Edward Betkien pound, to be payd him when he shall
accomplish the age of 24 yeres.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother Ralfe Budkte® pound, to be payd him when he shall
accomplish the age of 24 yeres.
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And my will is, that if my two younger brothers Edid and Ralfe or either of them do departe thés lif
before there foresayd porcions be due to themtliesit there porcions shall be equally divided arsbng
the rest of my brothers and sisters that are tivergk.

Item, | give and bequeth to my sister Theed fivarmb

Item, | give and bequeth to my sister Theedes twmss Samuell and Thomas, five pound, to be
equalley divided betwixt them.

Item, | give and bequeth to my sister Anne Buckrielb pound.

All the rest of my goodes and chattelles movabadl anmovabell, my deptes leagises and funerell
expenses payd and discharged, | give and bequetly tnother Shusanna Bucknell whom | make my
soulle and wholl executor of this my last will ategtament.

In witness whereof | have heareunto sett my hawldsaall the day and yeare first above written 1637
[ie calendar year 1638].

The marke of ZB  Shusanna Bucknell

In the presence of:

George Sherley

Edward [Hall?]

Probatum fuit ... 20 May 1640 ... etc.
[A brief inventory is also attached to the will, faows.]

An Inventory of all the goods and chattells of SuesBucknell, dessesed, taken the seaventh day of
May 1640 by John Hall and George Sherley in maandrforme followinge:

Item, three gownes, fowre petticotes and fowre WHSK...............ccvvvvviieeeeiiiiiiiiinio £10-0s-0d

Item, seven appornes [ie aprons], twelfe corgates

and all the rest of hur other wassinge linnen. ..............ooooiiiiii e £5-0s-0d

Item, one ringe, with gloves, ribbones and othetigiand two bookes ...........................-0820d

Item, hur leagcie given by hur father..........coooo e, £7-3s-0d

Item, hur deske with samplers and other small #8ng

with hoodies, stokinges and ShOONES ........cceriiiiii s £1-0s-0d
SUMMA OLANIS ..oeiiieiie et £25-3s-0d

[NB: the above total is corectly added up.]

338. William Jordan of Crick, 1638 (N2 Book D F160)

[Here is a very unusual will.

This young man is aged under 21 but has alreadyiedar in what circumstances we are not told, save
that the girl in question came from Cold Ashby.s Hride's father has made a bond to pay him £40
when he is 21, and in his will William now appearsious to get possession of this money, so as to
leave half of it to his brothers and sister, antitadis young bride. Our first instinct is to fioa
jaundiced view of the circumstances of his marriagespecially since it is clear from the willatthe
has relatively little money of his own to dispo$eshould he not live long enough to inherit th® £4
from his father in law. However, he also leavesieto his wife's mother, brothers and sisterso...
perhaps, after all, he was fully accepted by his'wifamily. And he leaves bequests to various poo
folk in Crick ; and he indicates that his grandhes, Alice Mills, is wealthy enough to employ a
servant, which may help to explain his exceptignaedrly marriage to the daughter of a rich yeoman.
His parents are both apparently dead, since he imalgrandmother Alice Mills his executor.

Finally, and most strange of all, there is no nantf his young wife in this will — we can only
conclude from this, that his wife has also diedd this explanation would also make complete sefise
his bequests to his siblings.

These facts, when considered overall, appear tt ptiongly to a sudden virulent epidemic in Criak
this date.]

In the name of God, amen. | William Jordan of @riethe countie of Northampton, sicke in body but
of a perfect memory (God be thanked) doe make ashairee this my last will and testament in manner
and forme followinge:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the harfiddraighty God my onlye maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekedayd.
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Item, whereas my father in lawe John Haddon of @adby in the countie of Northampton, yeoman, is
bound to pay unto me the sayd William Jordan tmarsa of fortie pounds of current English [money]
at the age of one and twentie yeares as at largetiytappeare, nowe in such case that on the daye o
the date hereof | the sayd William Jordan have pawedispose of the sayd summe of fortie pounds
aforesayd, then | doe give and bequeath unto mpére Richard and John Jordan, to each of them the
summe of twentie nobles apeece [ie £6-13s-4d eanH]to my sister Ann Jordan the sum of twentie
nobles, to be payd to them out of the sayd sumnfiertté pounds in my father Haddon's hands; but if
have no power to dispose of the sayd fortie poutmgs) | doe give unto my sayd brothers Richard and
John Jordan and to my sister Ann Jordan, to eatiteaf ten shillings apeece, to be payd by my
executor.

Item, | doe give unto my sisters Elizabeth and Abigladdon, to each of them five shillings apeece,
and to my brothers William and Thomas Haddon, the# them five shillings apeece.

Item, | doe give unto my mother Abigayle Haddon shenme of five pounds, to be payd out of that
mony in my father Haddon's hands.

Item, | give unto the poor of Creek 20s.

Item, | give unto Edward Moore my grandmother'vaat 6s-8d.

Item, to Thomas Heward 6s-8d.

Item, to Joan Ballard 6s-8d.

Item, to Prudence Brinley 6s-8d.

All the rest of my goods cattells and chattellsubfat sort soever (my debts legacies and funerall
expenses being discharged) | doe give unto my gnatfter Alice Miles of Creek aforesayd, widdowe,
whom | make my full and sole executor of this mst haill and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my handsaate, dated the seaven and twentieth daye of
January in the thirteenth yeare of the raigne ofsoweraign Lord Charles, by the grace of God kihg
England Scotland France and Ireland, defendereofdith etc., Anno Domini 1637 [ie calendar year
1638].

William Jordan

In the presence of us, viz:

David Lawford

Edward Perkins

Edward T More

Thomas H Heward

Probatum fuit ... 6 February 1637 [ie calendar yi&&88] ... etc.

339. Thomas Wright of Crick, 1638 (N2 Book B F97)

[Of the 9 Wright family wills in this series, 5 afiom Crick and date between 1638 and 1705. This
group should be studied together. The other 4 N¥rdlls are from Braunston, and should also be
considered as a group.

It is interesting that Thomas Wright evidently fédat he deserved to be buried in the church afiCri
rather than the churchyard, as withessed by thefeeceful striking out of the word "yard" which is
crossed out no fewer than 8 times. He is only@ pasbandman — indeed, his inventory shows him to
possess nothing at all except 5 sheep, and to bd awnassive total of £17.

How he came to have such a large amount owingnioidia mystery; the debts are owed by his son
John Wright, and by his neighbours John Howe anidlaii Miles junior.

David Lawford appears as the official scribe ofthill — and from the regularity of his performitigs
and other similar tasks in Crick since his sudagpearance in 1635, and right up to his last appear
in 1667 later in this series of transcripts, it htigeem at first that he was the village schoolerast
ekeing out his living by acting as the draftsmamvils and other legal documents. However, in the
later will of George Marvin of Crick in 1638, Lawrfd describes himself as the curate of Crick wso
see that the priest at this time was either iladler in absence (ie as a pluralist?).

On reflection, if it was the curate who draftedsthiill, was he perhaps the one who was responfible
deciding to strike out the word "yard" so that timian would be buried within the church?]

In the name of god amen. | Thomas Wright of Craakée countie of Northampton, husbandman,
sicke in body but of perfect memory (God be thankige make and ordayne this my last will and
testament as followeth:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddlmightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churebk=yatiCreeke aforesayd.
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Item, | give unto my sonne John Wright the summthcfe pounds which he oweth me; and to his
daughter Sarah tenne shillings which the sayd dohsonne oweth mee.

Item, | give unto my sonne William Oliver the sumofdifty shillings which the sayd John Wright my
sonne oweth me.

Item, | give unto my sayd sonne William Oliver slich summes of money as are due unto me from one
William Miles the younger of Creeke aforesayd.

Item, | give unto my sayd sonne William Oliver niyef sheepe.

Item, | give unto my grandchild Joseph Wright thensne of five shillings, to be payd by my executor
within one yeare after my decease.

Item, | give unto my sayd sonne William Oliver, Alich summes of mony as are or may be due to mee
from John Howe of Creeke aforesayd.

And likewise, all the rest of my goods cattells @hdttells unmencioned and unbequeathed (my debts
legacies and funerall expenses being discharggigie lunto my sayd sonne William Oliver, whom |

make my full and sole executor of this my last \aitid testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set to my hamtiszale, the daye and yeare first above written.
Thomas OO  Wright

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us, viz:

David Lawford, script.

Josiah Marson

Probatum fuit ... 12 May 1638 ... etc.
[A detailed inventory is also attached to the véhl, follows.]
An Inventory of all the goods and chattells of TramWright of Creeke in the Countie of Northampton,

husbandman, lately deceased, taken and prized héaj8th Anno Dom 1638 by David Lawford and
Edward Perkins as followeth, viz:

IMPFIMIS, 5 SNEEPE ...ttt £1-4s-0d

In mony owing unto him on penaltie ... £11-8s-8d

Without penaltie the sumMmMe Of ... e £6-0s-0d
SUMMA LOLANIS ..veeceeeeeiieei it £18-12s-8d

David Lawford
Edward Perkins

345. Katherine Watson of Crick, 1638 (N2 Book A F32)

[Although there are 15 Watson wills in this seriasly 2 of them are from Crick, and the main
concentration of this family name is in Braunstdhseems unlikely that this testatrix is connedted

that branch ...

This nuncupative will is that of a poor old widow8he has no money to give away, and only a few poor
belongings. Her son and three daughters have maddy been caring for her; and she has been
tending hives of bees, presumably so as to setl hlb@ey and earn a little money for fuel and food.
Note that she addresses her social superior, thhyeyeoman Edmund Cowley, as "Brother Cowley"
— a sign of the puritan egalitarianism that was@amon in Crick as elsewhere at this time.]

Memorandum, that Katheren Watson of Crick in thentie of Northampton, widowe, did the seventh
day of June Anno Dom 1638 in the presence of usse/imames are heareunder subscribed as witnesses,
speake the wordes follwing:

Brother Cowlie, | praie you let my daughter Alicavie my old featherbed and two paire of sheetes.
Let my sonne Richard have all my hives of bees.

Let my daughter [Elinor?] have my trunck and thpe@e of sheets.

Give Thomas 12d.

And all the rest of my goodes | give my daughtenénfor shee shall be my executrix.

Witnesses:

Edmunde Cowlie

Elizabeth Cowlie E her marke

Marie Boies O her marke.

Page 72



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

346. George Marvin of Crick, 1638 (N2 Book B F119)

[George Marvin emerges as probably a relativelyngpman, say mid to late 30s, a poor cottager with
no land, ho had to take labouring work. If we takeount of the significant inflation that took g¢a
from the late 1500s onwards, he was living belogvghverty line, and his death may have been
hastened on by longterm malnutrition. This isdoaobt, also the reason why he and his wife had anly
single child.]

Julie the 7th 1638, 14th year of King Charlesthi@ name of god amen. | George Marvin of Creeke in
the countie of Northampton, labourer, sicke in bbdyof perfect memory God be thanked, doe make
and ordayne this my last will and testament in neariallowing:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddlmightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekeexfayd.

Item, | give unto my brother John Marvin the sunwhéenn shillings, to be payd within seven yeares
after my decease.

Item, | give unto my brother Thomas Marvin 2s, tp sister Margery Marvin 2s, and to my sister
Katherine Marvin 2s, to be payd them within 7 ysaa#ter my decease.

Item, in case that my daughter Elizabeth Marvindughright heyre unto my howse, yard, orcharde and
backside in Creeke aforesayd) shall depart tresldfore she shall accomplish hir full age of ome a
twentie yeares and unmarried without issue, thehimsuch case | doe give unto my wife Agnes
Marvin, All that my dwelling howse, yard, orchamdabackside in Creeke aforesayd, To have and to
hould unto the sayd Agnes Marvin my wife, her heamd assignes for ever, to the only proper use and
behoof of the sayd Agnes Marvin my wife hir heynsl assignes for evermore; Provided that she the
sayd Agnes Marvin my wife her heyrs and assigna#i Bave hould and enioy the sayd premises for
and during hir naturall life; And likewise provid¢hat at the hour of hir death she the sayd Agnes
Marvin, or els hir heyrs executors administratarassigns, shall imediately after her death (fase

the sayd Elizabeth dieth as abovesayd) paye oedause payd unto the sayd Thomas and John
Marvin, the sayd Margey, Agnes and Katherine Martoreach of them the summe of twentie shillings
apeece according to the true meaning hereof.

And for the rest of my goods cattells and chattéligve them to my sayd wife Agnes Marvin, making
hir the executor of this my last will.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand and séaedlaye and yeare first above written.

George Marvin X his marke

In the presence of:

David Lawford, curate de Creeke

And John West X his marke

Elizabeth [Bocke?] widdowe, hir marke

Probatum fuit ... 4 June 1639 ...etc.
[A detailed inventory is attached to the will, aidws.]
A true and perfect Inventory of all the goods dittand chattells of George Marvin of Creeke in the

Countie of Northampton, who deceased the 27th d&ypoll 1639, taken by Thomas Kilworth of
Creeke aforesaid and Thomas Smith of Barby, prizedith day of June Anno Dom 1639:

Imprimis, all his wearing apparell WhatSOVET .............uevviiiiiiiiiiieeeeieiie e 13s-4d
Item, one coverlet, bedsted, two short pillowes adankett .............ccccoeiiiiiiiiieees £1-0s-0d
Item, christening sheet and all other linnen Whaigo .............c.ccocccviiieeiininnnen. e £1-65-8d
[tem, all his pewter Of All SOMS ..........iiceecciiie e 6s-8d
Item, brasse, viz 3 little kettles and 1 SKillet.............ueeeiiiiii e 10s-0d
Item, 2 coffers and 1 cupboard With [.....] «cceee e 16s-0d
Item, 1 bedsted, 1 bed, 1hilling and 1 blankett..............cccooiiis 10s-0d
Item, 1 frying pan, 1 barrell, 2 pailes and 1 tald & churn ................oooiiiiiiiii e 2s-6d
Item, all other lumber in the NOUSE ........oireeiii e 1s-0d
Item, 1 COWE ....oevveviiiiiiieeeee, £2-6s-8d
Item, a little parcel of haye 1s-0d
SUMMA TOALIS .oieeeeeee e £7-13s-10d

Thomas X Kilworth his marke
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Thomas S Smith his marke
[NB: the above total is incorrectly added up, ahduld total £7-11s-10d. Since neither of the

assessors was able to sign his own name, it apiedrsome third party must have written down the
list of goods, and this third party may also beoesible for the imbalance in the accounting.]

351. Edward Barrett of Crick, 1640 (N2 Book D F146)

[In this will, as in several others at this periogs note that the word "daughter” is often spelled
"dafter", which reminds us that the letters "ghi'most instances where they occurred, were normally
pronounced as "ff" at this period; the modern pramation of "gh" as "orr" or "00" came much later.
An exception appears to be the word "plough"”, whuften appears in these wills alternatively spelled
as "plowe", indicating that the "gh" was normallppounced "oww" at least in this case.

Edward Barrett owns only half a quartern of lanabeut 4 acres — which is nowhere near enough to
sustain a family; hence he is working as a shephEBrom the inventory, and from the description in
the will, it appears that his son Richard has pethop as a blacksmith in a 1-bay section of the,ba
and is working at least part-time at this tradais.father encourages him to continue with thiskwo
How Edward's eldest son Richard can be expectédd@&30 to pay portions to his other 3 brothers
within 1 year of the death of their mother, wheaittliather's total estate amounted to no more i)
is a total mystery — and probably it was also aterysto Richard himself.]

In the name of God, amen. The one and twentiegtofldanuary one thousand six hundred thirtey and
nine [ie calendar year 1640], | Edward Barrett atiCin the countey of Northampton, sheepheard, doe
make and ordaine this my last will and testamemamner and forme following:

And first | bequeath my soule into the handes ahihtey God my maker and redeemer, through
whose meretes | hope to enjoy Eternall Salvatiad,ray body to be buried in the parish church ydrd o
Crick in Christian Buriall at the discretion of nexecutor heare after to be named.

And for my worldley estate:

| give and bequeth to my sonne Richard Barrett oiysk wherein | live, with the backsid thereunto
belongin after the desesse of me and Marey my waifaim and his heires for ever.

And my will is, that he the sayd Richard my sonhallspay unto my dafter Frances Barrett, ten pound
within one yeare next after my desese, and allsavithys that my sayd sonne Richard shall hold his
shoppe and the Baye of the Barne next unto thepgh@md halfe the backsid duringe my wifes lifed an
my said wife all the rest of my housinge and theeotalfe of my backsid duringe her life if she jxee
her selfe widdowe; but if she marry an other nthen my will is shee shall have but her Thindes [ie
her things that she brought with her to the maejag

Item, | give and bequeth to my sayd sonne Richanaet, my half quartern of a yard land, to him and
his heires for ever, upon condition that he payte ony three youngest sonnes Henry Barrett, Joseph
Barrett and Edward Barrett, thirtey pound withiregreare next after the desese of Marey my wife, to
be eqaly divided betwixt them, that is to say,gennd a peece; and if my sonne Richard refusayo p
to my three youngest sonnes the sayd summe oéytpdaund or any part of it, that then my will isith
my sayd three sonnes shall have the sayd halfequerof a yeardland to them and there heires fer, ev
and my will is that Marey my wife shall hold and@nthe sayd half quartern of a yeardland during he
life.

Item, | give and bequeth to my brother William Battten shillings.

Item, | give and bequeth to my sister Elizabethdieitlings.

Item, | give and bequeth to my sister Annes tehisps.

All the rest of my goodes and chattells movabetl anmovabell, my deptes and leagosise payd and my
funerall expenses discharged, | give and bequdthMarey my wife, whom | make my wholl and
soulle executor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | the sayd Edward Barrett haa@hnto sett my hand and seall, the day and yeare
first above written, 1639 [ie calendar year 1640].

The marke of A Edward Barrett

In the presence of witness:

George Sherley

The marke of O  John Garrett

[There is no probate date — but the inventory \aliert on 19 November 1640, which indicates that he
probably died in late October or early Novembethat year, some 9-10 months after making his will.]
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A true and perfect Inventory of all the goods dattel chattells of Edward Barrett late of Crickthe
County of Northampton, shepherd, taken and prirechineteenth day of November 1640, by us whose
names are hereunto subscribed.

Imprimis, in the hall, on table, on chaire, thré@otes, one forme,
one woolen wheele, one leonnen wheele, on iron pott

two little brasse kettles abd one brasse frying pan.........ccccooooi i, 8s-0d
Item, on paire of bellowes, one paire of pott hasgen landiron,
fire tonges, a brundiron, certaine dishes and spgmamnd other lumber stuffe ................. 2s-0d

In the parlour:

Item, two bedsteades, 3 coffers, on cubbord, 5Igeales

of pewter upon it, and certaine bedinge upon these................ooo oo £1-0s-0d
In the chamber over the parlour:

Item, one bedsted, certain cheese bordes and sectaszke,

six fleeces of wool, certain butter and cheese,ahdr lumber ...............ccccceeei vt . 135-4d
In the chamber over the hall:

Item, one bedstede and one bolting fatt and a dané

and certain other lumber StUffe ......... o o 3s-4d
In the milkhouse:

Item, two barrells, certain cheese fatts and [fs],.

certain milke vessells, two tubbs, and other wooBESSellS ............oeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee. 5s-0d
Item, more in the parlour, six paires of sheets @l
paire of pillowbeares, and other INNEN......ccomumeveeiiiiiiiiiiie e 13s-4d
Item, foure cowes, young and old ......... £6-0s-0d
Item, six sheep and [ambsS ... ———————— 12s-0d
10T 4 F0 T L= T T T TSP 10s-0d
Item, certain corne of wheat and barlye ... £2-0s-0d
Item, a little parcell of oates and a little hov@fllpease ............cceeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii £1-10s-0d
Item, a little hovell of haye, and a little rick€riew hay .............cccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie. £2-6s-8d
Item, a little old wood in the cowe house, andaieg bordes in the
house chambers, and other old wood in the yard ... 5s-0d
Item, a parcell of coales, ValUBM ... iiiiiiiiieee e 10s-0d
Item, certain hammeres and tonges, and one anvill,
belonging to the sMith'S trade ... e oo e ee e e £1-6s-8d
Item, his apparell and mony in his purse, valued.at.............ccccvveeieeriiiieeee e, £1-13s-4d
1S 0 PP RRRP £18-18s-8d

[NB: the correct total of the above should be A88-8d, not £18-18s-8d as stated.]

358. Bethshua [Bathsheba] Allen of Crick, 1642 (N2 Book H F95)

[This is the widow of Francis Allen the carpentehose will dated 1636 appears earlier in this serie
It provides a useful cross-check on the membetkeif family and their links by marriage.]

February the eleventh, one thousand six hundregd &od one [ie calendar year 1642]. In the name of
god amen. | Bethshua [Bathsheba] Allen of Crickhi@ county of Northampton, widowe, being sicke
in body but of perfect minde, | prayse God therefaloe make and ordayne this my last will and
testament in manner and forme following:

First | bequeath my soule into the hands of AllnygBod my maker and redeemer, through whose
meritts | hope to enioy eternall salvation, andbogy to [be] buried in Crick churchyeard in Chiasti
buriall.

And for my worldley goods:

First | give and bequeath unto my sonne RicharthAitizen of London, the somme of 30s, to be paid
within one yeare after my dessease, and one pnelssre cubord.

Item, | give and bequeath to my sonne Richard ffis, \i0s.

Item, give and bequeath to my dafter Elizabeth {&n110s.

And all the rest of my goods and chattells moveabldé unmoveable, my debts and legacies and
funerall expenses discharged, | give and bequetiytsonne John Alline of Crick e, whom | make my
wholl and soll executor of this my last will anctement.

In witness whereof | the said Basshua [Bathshelia] have heare unto sett my hand, the day and
yeare above written, in the presence of:
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The marke of (e Robart Andrewe
The marke of | Elizabeth Hinson
The marke of T Bashhua Allin

359. Richard Greeneof Crick, 1642 (NR3 Book B F171)

[Here is a rich yeoman with a significant land-hotd He may be a distant descendant of that Thomas
Green of Crick whose will appears above in 1558 ke may be related to one of the Kilshy Greens
whose wills are listed in this series in 1590, 1,680 and 1677.]

In the name of God, amen. The fifte day of Agrilthe yeare of our Lord God 1642, | Richard Greene
of Creeke in the county of Northampton, yeomanndaicke in body but of perfect remembrance
thanks be to God for yt, doe make and ordainetthi®e my last will and testament in manner and
forme followinge, that is to say:

First | bequeath my soule to God who gave it, agcbody to the earth from whence it came.

And as for my lands and goodes which God of hiscsnaath lent me, | doe dispose of them as
followeth:

First | geve and bequeath unto my eldest daughitee Barry, one quartern or fowerth part of onedyar
land with th'appurtenances, which was partitiorrechfone other quartern in the use of Richard Clarke
to have and to hold the said quartern or fowerth gleone yard land with th'appurtenances unto the
said Alice Barry for and dureing her naturall lifand immediately after her decease, | doe geve and
bequeath the said quartern of land with th'appariees to Nathaniell barry her sonne to his heoes f
ever.

Allso | doe geve and bequeath unto the said Aliaeg eight pounds, four pounds thereof to be paid
within one yeare after my decease, and the otheerfpounds to be paid in [five?] whole yeares after
my decease.

Also | doe geve and bequeath unto Elizabeth Atkigssecond daughter, on sheep or five shillings of
money.

And to John Atkins her sonne, one sheep or fivilirsips of money.

Also | doe hereby geve and bequeath unto my two aexghters Susana and Lidia, one half yard land
with th'appurtenances, which is their mother'stjai@ or dower, to be equally devided betwixt thgm b
my loveing neighbours Thomas Wright and John Baylkeyd after the said parition, to have and to

hold the said half yardland so equally parititométh th'appurtenances to each of my said daughters
severally, their severall parts of my said lanthem severally and to their severall heires foreve

Also | doe geve and bequeath unto my youngest daugane the messuage or tenement with
th'appurtenances wherein Robert Greene my brotitrrebow dwell, to have and to hold the said
messuage or tenement with th'appurtenances ungaiieddane Greene my youngest daughter and to her
heires for ever, to enter uppon the same immedgiafédr the decease of the longer liver of my said
brother Robert and Catherin his wife.

Also | doe give unto Elizabeth Greene the daugbit¢he said Robert Greene, one ewe and lamb or 6s-
8d in money.

The rest of all my goodes catells and chattellstadever not above bequeathed, my debts being payed
my legacies performed and my funerall expensesdiged, | doe geve and bequeath to my loving wife
Elizabeth Greene, whom | doe hereby make ordaideappoint to be the sole executrix of this my last
will and testament, provided allways neverthelassl it is further my will, that if Elizabeth my veif

shall happen to marry againe, then in such casshsiepay to my three youngest daughters twenty
pounds a peece, to be payd to them within one yateeshe shall marry againe.

In withess whereof | the said Richard Greene hawhis my last will and testament putt my hand and
seale, the daye and yeare above written.

The marke of R Richard Greene testator
Sealed and signed in the presence of:
Thomas Wright

The marke of M William Miles
Thomas Garrett

Probatum fuit ... [10 June? very hard to deciphe#dtc.

360. John Whitehead of Crick, 1643 (NR3 Book C F183)
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[There are 6 Whitehead wills in this series, 4 fréntk and 2 from Kilsby. The Crick wills arerye
widespread, occurring in 1516, 1555, 1627 and 16A8,this is not conducive to forming a family tree
— but all the same, it may perhaps be possiblada/some links between them ...

This will is interesting in that the testator, aiule labourer, spends a good deal on specific &iner
arrangements. His specific payments to the poeashby St Ledgers for a funeral sermon and to the
bell-ringers of Crick to ring his knell on two daysoth suggest that he may perhaps have been
something of a closet catholic, for these are patrnon aspects of a puritan funeral, and these fapeci
payments to the church seem more reminiscent acf34@s than the 1640s. As for his gift of 5s tie t
maids of the parish to buy them favours", suchwlious bequest is totally against all puritan
principles and practices. His bequest of 6s-8d#diropes, again, smacks very much of earlier
bequests "for the bells" dating from the pre-Elethlan period.

The explanation of this may stem in part from thet that John Whitehead appears to have travelled
pretty widely — he bequeathes money to people ve@y, Nuneaton, Ashby St Ledger and Winwick
among other places, and he may have worked in alevkthese places as an itinerant labourer.
Although only a labourer, he nevertheless ownsuséa@nd yard in Crick — but there is no land \tjth
nor apparently even a backside. Though no invgridoprobate summary exists to give a clue to his
total estate, his bequests total a mere £5-6 +smems likely that his total estate amounts tnoe
than about £12-15.]

In the name of God, amen. | John Whiteheade oéKkerén the county of Northampton, labourer, sicke
in body but of a perfect memory God be thanked,dake and ordayne this my last will and testament
in manner following:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddraightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekeexfaid.

Item, | give unto Mr David Lawfords 4 children ofikWick, viz Mary, Elizabeth, John and Anne
Lawford, to each of them 5s a peece, to be paydimitalf a yeare after my decease.

Item, to Mr Smyth of Asheby, 10s for a funeral senm

Item, to the ringers to ring 2 dayes, 10s.

Item, 5s to the maydes of the parish to buy therodes.

Item, to the churchwardens of Creeke to buy acddiellroapes, 6s-8d.

Item, to the poore widdowes 20s, or to the poovetrshen the widdows are first served.

Item, to Thomas Whiteheades sonne of Coventry, is/lacsilk weaver, 10s.

Item, to William Clarke of Creeke, 10s.

Item, to Moses Campians children of Nuneaton, thed them 2s a peece which are now living.
Item, to Edward Perkins and Jacob Perkins, sonhEdward Perkins of Creek aforesaid, to each of
them 20s a peece.

All the rest of my goods cattells and chattellgetiier with my house and yard in Creeke aforesaid (
debts, legacies and funerall expenses being digetirl give unto my loveing freind Edward Perkins
of Creeke aforesaid, to have and to hold unto hiersiid Edward Perkins and to his heyres and
assignes for ever.

And | doe make and appoynt him the said EdwardiResxecutor of this my last will and testament,
and doe revoke all former wills.

In witness whereof | have set to my hand and dbelelaye and yeare first above written.

John Whiteheade M his marke

In the presence of us:

David Lawford, script.

Thomas Vause

Probatum fuit ... 30 October 1645 ... etc.

361. Richard Banbury of Crick, 1644 (NR3 Book B F32)

[Of the 5 Banbury wills in this series, 4 are fr@rick and the other from Ashby St Ledgers. The
Crick group is widely spaced, occurring in 154858, 1622 and 1644, which may perhaps be too
widely separated to allow a family tree to be tthce

This butcher of Crick has a son who is also waglas a butcher in Rugby. He owns 2 houses in Crick
and seems to be a man of reasonable means, simeeidatly had enough spare cash to purchase the
second house quite recently — though without aantory it is impossible to assess his estate with a
precision. The small size of his monetary bequestd his probable lack of significant farmland ¢
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none is mentioned in his will), both appear to dadé that he had little real estate other than his
premises.

The Banbury family appears at regular intervalghia series from the 1550s onward — and the will of
Ralph Mungumberie of Crick, 1588, mentions "RichBeahbury's house in Ende Lane, Crick", which
may be the same premises referred to in this pregén

Though the earlier Leodgar Banbury of Crick (will1558) was apparently a wealthy yeoman farmer,
he had a large family of 7 sons — and perhapsahidhiolding was dissipated by division among the
heirs? At any rate, there are signs of povertyragrtbe later members of the Banbury family, as seen
in the will of the impoverished widow Agnes BanbufyCrick (1622), and perhaps also in that of the
poor widow Elizabeth Banbury of Ashby St Ledger828).]

In the name of God, amen. | Richard Banbury ofekeein the county of Northampton, butcher, weak
in body but of a perfect memory (God be thankedg shake and ordaine this my last will and
testament in manner and forme followinge.

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddraightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the churchyard of Creekeexdayd.

Item, | doe give unto my sonne Richard Banbury ofiBy in the countie of Warwick, butcher, my
howse of building close to my dwelling howse adiognin Creeke aforesaid, containing by estimation
some two bayes of building (be it more or lesshulite ground and soile whereon the sayd howse
standeth, which sayd premises | lately purchasedet@nd my heyres of my sonne John Banbury of
Creeke aforesayd, to have and to hold the saydéowsuildinge with the ground and soyle whereon it
standeth, unto the sayd Richard Banbury my sonddahis heyres and assignes for ever. Provided
notwithstanding that my widow shall have and enithgesame for her life; And further, that the sayd
Richard Banbury my sonne his heyres and assignesnee of them, shall paye the summe of five
pounds of current English money informe followin@,: to my daughter Anne [Steele?] twentie
shillings within one yeare after my wives deceasel 20s to my sonne Thomas Banbury within two
yeares after my wives decease, and 20s to my dauBhatrix Ambrose within 3 yeares after my
wivces decease, and 20s to my sonne Nathaneehwlitheares after my wives decease, and 20s to my
daughter Joane [Henfree?] within 5 yeares aftemings decease. The which sayd summes
abovesayd, if my sayd sonne Richard Banbury hisdsegr assignes shall refuse or neglect to paye as
abovesayd, then | doe give the foresayd premisesmy sonne John Banbury his heyres and assignes,
performing the sayd legacyes abovesayd.

Item, it is my will that if any of the foresayd leiges shall departe this life before theyre selveral
legacies shall happen to be due, then the chilofréime sayd legatees deceased shall have theyre
legacies.

Item, | give to my sonne John Banbury 20s.

Item, to his sonne William Banbury 5s.

And to my sonne in lawe William Hide 20s.

All the rest of my goodes cattells and chattellsvbht sort soever (my debts, legacyes and funerall
expenses discharged), | doe give them to my witeabBéth Banburye, whom | make my full and sole
executrix of this my last will, and do revoke adtfner wills.

In witnes whereof | the sayd Richard Banbury hasessribed my hand and seale, the daye and yeare
first above written.

Richard Banbury J his marke

In the presence of:

David Lawford

William Miles M his mark

[the following 2 items are added as a postscriply ditnessed and attested by David Lawford]

| give unto Dicke Hide sonne of the sayd Williandklj 10s.

Elia Hide his sonne, 10s.

Probatum fuit ... [13 July 1648? the probate dateery hard to decipher] ... etc.

362. William Beridge of Crick, 1644 (NR3 Book C F211)

[This miller's will — one of 7 in this series oftrscripts — indicates that a miller's income wag ve
closely tied to the mill's income, ie that WilliadBerige had no other significant source of inconibe
will of John Dale of Crick, miller, 1657, later this series, should be read in conjunction witls thaill;

it shows that Dale's mill was located out in thedds of Crick and not in the village itself. &eims

likely that John Dale must have been working thaesanill that William Berige owned, which his heirs
must therefore have sold shortly after his deathidd; this in turn tells us that John Dale carirate
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been working the mill for much more than about &@rg at the time of his death ... and since he
appears to have died of old age, he must have bdughen he was already elderly.]

In the name of God, amen. The first daye of Mathayeare of our Lord God one thousand six
hundred fortie and foure, | William Berige of Crigkthe county of Northampton, miller, make this my
last will and testament in manner and forme folloya.

First | bequeath my soule into the handes of Alig&od my maker and redeemer, and my body to be
buried in the churchyard of Crick aforesaid.

Item, | give and bequeath to my sonne Thomas Bengkto my sonne Richard Berrige and to my
sonne Joseph Berige and to my sonne Jonas Beitdgeadaughter Phillis Berige, my house and close
with the appurtenances, and the Winde Mille, tadlee at the age of my daughter Phillis when she is
at eighteen yeares old, or at that time shee stamddmplish the age of eighteene yeares; andtthen
be made sale of the affore said house and closévamie Mille, and the monie to be equally divided
by even portions unto the afforesaide my sonnedandhter as coheires.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizalrice, one brasse pott after my deceasse.

Item, | give and bequeath all the rest of my gaat$ catell and the house and close and the winde
mille with all profitts and comodities there untiasing after my deceasse unto Joseph Berige, Jonas
Berige and Phillis Berige for their maintenance Anelyhoode unto the time as aforesaid my daughter
Phillis Berige or should accomplish the age of taghe yeares.

Item, my will is that if any of the goods or catetlthe rents of the mille or house or close be lef
besides theire maintenance, it is to be equallgddyamongst Joseph Berige, Jonas Berige and<Philli
Berige at the time she is or should accomplishatie of eighteene yeares.

Item, | doe apoynt and constitute Richard Clarka &ohn Haddon to be overseers of this my last will
and testament to be performed; my will is theylidtave two shillings six pence apeice.

William Berige VO  his marke

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Richard Clarke

John Haddon

Probatum fuit ... 5 November 1644 ... etc.

364. Edmund Cowley of Crick, 1645 (NR3 Book A F29)

[A rich yeoman and of extremely solid standingha tommunity, Edmund Cowley expects as a matter
of course to be buried within the body of the churc

His household is well furnished and equipped wahaus "mod-cons", as is clear from the detailed
part-inventory contained in the will itself. Ndtew he bequeathes glazed windows, doors, locks and
keys to a relative in neighbouring Yelvertoft — sutems were prized; moreover, such a bequestshelp
to explain the way in which doors and windows cdinid their way from one house to another — a state
of affairs which has doubtless puzzled many a wadouse-detective.

However, it leaves unanswered the question of hewvtdow Elizabeth was expected to continue

living in a house from which the glazed windows h&e&n removed, along with the doors and locks and
keys ...

From the handwriting in the will and the signattokowing it, it seems clear that Edmund Cowley's

will was written by the curate David Lawford — tlghuCowley's own signature is very similar, and of a
fluent and practised style, which tends to confiimown statement in the will, ie that he did agjoo

deal of writing and kept his papers in his greasth

March the ninth Anno Domini 1644e] calendar year 1645 In the name of God, amen. | Edmund
Cowley of Creek in the countie of Northampton, yaomsick in body but of a perfect memory (God be
thanked) doe make and ordaine this my last will @stament in manner and forme following, viz:
First | give and bequeath my soule into the hamde@dmightie God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the church of Creek afoydsa

And for my temporal estate, | dispose thereof devieth:

First | give unto the poore of Crick forty shiljg, to be payd them at the discretion of my executr
Item, | give unto Frances Lawford my kinswomangthpounds.

Item, | give unto my kinswoman Susanna Carvill dfrhiorton, widdowe, twentie shillings.

Item, | give unto my nephew John Cowley of Yelvério the county aforesaid, yeoman, these
particlers following, viz: In my hall, the tabl@é frame with the benches and charies, one great
candlestick, all my glasse windowes, with all dodwsks and keyes about my homested; in the
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parlour, the presse; in the chamber over the partbe garner, the kimnell, the cheeseboardes and
cheese racke; in the chamber over the hall, gmeefbbed with the tester, one matresse, one
featherbed, one good hilling, two blanketts, thisteo and pillowes to the same belonging, and two
paire of sheets; in the buttery, the [crinktho]es® two barrells, and the shelves in the butténythe
kitchen, the racks, the great spitt, my second plwethanging pan, the cheesepresse, the drippimg p
two cowles, (the malt mill in the stable), one patsn

Item, | give to the sayd John Cowley my youngestecof all.

Item, all my horse racks, lairs [ie stalls] and gars, and cowstands, with the loft of beans in the
stable, one cart and a ladder, the well-curb am¢tdtichaynes, and the trough by the well, and tige h
trough, hovell and hovell timber, and the landinethe parlour.

Item, | give unto the foresayd Frances Lawford mgst in the parlour where | layd my writings, and
one cowe.

All the rest of my goods cattells and chattells (@epts legacies and funerall expenses being
discharged), | do give unto my welbeloved wife Bheth Cowley, whom | make my full and sole
executrix of this my last will and testament, amdrevoke all former wills.

In witness whereof | the sayd Edmund Cowley havedn&o set to my hand and seale, the daye and
yeare first above written.

Edmund Cowlie

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us:

David Lawford, scr.

Thomas T Harbert his marke

Probatum fuit ... 2 October 1645 ... etc.

365. Josiah Robinson of Crick, 1646 (NR3 Book C F75)

[Here is another carpenter who appears to be aofnisome education.

Unfortunately for him, he also has five daughterd anly two sons (one of whom appears to be already
grown-up and married, and has already receivetuhiportion) — it is yet another instance of mainl
female offspring, which should be compared withesalother similar instances elsewhere in these
transcripts, as it seems that there are some digf@netic trends among this sample of wills.

It seems odd that he chose his third daughtereasrtb who should inherit the house and pay othall
others; was this because she was the clever@stthe most obedient? — or perhaps she was mémely t
least goodlooking, and therefore had the leastahahmarrying.

Once again in this will, although there is no agsed inventory, the will itself contains some Halp
details of the layout and furnishing of his litieuse. Some of the tiny details are among the most
revealing — for instance, the practice of hangirigaezy sheets around a child-bed during a woman's
labour.

We may well ask, what was meant to become of His imithe event that the property was sold off?]

In the name of God, amen. The eight and twenté#prill 1646, | Josiah Robinson of Crick in the
county of Northampton, carpenter, being at thisené of perfect health and of perfect memory, thank
be to God therefore, doe make and ordaine thig tmylast will and testament, in manner and forme
following, to wit:

First and principallie and above all things, | coemd my soule into the hands of Almighty God my
heavenly father who gave it, and my body to théhelaom whence it came.

And as for my earthly goods which God of his menayh lent me, | doe dispose of them as followeth:

| doe give dispose and devise unto Elizabeth Rolimsy third daughter, all that my messuage or
dwellinghouse wherein | doe nowe inhabit and dweith all their and every of their appurtenances in
Crick aforesaid, to have and to hold to her the Btizabeth Robinson and to her heires and assigne
for ever, provided allwaies and upon this condititwat shee the said Elizabeth Robinson or heeseir
or assignes shall pay or cause to be paid untcoome fother daughters Mary Robinson, Sara Robinson,
Anne Robinson and Hannah Robinson the full sumvefty pounds of currant English money (that is
to say) to each of theis foure last named five psumpeice, to be paid to them and to each of them
within two whole yeares next after my decease.

And if my said daughter Elizabeth shall refuse,leetgor deny the payment of the aforesaid summes of
five pounds a peice unto my other foure daughtien®said, or dislike of the receiving of this my
messuage for her portion and the payment of thisayas aforesaid, that then it is my will intentlan
true meaning, that this my messuage shall be saldtee price thereof divided equally amongst all
theis my five daughters before mentioned.
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And | doe by this my last will authorise my two Ing freinds Edward Watkin the elder of Watford in
the county of Northampton, yeoman, and Thomas WofiCrick in the county aforesaid,
husbandman, to sell the same, and doe absolutahtiggm full and free power to sell and convey the
said messuage to and for the advantage of thefevemgaughters aforesaid, as at theire owne diseret
they shall thinke or finde most requisite in th@wn iudgment.

| doe give unto my eldest daughter Mary Robinsopcobbord and on little coffer.

| doe give unto my second daughter Sara Robinsgriabie and frame and forme in the hall house, and
on chest in the chamber.

| doe give unto my third daughter Elizabeth Robimsmn joined bedsted.

| doe give unto theis my three eldest daughters, sheets that are used to hang about the bed at a
woman's child-bearing, and a faced cloth and thegskins and three pillowbeares.

And | doe desire my loving freinds Edward Watkirdarhomas Wright aforesaid to divide them
equally betwixt or amongst them.

| doe give unto my sonne Samuell Robinson, twebiecp.

| doe give unto my sonne John Robinson, five sighi

| doe give unto my two youngest daughters Anne Rai and Hannah Robinson, five shillings.

All the rest of my goods and chattells unbequeathgddebts being first paid, theis my legacies
performed and my funerall expenses dischargede Igie and bequeath unto my loving wife Susanna
Robinson, whom | doe make my full and whole execatdhis my present testament and last will.

In witness whereof | have hereunto putt my handseade the day and yeare first above written.
Josiah Robinson.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Edward Wright

Thomas Hayles

[NB: the foot of the will bears the terse addemduttarned over"; and the will then continues be t
other side of the parchment, with the following ersgment, from which we may infer that Josiah
Robinson died around the end of November 1650, gonreand a half years after making this will.]

Memorandum, that on the ninth day of December 18%0sayd Susanna Robinson did swear
according to forme, that this was the last wilhef husband Josiah Robinson (deceased), that dsigaw
true inventory of his goods, and that she would fiaydebtes and legacies so far as the lawe enjoyne
her.

David Lawford

Substitute canc.

368. Robert Dunckly of Crick, 1647 (NR3 Book C F239)

[A fairly wealthy yeoman (and one of the 10 Dungkieills from Crick in this series), who appears to
be farming a total of two yardlands of leasehold eented land, plus an unspecified additional gtyant
of freehold land — probably 100-120 acres in &le has a flock of at least 60 sheep of one kind or
another, plus at least 3 horses and several codvbuiocks. Once again, we have here a man with
only one son but four daughters — perhaps he mag Ihad other sons who have died, but this is yet
another family with a majority of surviving femadgildren.

There are many references to the Dunckleys of Citicthe foregoing entries in this series — inchggi
the wills of Robert Dunckley in 1558 and his sohd®unckley in 1586, who were probably both
operating the same farmstead that Robert Duncldsyitherited, and which he is now passing on to his
own son Francis. From the evidence of the eanliks, we know that the Dunckleys were closely
connected with the Masons and the Smiths, two dtimgr-established Crick families of the
Elizabethan period.]

In the name of God, amen. The two and twentiethaddarch 1646 [ie calendar year 1647], | Robert
Dunckly of Cricke in the county of Northampton, yesn, being at this present weak and sicke in
bodye but yet of a perfect disposing memory (thdek$o God therefore), doe make and ordaine this to
be my last will and testament.

First and principallie and above all things, | nexoend my soule into the hands of Almighty God my
heavenly father, and my body to the earth from whdahcame.

And as for my goods, | doe dispose of them as Valt:

| doe give unto Francis Dunckly my sonne, all mydes and tenements whatsoever, to him and to his
heires and assignes for ever.

Also | doe give unto him three horses, two graysherand the bay colt.
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Also | doe give him two cowes, the red heifer dmat talled [Plezie's?] cowe, and the bullock called
Clarkes bullock.

Also | doe give him forty sheep, viz twenty sheeg aventy lambes, and ten hoggerells and ten
sharrogs.

And also | doe give him all the hovell timber irethard that | now dwell in, and the new cart and a
plough and two harrowes and the furniture unto thetonging, and one paire of new carte [hilles?],
and harness for four horses for draught, and ccheat.

Also | give him that joined bedstead in the parJ@and a cover, one paire of blanketts and two paire
sheets, a woollbed, on bolster and two short p8laive table and frame in the hall house, a mault
qguerne, a little brasse pott, one little brasse pan

Also | doe give unto my foure daughters, viz., &tieth Dunckly, Abbigail Dunckly, Deborah Dunckly
and Margarett Dunckly, forty pounds a peece, tpdid to them at their severall ages of twenty amel o
yeares.

And if any or either of these my foure daughtemaligtappen to departe this life before she shall
accomplish her age of twenty and one yeares thigidréion shall grow due to herself to disposenay,
will is that the portion of any deceased shalbera@miayne to be equally divided amongst them that
shall bee there surviveing.

Also | doe give unto Francis Dunckly my son afoiésall the cropp of graine and hay of halfe the
yardland, and half of that which | rent of Mr Andreand all the cropp of my own free land now in my
own possession.

Also | doe give unto Edward Marson the son of Jo8fkarson, a hoggerell or seaven shillings in
money.

Also | doe give unto Robert Dunckly the son of nigther Richard Dunckly, a hoggerell or seaven
shillings in money.

Also | doe give unto the poore of Crick ten shiiin to be disposed unto them by my loveing freinds
Thomas Watson and Thomas Wright at their discretion

All the rest of my goods and chattells unbequeathdde give and bequeath unto Deborah Dunckly my
loveing wife, whom | doe hereby make my full andoléhexecutor of this my present testament and last
will.

In witness whereof | have hereunto put my handssade, the day and yeare above written.

The marke of N  Robert Dunckly

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Thomas Wright and

Josiah Marson

Probatum fuit ... 12 March 1649 [ie calendar ye&B(] ... etc.

376. Richard Clarke of Crick, 1649 (PROB 11/261)

[Another of the well-known Clarke family, well ebigshed in Braunston but with a smaller branch also
in Crick and another in Barby.

Though this husbandman is only farming a quartétaral — about 7 or 8 acres, which is insufficient
land to maintain a family but quite enough for &edy couple — it seems clear that most of his
children are adult and already possessed of incofrtheir own; son David and daughter Ann have
married and started families of their own, andehitest son John also seems (reading between #%) lin
to be out on his own in the world; indeed, it @sgible that John has already received a portiotihe
form of part of Richard Clarke's land, and thattRiel may have originally had a larger land-holding.
Richard Clarke therefore disposes his house anftdnisaining?) land to his unmarried son Thomas,
and bequeathes sufficient money to his unmarriediter Elizabeth to form a dowry, together with a
good-quality bed and some of its upholstery — tle@edime-worn traditional bequests to help an
unmarried girl to get herself a husband, and reszatie of the earlier wills in this series.

Richard Clarke seems to be a sober citizen; halsag of good hard-wearing broadcloth, but traeee
no signs of any luxury goods among his bequesesmbly perhaps be a Puritan, though his will betrays
no sign of the usual puritanical clauses ... oamez, it seems more likely that he is just a pliaing
farmer, with enough income to get by on, but litdeney to spare for mere ostentation and with no
need or desire to show off. He comes across ms@vbrthy man, of quiet self-confidence and
respectable humility.

Although this will was apparently prompted by adenl illness in August 1649, Richard Clarke did not
die until around Christmas 1656, some 7 years.lgBeipposing him to have been in his middle to late
50s when his will was drafted (estimated from theadelating to his grandchildren), he would
therefore have died in his early to middle sixties.
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In the Hearth Tax record of 1676 for Crick — 2@ngeafter this will was proved — one Edward Clagke
listed as living in a 3-hearth house (one of thdat§est houses in the village); and Edward Siedle
a 2-hearth house; these are probably both gralddehiof Richard Clarke.]

In the name of god amen. The twelveth day of Au@649, | Richard Clarke the elder of Cricke in the
county of Northampton, husbandman, being at thrésqmt weake and sicke in body but yett of perfect
disposing and memory, thankes be to God thereflme make and ordaine this to be my last will and
testament, in manner and forme followinge:

First and above all things | comend my Soule ih®handes of Almighty God my heavenlie father
whoe made it, And my bodie to the earth from whehcame.

And as for my worldlye goods, | doe dispose of threnfolloweth:

| doe give dispose and devise unto my sonne Th&@tage all that my messuage and tenement or
dwellinge house wherein | doe now inhabite and tlimeCricke, with all their and every of their
appurtenances; And alsoe my quarterne of founthgfane yardland in Cricke aforesaid, with akith
and everie of their appurtenances, unto the saihBls Clarke my sonne and to his heires and assignes
To have and to hold to the said Thomas Clarke myps@nd to his heirs and assignes for ever.
Provided alwaies with this condition, that he ta@srhomas Clarke my sonne shall pay and perform
all theise legacies hereafter mentioned and giyethdse presents.

| doe give unto Elizabeth Clarke my daughter, Twegrdundes of currant English money, to be paid to
Elizabeth Clarke my wife within one whole yeare nafter my decease, to be imployed to and for the
use and education of my daughter aforesaid.

| doe give unto David Clarke my sonne, Tenne posrmddike currant money as aforesaid, to be paid to
the said David Clarke my sonne within one wholerga®xt after my decease.

| doe give unto the twoe children of my sonne Davidrke, Five poundes a peece, to be paid unto the
said David Clarke my sonne for the use and educatidis said two children, within five yeares next
after my decease.

| doe give unto each of my daughter Ann Seale hiddren, tenn shillings a peece, to be paid to Bavi
Seale their father within one whole yeare nextraftg decease.

| doe give unto my eldest sonne John Clarke, my gedding, to be delivered unto him or his assignes
within two moneths next after my decease.

| doe give unto my daughter Ann Seal five shillings

| doe give unto my daughter Elizabeth one ioyneddined, that is made by a professional joiner or
carpenter] bedstead in the chamber over the beitinid one hilling coloured redd and yellow, and on
newe blankett.

| doe give unto my daughter Constance Clarke ttie @fimy sonne David, one hillinge couloured
black and yellow.

| doe give unto William Clarke my brother twenttalbngs.

| doe give unto my sonne David Clarke my suit atlots made of broad clothe.

All the rest and residue of my goods and chattailsequeathed, my debtes being first paid, these my
legacies performed and my bodye decentlie brougtite ground, | doe give and bequeath unto
Thomas Clarke my sonne aforesaid, whome | heretkemgy full and whole executor of this my
Testament and last will.

In witness whereof | have hereunto putt my handseade, the day and yeare first above written.
Richard Clarke his marke.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of Thomashtydghn Mawbie.

[NB: The following probate statement is the fiosie so far in this series of transcripts to hawnbe
copied out in English by the clerk, so the fullttexgiven as an example.]

This will was proved at London the second day ofuday in the yeare of our lord God one thousand six
hundred fiftie six (according to the computatiortleé Church of England)d calendar year 1637

before the Judge for probate and grantinge of aidimtions lawfully authorised, by the oath of

Thomas Clarke, the sonne and sole executor nantée iast will and testament of the said deceased,
To whom administration was comitted, he being fegially sworne well and truly to administer.

377. Edward Whitmell of Crick, 1650 (PROB 11/225)

[Another wealthy yeoman, whose estate must be weethin excess of £600, and perhaps over £800.
That he has built up his wealth by astute and dpperpurchases of land and property, is evidemh fro
the mention made of the house of William Mason Wwhie bought in 1648 after William Mason died;
and he has clearly put Edward Howlett into thisdeanly as a temporary tenant to bring in a little

Page 83



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

extra income, since Howlett is now summarily ejddisith a few shillings of handout from Whitmell's
bequest to the poor of the parish, which was perlgagen by Whitmell as conscience-money) to make
room for Whitmell's widow, so that his son Thomakiiiell can inherit the family home.

It will be interesting to compare the wills of theoup of wealthy yeomen who appear in this series
during the 1640s and 1650s, to evaluate whethee ke trend evident in the way in which they all
seem to have relatively suddently added to thetufees by acquisition of land and property; cahid
perhaps be linked in some way to the Civil War2 #e in fact withessing here the evidence of some
of the after-effects of possible conflicts and tisawithin these West Northamptonshire communities
during that same war?]

In the name of god amen. The nineteenth day otMar the yeare of our lord one thousand six
hundred fifty and one [ie calendar year 1650], Wacd Whitmell of Crick in the county of
Northampton, yeoman, being in health both of baaly minde, thanks be to God therefore, doe make
and ordayne my last will and testament in manndrfarm following.

First and above all things | doe bequeath my simtitethe hands of the lord my God who gave it, and
my body to the earth from whence it came, and emfoearthly goods, | dispose of them as followeth:
| give and bequeath unto my eldest daughter Eltradéhitmell the full and iust sum of two hundred
pounds of lawfull money of England, to be paid umo when shee shall accomplish the full age of
twenty yeares.

| give and bequeath unto my other daughter Samafuthand just sum of two hundred pounds of
lawfull money of England, to be paid unto her wiséee shall accomplish the full age of Twentie
yeares.

And my will is that if either of my daughters shialippen to departe this life before they shall
accomplish the age of Twenty yeares, that thesdinevor of them shall have and enioy both the
portions; And if they shall happen both to dep#his life before they doe accomplish the said Afe
Twentie yeares, Then my will is that my sonn Thoméstmell shall have and enioy both theyr
portions, to be paid to him or for his use wheshill so happen to be due.

And | give unto my sonn Thomas Whitmell, when hallsaccomplish the age of Twentie and one
yeares, half my lands and tenements which | havein@ccupation with the Land ready sowed with
good seed according to the custome of the place.

And also | give him three horses, one carte andw,@ Harrow with geares, and such necessaries to
them belonging as shall be worth in value the s@ifwentie pounds.

And also | give him mine bease hefors, fitt to leptkon the Common, and fortie sheep or forty pounds
to be paid to him ie Leiw of the said bease an@gbgwhich he shall then desire.

And also | give unto him half my household goods/eable and unmoveable.

And also | give unto the poore of Crick the suniasfie shillings, to be disposed at the discretidmy
executor; and my will is, that tenn shillings bétsame be given Edward Howlet.

And also | give unto my wellbeloved wife Eliza Wig¢ll, whom | make my full and whole executor of
this my last will and testament, the house wheEslward Howlett now dwells, with the plott of ground
belonging unto it, as purchased of William MasorCotk lately deceased, and as expressed in a deed
bearing date the first day of May in the yeare theeisand six hundred forty and eight, to her and he
heires and assignes for ever, for and towardsadlgmpnt and discharge of the portions and charges
herein expressed.

As also my will is, that if the heires [apparentPlassignes of William Mason doe pay the money due
upon the forementioned deed, then my wife doe riadmm a full Release from the aforesaid deed and
house and three quarters [ie quarterns?] of land.

And all the rest of my goods and chattells, my ¢tggabeing paid and my funerall expenses being
discharged, | give as aforesaid to my wife ElizaivdkeIll whom | have made my whole and full
executor of this my last will and Testament.

In witness whereof | have put to my hand and sehéeday and yeare first above written.

And also my will is that Edward Willton of Daintrend my brother in Law John Russell of Newnam be
overseers of this my last Will and Testament, t@mH give twentie shillings apeece.

Edward Witmell.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of us, Johg K marke, Thomas Watson.

This will above written was proved at WestminsteB.August 1653 ... etc.

379. John Garrett of Crick, 1650 (PROB 11/225)

[This nuncupative will is so extremely brief, thve¢ are left wondering at the circumstances thatded
it — especially since it appears to have beenr@&sbrded in writing only 38 months after the deseeh
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made it. Were the parties involved really so naifat they did not realise the need for properllega
documentation? This seems scarcely credible, gha&twe are asked to believe that John Garrett was
rich enough to call himself a yeoman, and therefwesumably had significant estate to dispose,twort
more than (say) £70-80 ...]

Memorandum that in the month of Aprill 1650, Johar@tt of Crick in the county of Northampton,
yeoman, did make his will in words: | doe givethlt | have unto my sonn Morris Garrett, in the
presence of us whose names are underwritten, ghd aaid time made the said Morris his executor of
his said will.

Witnesses Philip Smith, the marke of Robert Campiaurice Garrett, 17th June 1653.

Philip Smith and Robert Campion were sworen byngsaoe certify that the said John Garrett made the
will abovesaid; William Meade, Mawrice Miles.

This will was proved at Westminster ... 20 June3lL65etc.

390. Susanna Bucknell of Crick, 1655 (PROB 11/251)

[In the earlier will of John Bucknell of Crick (ib625 above), we note that some of his bequests wer
made to Susanna Bucknell's children Thomas, Willlerd Hester, and were phrased deliberately "so
that Susanna Bucknell mother of the said Thoma#iaiand Hester, nor any other by her consent,
meanes or procurement, goe not about to overttimanty said last will and testament”. The strong
suggestion that there was some long-term discattuirmthe family is borne out by the following waF
Susanna Bucknell, who, to judge by the respectatedof these two wills, is presumably the daughter
in law of old John Bucknell, suggesting that Jolsta perhaps married without his father’s consent.
In John Bucknell's will we noted, from several dwnd hints, that the family were very likely non-
puritan.]

In the name of god amen. | Susanna Bucknell oékCadias Crick in the county of Northampton,
widdow, being weak in body but of perfect memohartkes bee given to God, doe hereby constitute
ordeyne and make this my last will and testamentamner and forme following:

First | give my Soule to God my Creator and Redeearad my body to the earth from whence it came.
And for the setling of my worldy estate, | doe disp of it as followeth hereafter written.

First | give unto my eldest Sonne John Bucknek hillings.

Item, | give unto my Sonne William Bucknell, fivhikings.

Item, | give unto Edward Bucknell, if hee bee ligjrive shillings.

Item, | give unto my daughter Hester [Theed?], hdlings.

Item, | give deivise and bequeath unto my sonn RBlpcknell, and to his heires and assignes for,ever
all my Lands and Tenements whatsoever, situatadyand being in theTowne and feilds of Creeke
also Crick which | purchased and bought of my saloten Bucknell of Creeke aforesaid in the county
of Northampton, gentleman, at two several purchases

Moreover, it is my will that my Sonne Raiphe Buckshall pay, out [0f?] a yard land and half yard
land called Allens' Land, and out of the Cottag@ enement wherein Edward Chandler inhabiteth, his
yearly rent of Sixteen pounds unto my Sonne Thowknell during his naturall life.

And if the yard land and halfe yard land and cattafpresaid shall not be worth sixtenne pounds
yearly, Then my will is that my Sonne Ralph Bucksblall make it upp out of my goods and chattells.
Furthermore, it is my will that my Sonne Ralph Boek shall out of my goods and chattells save and
keep harmless and Indemnified my Sonne William Batkirom all Engagements that he is engaged
for in.

And lastly, all my goods and chattells, my debtd amerall expenses being discharged, | give unto m
aforesaid Sonne Ralphe Bucknell, whom | make ampaiap sole executor of this my last will and
testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the eleaventh day of Aprill in the yeare of
our Lord God, according to the account used in &mdjl one thousand six hundred fifty and five, 1655.
Signed, sealed and published in the presence ofésh@olte, Anne Thompson, the marke of Ann
[Wause?], the marke of Susanne Sharman.

This will was proved at London ... 6 August 165%tc.

399. John Dale of Crick, 1657 (PROB 11/281)

[This miller seems to be dying of sheer old age hids about 22 acres of land to leave, and also a
working windmill, said to be located out in "Crifikld". He has borrowed money on the windmill —

Page 85



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

possibly to fund the building or repair of it? -damow seeks to bequeath to his son and daughtker suc
that they have a chance to carry on the busindisspreference is clearly that his son should carry
operating the mill as well as working part of taad — and equally clearly, he suspects that hisiees
not wish to do this! — he therefore puts presspanthis son by the manner in which he shares the
estate between his son and daughter; for he kttmtv®ne quartern of land will not suffice for kisn

to make a living (12 acres was regarded as therharienum on which to raise a family).]

In the name of god amen. The seaven and twentaehof November one thousand six hundred fifty
and seaven, | John Dale of Crick in the county ofthampton, miller, being aged and weak in bodie
But yet of perfect disposing memory (thanks be ¢l @erefore) doe at this time make and ordaire thi
to be my testament, wherein is contained my lakt wimanner and forme following:

First and principallie, and above all things, | deeommend my soule into the hands of Almighty God
my heavenly father, who gave it mee; and my btalibe earth from whence it came;

And as for my earthly estate, | doe dispose of itadloweth:

| doe give dispose and devise unto my sonne Fr&ralis one quarterne of land in Crick aforesaid, of
my three quarterns of land aforesaid in Crick eéh&occupation of Thomas Hailes, one quarterne of
three quarternes to be divided; | doe give it unito and his heires for ever, to have and to hodd t
said quarterne or fourth part of one yardland, \lthheir and every of their appurtenances, to aimd
his heires for ever.

| doe also unto the said Francis Dale my sonnewimgmill in Crick feild aforesaid, with all theimal
every of their appurtenances and materials; pem/mlwaies, and upon this condition, that he tlie sa
Francis Dale shall pay three score pounds of mysdeb the said windmill unto my executor hereafter
named, within one whole yeare next after my degeBsg if my said sonne Francis Dale shall refuse o
deny to pay the said sum of three score poundsyafehts as aforesaid, | doe hereby dispose and
devise my said windmill unto my daughter Sara Daldye sould to pay the said debt of three score
pounds aforesaid.

| doe give dispose and devise unto my daughter Bal&, All that my Messuage or dwelling house in
Crick wherein | nowe dwell, with all their and eyef their appurtenances whatsoever, To have and to
hold to her the said Sara Dale my daughter an@itd&ires and Assignes for ever.

Allso | doe give unto her the said Sara Dale mygthéer, All that my two quarternes of land of three
quarternes of land aforesaid, to be allso divideldbe give unto her the said Sara Dale my daughter,
have and to hold unto her the said Sara Dale mgldat with all their and every of theire
appurtenances whatsoever, to her and to her teikassignes for ever.

| doe give unto John Dale my grandchild the sorfmeyosonne Francis Dale aforesaid, twentie
shillings.

All the rest and residue of all my lands, goods elmaktells unbequeathed, my debts being first paid,
these my legacies performed, and my bodie decbntiyght to the ground, | doe hereby give and
bequeath unto Sara Dale my daughter aforesaid, witima hereby make my full and whole executrix
of this my present testament and last will.

In witness whereof | have hereunto put my handssade, the daie and yeare above written.

John Dale his mark.

Sealed published and delivered in the presencéoiias Wright, Robert Wright, Samuel Cowlye.

This will was proved at London ... 25 June 1658tc.

408. John King of Crick, 1660 (N4 Book 10 F109)

[We have here a blacksmith, who has acquired laxdoaoperty by purchase from some of the long-
term resident families of Crick .

In the 1676 Hearth Tax survey for Crick, 16 yedtsrahis will was written, it appears that thelage

has not one but two smithies, for William GriffindaNicholas Kingston are each listed as living in a
taxed 1-hearth house with a separate 1-hearth fageent. There is no mention of any member @f th
King family in 1676. We deduce that Sarah Kinghably married — with her inheritance, even though
it was modest, she would still have been an ekgjldung woman — and that her husband was either
William Griffin or Nicholas Kingston.

The inventory of John King shows him to have beeorpdespite the fact that he had evidently had
enough money to purchase his land and house (&dethaps implies that John King was a recent
newcomer in the village, who had had to spend Vadable cash to purchase the house and land; and
this explanation would also account for the lackj@dds in his inventory, as the family would have
brought with them only the barest necessities) cddirse, the inventory does not assess the value of
either his house or his land, but only his goods @rattells.]
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January the thirtieth in the year of our Lord omeusand six hundred fifty and nine. In the name of
God, amen. | John King of Creek in the county oftNampton, blacksmyth, weak in body but of
perfect memory (God be praised) doe make and oeddnys my last will and testament as followeth.
First | commend my sule to God, and my body toghsh.

And for my worldly substance, | dispose thereofdieweth:

First | give and bequeath unto my wife, all that mgssuage cottage or tenement in Creek with the
appurtenances, purchased of Thomas Joanes (exgeytat thereof sold to William Sutton), together
with all my quartern of land, arrable, meadow aadtpre purchased of Joseph Dunckley in the feilds o
Creek aforesaid, untill that my daughter Sarahl sttalomplish her full age of one and twentie yeares
and then my said daughter Sarah shall have hole&ajog the one halfe of all these aforesaid prespise
with their and every of their appurtenances, umothe said Sarah my daughter and to her heithgto
only proper use and behoof of the said Sarah mgttauand of her heirs and assignes for ever.
Item, | give unto my said daughter Sarah and hies tige said other halfe of all the before mentibne
premises with their appurtenances, to have andltbthe same unto my said daughter Sarah and her
heyrs, to the only proper use and behoof of thé Sarah my daughter and of her heirs and assignes f
ever, to enter uppon the same at my wives decease.

Yet if my said daughter doe departe this life befeinee be one and twentie yeares old, it is my will
then that my wife shall have hold and enjoy alffiore mentioned premises with their appurtenances
during her naturall life.

Item, | give unto my daughter Sarah my cubboardpet in the parlour with all the furniture theremunt
belonging, together with my chest and trunck amdelpaire of sheetes, and halfe my brasse and
pewter, and four new napkins, yet my wife shallehthe use of them during her life.

Item, | give unto my daughter Sarah halfe my shaagd,our cow.

All the rest of my goods and cattells, my debtsatags and funerall expenses being dischargedel giv
unto my wife, and do make her executrix of thislast will and testament; and | revoke all former
wills.

In witness whereof | the said John King have hei@set my hand and seale, the day and year first
above written.

John IK  King his marke

In the presence of:

David Lawford

Thomas Barnes and

Thomas T Heward his marke

Probatum fuit ... 31 October 1663 ... etc.

[A brief inventory is included at the foot of thelhwwhich is fairly unusual as they are normally
contained on a separate sheet. The inventoryfislaws.]

An Inventory of John King's goods:

Imprimis, one cow and a hyffer ... £3-10s-0d
[temM, fIVE SNEEPE ... ————————— £1-10s-0d
Item, the pease and the COME ..........ooi o £1-13s-4d
[tem, the hay iN the DArNE@ .............ooi e 13s-4d
Item, in the hall one cuppert, one brasse pota2dw kettles,
3 pewter platters, one table, one chayre, and ati@ements .........cccccccevvvveeeeeennenieen, £1-0s-0d
Item, in the parlour, one bed, one coffer, 0Ne DAX.......ocovveeeeiiiiiiiii e, 10s-0d
Item, in the chamber over the hall, one bed andlingd one coffer,
one linnen wheel and one woollen wheele, 2 tubbs,payle ...........ccooociiiiiiiiiiic e, 10s-0d
Item, in the chamber over the shoppe, two arksita@prne in, and other lumber ................-68s
Item, one coverlid, two blanketts, one paire ofethe2 napkins ...........ccccvvviiiiiieiiiinnenene 10s-0d
[tem, NiS QPPAITEIL ... ettt et e e e e e e e e e e e e b e e e eeeees 10s-0d
Item, two lands of wheat and the tillage ..o 10s-0d
SUIM ettt ettt e skt e ekt e e s e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e s £10-19s-2d

[NB: the above total is correctly added up.]

Hearth Taxes
Levied from 19 May 1662 until 1689. Provide indioa of the size of each house assessed at
the time. Exempt from payment were those in réadipoor relief, those inhabiting houses
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worth less than 20s per annum and not paying peaisis, schools. AlImshouses etc., and
industrial hearths except smiths' forges and bakeens. Tax, paid by the occupier, was 2s
on each hearth, collected in 2 instalments at @y and Michaelmas. The most informative
returns, many of which have been published, wetwdmn 1662-6 and 1669-74. The 1674
Hearth tax return, in particular, will be repeayediferred to in these transcripts, as a source of
comparative information on those mentioned in tiksw

413. Frances Dunckley of Crick, 1663 (N4 Book 6 F143)

[Another member of the prolific Dunckley family @frick, whose records will be studied in detail ...]

In the name of God, amen. The foure and twentashof Aprill 1663, | Francis Dunckley of Creeke in
the county of Northampton, spinster, being at phesent sicke in bodye but yet of perfect disposing
memory (thankes be to God therefore) doe make edel/pe this to be my last will and testament, in
manner and forme following.

First and principallie and above all thinges, lamenend my soule to Allmighty God who gave it, and
my body to the earth from whence it came.

And as for my worldly goodes which God of his mehath lent mee, | doe dispose of them as
followeth:

| doe give and bequeath unto Robert Dunckly my geshbrother, the sume of eleaven pounds of
currant English money, to bee paid to him withie evhole yeare next after my decease.

| doe give unto Elizabeth Dunckly my youngest sidtee sum of eleaven pounds of currant money as
aforesaid, to bee paid to her within one whole gewxt after my decease.

| doe give unto my brother Edward Dunckly, the saftwentie shillings of currant money as aforesaid,
to bee paid to him within one whole yeare afterdagease.

| doe also give unto my brother Edward Duncklythige children, tenn shillings apeice, to bee paid
the said Edward Dunckly my brother for the use la@defitt of his three children within one whole
yeare next after my decease.

| doe give unto my brother in lawe Thomas Herbeartty shillings of currant money as aforesaid, to
bee paid to him within one whole yeare next aftgrdacease.

| doe also give unto my brother in law Thomas Herhis foure children, tenn shillings apeice, tebe
paid to the said Thomas Herbert my brother in lamtfie use and benefitt of his foure children withn
one whole yeare next after my decease.

| doe give unto my brother in law Abraham Densliaiéas Devonshire) twenty shillings of currant
money as aforesaid, to bee paid to him within ohelevyeare next after my decease.

| doe also give unto the aforesaid Abraham Denghgdoure children, tenn shillings apeice, to bee
paid to the said Abraham Denshire for the use amefiit of his foure children within one whole year
next after my decease.

And also | doe give unto my sister Elizabeth Dugakly hilling or coverlett and a pair of blanketts,

be delivered to her immediately after my decease.

All the rest and residue of my goodes and chattellsequeathed, | doe give and bequeath unto Daniell
Dunckly my brother, whom | doe make whole execuwfahis my present testament and last will.

In wittnes whereof | have hereunto sett my hanel ddy and yeare first above written.

The marke of O  Frances Dunckly

Signed and published in the presence of:

Thomas Wright

Richard O  Dunckly his marke

Probatum fuit ... 16 March 1665 [ie calendar yeg8€] ... etc.

415. Jonas Watts of Crick, 1663 (N4 Book I X F11)

[Here again in this will, we see the early trackgasbose legal language in relation to the transfe
property and goods. The sudden verbose legal atyldanguage may be compared with the earlier
wills of William Hollis of Ashby Ledgers and Johratke of Braunston]

In the name of God amen, the eighteenth day of Dbeein the year of our Lord God one thousand six
hundred sixty and three, | Jonas [Watts of Criagkthe county of Northampton, yeoman, being at this
present in perfect health and memory thanks beotht@erefore do by the.. [torn] ordain and declare
this to be my last will and testament in manner fanch following, that is to say,
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First and principally [torn section] commend my kimto the hands of Almighty God my heavenly
father who gave it me and my body to the earth framence it came.

As for my lands and goods which God of his meray @nt me, |1 do hereby devise and dispose of
them as followeth.

| do give and [torn] to Robert Watts my eldest aod heir apparent all my messuage or tenement and
farm house situate in Crick aforesaid........ dveajether with all my houses yards, orchards &lgas
and closes and all other the profits and appurtsato the said messuage [belonging] in the town of
Crick aforesaid.

And also all that two part of two yardland of ambieadow common and pasturage with the
appurtenances ....dly in the common fields of Crafhresaid as they are already divided and now
belongeth to my said messuage or tenement (excephotwithstanding reserving to Anne my now
wife her estate in the premises for her life toéhaud to hold all my said messuage or tenemem, far
house, two parts of two yard land and all othertemises hereby meant and mentioned to be
bequeathed with all their and every their appumera (except before excepted) unto the said Robert
Watts, his heirs and assignees, to the only propeiand behoof of the said Robert Watts and his hei
and assignees forever,

Also | do give unto John Watts my second son, thne ef five shillings of current [English money]
Also | do give unto Thomas Watts my third son thenf five shillings of like current money as
aforesaid.

And whereas | the aforesaid Jonas Watts did puecbb3ohn Bucknell of Crick aforesaid, gent.,lia t
names of Richard Cleevely of Weeden Beck in the saunty of Northampton, yeoman, & Thomas
Wright of Crick aforesaid and their heirs all thakree quarterns of one yardland, arable meadow,
common and pasture with the appurtenances lyirgialthe fields of Crick aforesaid being the one
half of one yard land and a half called Motts yandl and a half [torn] of me the said Jonas Wattls an
Anne my now wife for an increase of her jointure &md during our natural lives and to the longeeri
of us and after our deceases, then to the use tiergaid Jonas Watts and of my heirs and assignees
forever by indenture tripartite bearing date thetsday of June in the tenth year of Charles made
between the said John Bucknell of the one partlh@&daid Richard Cleevely and Thomas Wright of the
second part and me the said Jonas Watts of thieghit, relation ........ had it, doth and may appe

And further whereas | the said Jonas Watts and Amye&vife have consented and agreed to settle the
[torn] quarterns of one yardland upon our youndeldeen and their heirs and to cut of the estatthef
said Anne in the said quarterns of land have joimitd others to acknowledge and levy a fine in East
term in the two and twentieth year of our Lord Gesand by a transcript thereof in my custody thdo
and may plainly appear the intent thereof beingrnable me to give and dispose of the said three
quarterns of one yardland to my younger childresh their heirs.

And therefore | do hereby devise bequeath and monfinto my youngest son Richard Watts aforesaid
two quarterns of land (or two part) of the threarerns of one yardland with their and every ofrthe
appurtenances before mentioned, | do give it umcstid Richard Watts my son and to his heirs and
assignees forever.

| do give dispose and devise unto my youngest daugtnne Watts one quartern of land (or the third
part) of the three quarterns of one yardland wittirtand every of their appurtenances before
mentioned. | do give it unto my youngest daugtene Watts and to her heirs and assignees,
Provided always and with this condition and it ig will intent and true meaning, that if my eldeshs
Robert Watts ....... really pay unto my youngesigifder Anne Watts or her assignees the full sum of
threescore pounds of current English money atJtorrage twenty and one years or at her day of
marriage, which shall first happen to come, Thethiarsuch case my said son Robert Watts..... have
the inheritance of the said one quartern of lantl gfathe three quarterns given unto my daughtemeAn
Watts with a proviso and [torn] ...... heirs andigsees forever.

Also it is my will that Anne my wife shall have dle use, benefit, and profits of the said quartern
yardland given to my youngest son Richard Wattstarmdy youngest daughter Anne Watts and all
commodities and profits with all their and [torn] the appurtenances growing or arising theredpon
three years next after my decease.

Also | give unto my daughter Alice Gilbert the wifé Robert Gilbert of Barby the sum of five
shillings.

Also | do give unto my daughter Dorothy Herbert Wié of John Herbert of Crick the sum of five
shillings.

Also | give unto Anne Watts my youngest daughterftil sum of threescore pounds of current English
money to be paid to the said Anne Watts my youndasghter when she shall accomplish her full age
of twenty and one years or at her day of marriadéch shall first happen to come.

All the rest and residue of all my goods, cattld ehattels unbequeathed my debts being first paid a
all these legacies performed and my body decentlydht to the ground, | do give and bequeath unto
Anne Watts my well beloved wife whom | do herebykenand ordain to be my full and whole Executor
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of this my present testament and last will. In wéts whereof | have hereunto put my hand and seal th
day and year above written.

Signed and published in the presence of

Jonas Watts

.... Wright

..... Gilbert

..... Harbert

Probatio fuit 11 April 1674 ... etc.

418. John Watson of Crick, 1664 (N4 Book 6 F309)

[This is clearly the will of a young man, not losgpce married to one Sarah Ryton. Although so
young, he leaves an inventory valued at £120-19s48dl a half yardland (about 15 acres), which
implies that he is doing rather better than theaye husbandman, and suggests that his father Bhoma
Watson might be a man of modest substance. Howtheel674 Hearth Tax return for Crick lists
Thomas Watson as living in only a small 1-hearthdgo...]

The [ninth?] day of Apriell 1664. | John WatsonQick in the county of Northampton, husbandman,
doe make and ordaine this my last will and testarnmemanner and forme following. Having comited
my soule and all that is mine to my gracieous Gudl rercifull redeemer, | dispose of my goods as
followeth:

First | bequeath unto my welbeloved wife Sarratitadse goods that was her owne before mariage, and
also sixteene pounds of that mony which her undléam Righton gave her by will, and now in the
hands of the trustees, and also four pounds tlmt Smallbon oweth me.

But if my wife shall refuse to exept [ie accept]ibthen | return all my goods to my father to palyat

| owe him.

Item, | freely give and bequeath unto my father he Watson, all my right title claime or demand of
all and every part and parcell of my house | noveltlim, with all that half yardland that my fathgave
me at my mariage, to have and to hold to him aadaéirs for ever.

All the rest of my goods and chattles, my debtad@iaid and funerall expenses discharged, | give to
my loving father, whom | make my whole and soaleasor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereof | have sett too my hand ances¢laé day and yeare first above written.

John Marriott M his marke

Sealed and delifered in the presence of us:

William Boyse

William Watson

Probatum fuit ... 15 December 1664 ... etc.
Invent. extendit ad ... £120-19s-8d.

424. William Abbott of Crick, 1665 (N4 Book 6 Fla)

[Of the 4 Abbott family wills in this series, thist is from Onley dated 1597, the second is froantsy
dated 1618, this third will is from Crick dated6B; and the final one is from Kilsby dated 1688is |
conceivable that they may be all from the samelfgnthat they were obliged to leave Onley when it
was enclosed and deserted around 1600-1610, anithélyassubsequently struggled to find a place
anywhere else and were moved on at regular interval

In terms of occupations, these 4 testators wepentively a husbandman of middle income, a well to
do husbandman, a husbandman and a shepherd.dddssot fit precisely with the above conjecture —
the later wills certainly seem to show a slidedrtdne, which might be consistent with the family
having lost their land to an engrosser. The goestihether these 4 wills are really those of alsing
family therefore remains unresolved.]

In the name of God, amen. The fifth day of Octal@85 according to the computation of the Church
of England, | William Abbot of Crick in the countf Northampton, husbandman, being of perfect
memory (praysed be God) doe make and ordain thistywill and testament in manner and forme
following:

Imprimis, | bequeath my soule into the hands of i§lmy God my creator, hoping that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ hySmviour and Redeemer to recive free pardon and
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forgivenes of all my sinns; and as for body, tdobeied with christian buryal at the discretionnay
executors hereafter mentioned.

Item, | give to my brother Abraham £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to my brother Edward £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to my sister Mary £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to my sister Anne £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to my sister Elizabeth her childrer@t0d

Item, | give to Edward Cowly £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to John Cowly £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to Elizabeth Cowly £2-0s-0d

Item, | give to my brother Richard [..at?] his chén, to each of them five shillings a peece.
Item, | give all the rest of my estate and goodsyosonn, and of this my last will and testament |
constitute and appoint John Cowly and John Kilwdadth of Creek in Northamptonshire my executors.

[NB: the will is unsigned and unwitnessed. Presbiynthe testator either made another draft which
was signed, of died before he could sign this dopy.

Probatum fuit ... 16 November 1665 ... etc.

General Note:

Burial in Wool Acts, 1667, 1678

Intended to support the wool trade, these actstethdloat corpses should be buried in wool.
The 1678 Act said that "no corpse of any persongpthose who shall die of the plague),
shall be buried in any shirt, shift, sheet or shrouanything whatsoever, made or mingled
with flax, hemp, silk, hair, gold or silver, or amy stuff or thing other than what is made of
sheep's wool only ...". A relative of the deceasead required to swear an affidavit (recorded
in the registers), within 8 days of the event, thatvoollen burial* had taken place, or else a
fine of £5 was levied not only on the estate ofdheeased, but on anyone concerned with the
burial. These Acts were repealed in 1814, but tied/by then fallen into disuse.

426. Edward Winnard of Crick, 1667 (PROB 11/324)

[Another interesting will, this gives much datatbe population of Crick at the time. Itis also
interesting in that it is the will of an old manwéalth and property, who is living out his old agéh

his son who is Rector of Crick. We can compars will with that of Richard Thorpe of Barby in

1663, which clearly mentions that the puritan SeepRowler was "minister of Crick " — and since
Fowler's will appears in 1694 below, it follows th@wler may have continued to act as an
Independent minister in Crick after the Great Ejemt of Puritans from the church in 1662. Thigyma
be a valuable piece of evidence in reconstructiegetvolving story of the church in this group of &/e
Northamptonshire villages.

As for Edward Winnard, he has substantial propeitieColchester and elsewhere, and also has close
connections both in the heart of London and in laater, both in terms of business interests and
through family members resident in those place® ivier that he must have been involved in business
of some kind. Note his donation of £10 to the ileling of St Sepulchre’s church in London — clealy
reference to the rebuilding of London after thedbiféire in 1666.]

January the thirtieth Ann Dom 1666 [ie calendary&67]. In the name of god amen. | Edward
Winnard of Creek in the county of Northampton, ¢ggmian, sick in body but of a perfect memory (God
be thanked) doe make and ordaine this my lastanil testament in manner and forme following,
namely:

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddraighty God my only maker and redeemer, And
my body to be buried in the Chancell in Creek afai@, At the instruction of my executor.

Item, | give unto the re-edifying and building df Sepulchre's Church in London the sume of tenn
pounds of currant English money, to be paid tocthechwardens then being if the worke be finished
within foure yeares next after my decease; oth@rwist be not built within the said space of feur
yeares Then | doe give the said tenn pounds tpdbee of the said parish.

Item, | give unto my three grandchildren (viz) Bleth Mary and Hannah Saunders the children of my
daughter Anne Saunders, to every one of them fartynds apeece, to be paid them within one yeare
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and a halfe after my decease. And | intreat myedvir Thomas Winnard of Creek aforesaid And my
sonne in Law Paul Weekes living in St John's Séréendon, scrivener, to see that the said legdaes
carefully paid unto my said three grandchildrerz&ieth Mary and Hannah, and to see that it doe not
come into their father-in-law's hands.

Item, | give unto the said Paul Weekes the sumhbidf shillings for his pains.

Item, | give unto my two grandchildren Anne and WBaussitt the daughters of my daughter Mary
Faussitt the sume of twenty pounds apeece, toideupgo them within a yeare and a halfe next after
my decease. And | intreat my said sonne Mr Thovdasard and Edward Fawcett of Islington their
uncle to see that the said legacies be carefuityyoato them the said Anne and Mary Fawssett feir th
benefitt.

Item, | give unto Thomas Porter my sonne in lawa @nDaniell Faussitt brother of the said Edward
Faussitt, to each of them two Thomas and Danledl sume of thirty shillings apeece to buy them each
aring.

Item, | give three yards of black cloth to lye ugbe beare at Creeke aforesaid, to remain in the
Churchwardens' hands for the use of the said parish

Item, | give unto the poore of Creeke aforesaidsiimae of five pounds, to be distributed among thém
the discretion of my executor and the churchwaraéizreek aforesaid.

Item, | give unto John Winnard my nephew and ThowWwawsard my nephew of Creek aforesaid, to
each of them five pounds apeece, to be paid uetn thithin a yeare and a halfe after my decease.
Item, | give unto my brother William Winnard of Bdsley in the county of Lancaster, the sum of five
pounds, which he is to receive of one Alexander WWard, and twenty shillings more of him in
November next, the which said twenty shillings thawize my said brother to pay and give unto my
sister Jane Waren.

Item, | give unto Mistress Ash who lives with mydgsaonne Thomas Winnard, and to our maid
Elizabeth, to each of them ten shillings apeead ta Eusaby the man five shillings. Likewise to
William Adkins and Benny Clarke of Creeke aforesdive shillings apeece.

Item, | give unto my foresaid sonne Thomas Winrafr@reek aforesaid, All my lands messuages and
tenements with their and every of their appurteraryging and being in Colchester in the county of
Essex, To have and to hold the same unto the daithds Winnard and his heires to the only proper
use and behoof of the said Thomas Winnard andsdfi¢ires and assigns for ever.

All the rest of my goods catells and chattells upteathed, my debts legacies and funerall expenses
being discharged, | give unto my said sonne ThoMamard Rector of Creek aforesaid, whom | make
my full and sole executor of this my last will arstament. And | revoke all former wills.

Witness my hand and seale, the day and yearebste written.

Memorandum that before the publication hereof ihiswill that my said executor shall not be lyatile
pay any of the aforesaid legacies before the enldreé yeares after the date hereof, unless itaappe
that he hath received and recoevered the same af¢lditors.

Edward Winnard.

Sealed delivered and published in the presence,dfnightley Harrison, David Lawford.

Probatium fuit ... 1 June 1667

430. John Sumner of Crick, 1667 (N4 Book 7 F112)

In the name of God, amen. The 23rd day of Apimethe yeare of Christ 1667, | John Sumner of Crick
in the countie of Northampton doe make and ordtirsemy last will and testament in form following,
having comitted my soule and all | have to my gnagi God and redeemer and my body to the earth, my
worldly goods as followeth:

Item, | give and bequeath unto my wife Sarrah tesk | now dwell in for and during her naturak]if
and after her decease to my daughter Mary Summktoamer heires and assignes for ever, To have and
to hold the said house with all profits comoditie®l appurtenances thereunto belonging, to herand h
heires and assignes for ever.

And also | give unto my wife Sarah all my goods ahdtles for her [use?] while she liveth, and after
her decease to my daughter Mary to dispose ofrgtlbasure.

And also give and bequeath unto my sonn John Suameeshilling, to be paid him within one wholl
yeare after my decease.

All the rest of my goods and chattells | give to wglbeloved wife Sarah Sumner, whom | make and
ordaine my wholl and sole executrix of this my lagt and testament.

In witnes whereof | have set to my hand and se¢ladeday and yeare first above written.

John Sumner

Sealed and delivered to the use of my executrikérpresence of:
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Thomas Watson
Elizabeth Watson

Probatum fuit ... 29 July 1673 ... etc.

431. Francis Parker of Crick, 1667 (N4 Book 8 F221)

[Itis interesting to note that the will of GeorBarker of Braunston appears later in this sene$6D2 —
for George Parker is also a shepherd. These arently 2 Parker wills in this series of transcriptsan
it be coincidence, or are they related? The lattems very likely.]

In the name of God, amen. The third day of Mathyeare of our lord God one thousand six hundred
sixty and seaven, 1667. | Francis Parker of Ciitkhe county of Northampton, sheapherd, being
weake of body but of perfect memory, praised be Bodt, do make and ordaine this my last will and
testament in maner and forme following, viz.:

First and chiefly | bequeath my soule into the remndf Allmighty God my creator, trusting in him to
have remission of my sinns and to enjoy life eatitey; and my body to be buried in Christian bilrya
at the discretion of my executor; and as for myldig goods, | bequeath as followeth:

Item, | do give unto my brother William Parkers fewchildren, each of them one ewe hoggrill, that is
to say, William Parker one, John Parker one, AbraRarker one, Anne Parker one; and likewise | do
give unto kinseman Francis Line one ewe hoggrill.

Item, my will is that the five pounds that is owgito my from my kinseman William Parker of West
Haddon, is, that my brother William Parker shaNé# to paye the rent due to Thomas [Kierk?] for t
last year's rent.

Item, | do give unto the child, the issue of my @swody, the sum of twenty pounds, to be paid to it
when it comes to the age of fourteene yeares ntyi will that if the child shall die before it cemto
the age of fourteene yeares, then it is my wilt tha portion shall be divided between my wife amy
brother William Parker's foure children, my wifenteound and my brother's children fifty shillings
apeece.

All the rest of my goods and chattells unbequeattdsmigive unto my wife Alice Parker, whom | do
make my whole and sole executrix of this my ladt and testament.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my handsaadke, the day and yeare above written.

The marke of Francis Parker.

Sealed, signed and published by the testator iprigence of:

Robert Wright

The marke of V  John Cox

The marke of O John Draper

443. Thomas Boyse of Crick, 1670 (N3 Book J F161)

[This will is short, sharp and to the point. Tlkstator was clearly a man who did not waste word.
even neglects to give any direction for the busfahis body, which is virtually unique in this wieol
series of transcripts.

From the handwriting of the will and the witnessamatures, it seems likely that this will was tedf
by Thomas Watson, who was one of the two witnesses.

Although the testator does not mention his wiféigstian name in the body of the will, the probgbet
confirms that probate was granted jointly to M@B@yse and William Boyse, who are obviously the
wife and eldest son as appointed in the body ofiilie

Thomas evidently lived on for a further 11 yeawsiging by his probate date of May 1682, his wife
Maria outliving him as noted above from the proluzails.]

The 17th day of November 1670. | Thomas Boyserafkdn the county of Northampton,
husbandman, doe make and ordaine this my lasandltestament in manner and forme following.
Having bequeathed my soule and all that is deaneetinto the hand of the Lord, | dispose of my
worldly goods as followeth:

Firstly | bequeath unto my three duaghters, Annaryvand Elizabeth, the full sum of ten pounds
apeece, and | give to my youngest son Thomas Bdt{esene pounds, all which legacies to be paid to
them and eche of them when they shall accomplistatfe of one and twenty yeares; and if any of
them shall depart this life before they shall acplish the age aforesaid, that then there portion or
portions shall be equally devided amongst the rest.
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And my will is that my loving brothers William antbhn Boyse shall be overseers of this my last will
and testament.

All the rest of my goods and catls and chatles fumgrall expenses being discharged, | give to my
well-beloved wife and my eldest son William Boys#om | joyntly make my wholl and soale
executors of this my last will and testament.

In witnes whereof | have put too my hand and sehkday and yeare first above written.

Thomas Boyse L  his marke

In the presence of:

John P Perkins his marke

Thomas Watson

Probatum fuit ... 23 May 1682 ... etc.

446. ThomasWright of Crick, 1671 (N3 Book F F108)

[From the disposition of Thomas Wright's 2 namesbek of pasture, it seems probable that he has
purchased one of them from John Kilworth (eg peshgibvorth had had to mortgage his close to pay
off his immediate debts following a bad harvest anbsequently failed to keep up the interest d@wrg
leading to foreclosure of the mortgage; etc).

It is clear that Thomas Wright is a yeoman of saibsg, with 2 yardlands (which are apparently made
up of 1.5 yardlands copyhold {heyne} plus half adfand of Hall land that he or his forebears prdpab
purchased as freehold when the manorial tenureel@ased by the crown; though there might also be
some leasehold land), plus two houses and enclsstdres. In total this probably amounts to
something like 65-70 acres. It is obvious that\éghts have been engrossing, probably building up
their land by acquiring small parcels of land frpporer neighbours who went into debt. There is no
mention of ownership of any other land outsidegagsh of Crick ...]

In the name of God, amen. | Thomas Wright of Ceeiekthe county of Northampton, yeoman, being at
this present in perfect health and memory, thablket® God therefore, doe this seaventeenth day of
June in the yeare of our Lord God one thousantiwndred seaventy and one, make and ordaine this to
be my last will and testament in manner and foroli@wing.

First and principallie and above all things, | @a@enmend my soule into the hands of Allmighty God
my heavenly father who gave it mee, and my bodhécearth from whence it came.

And as for my earthly estate and gods which Gad®mercy hath lent mee, | doe dispose of them as
followeth:

| doe give dispose and devise unto my eldest skaneund Wright, all that my messuage tenement and
farme house in Creeke aforesaid wherein | doe minatiite and dwell, and also all that closse of
pasture adioyning thereunto, and also all thatselag pasture adioyning unto John Killworth; afid a
that my one yardland and half a yardland of hegne llying dispersedly in the common feilds of
Creeke with all their and every of their appurteares whatsoever, to have and to hold to him tree sai
Edmund Wright my sonne and to his heires and assitpr ever.

| doe give unto my youngest sonne Thomas Wrighthat my messuage tenement and farme house in
Creeke aforesaid, and all that closse of pastemetimto adioyning and belonging, wherein Robert
Wright my brother doth now inhabite and dwell, waththeir and every of their appurtenances
whatsoever, to have and to hold to him and hissbeand assignes for ever.

And also | doe give unto Thomas Wright my sonneexfaid, all that my half a yardland of Hall land
lying dispersedly in the common feilds of Creekeragaid, nowe in mine own possession, with allrthei
and every of their appurtenances, to have andltbtbdiim and to his heires and assignes for ever,
Provided allwaies and with this condicion, that tee said Thomas Wright my sonne or his assignes
shall really and truly paie unto and performe ladides legacyes hereafter in this my will expressed.

| doe give unto Arthur Wright my second sonne,ftiilesumme of threescore pounds of currant English
money, to be paid to him thus: twenty pounds ae/éar three yeares together next after my decease.
| doe give unto Arthur Wright my brother of Collimge, five pounds of like currant money as
aforesaid, to bee paid also by my sonne Thomashiaifpresaid within one whole yeare next after my
decease.

| doe give unto Robert Wright my brother, fourtyllétgs, to bee paid also by my sonne Thomas
Wright aforesaid within one whole yeare next aftgr decease.

But if my brother Robert Wright or my sonne Edmidght shall not immediately after my decease
quietly permitt and suffer my sonne Thomas Wrighhis assignes to enter upon this my house and
land before bequeathed and given unto him, thismity will that my sonne Thomas Wright aforesaid
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shall pay but tenn shillings apeice unto my twatleo Arthur Wright and Robert Wright for their
legacies, and no more.

All the rest of my goodes and chattells unbequeahthgy debts being first paid and legacies performed
and my funerall expenses discharged, | doe give BEdinund Wright my sonne aforesaid, whom | doe
make my full and whole executor of this my predestament and last will, and | doe utterly revoake
and make voyd all and every other former will hefete had made or named.

In witness whereof | have hereunto putt my handseade, the day and yeare above written.

Thomas Wright

Signed sealed and declared in the presence of:

George Boulton

Thomas T Mawson his marke

448. John Tarry of Crick, 1671 (N3 Book D F167)

[Notes:

1. The writing in this will is especially difficult tdecipher — some parts are totally indecipherable.
2. This is the first mention in this series of theneicrofter”.

There are also some valuable hints regarding theesaf Crick 's common fields and specific sections
of the fields. Millfield, in particular, clearlyefates to the field in which stood the mill refettte in the
earlier wills of William Beridge (1644) and JohnIB&1657). It is perhaps just feasible that theese
two mills — in which case, that of William Beridgeuld probably have been located in the village
(since a house and close was associated with it} Wiat of John Dale can be definitely identifizsl
standing in Millfield, as mentioned here in Johnrya will. The existence of a location called Hlig
Leas in Millfield, probably indicates that Millfidllay on the higher ground to the north and/or efst
the village.

Although John Tarry styles himself "crofter”, weoskd not misunderstand the term to imply that he
was a poor man with only a bare croft of land ®rame; indeed, the situation seems quite the
opposite, since Tarry disposes of £60 in cash, plususes and backsides and at least 30 acresdof la
in small separate parcels, most of which he hasstleertainly acquired by buying-out odds of land
from poorer men who were forced to sell up in ortdgpay their debts. In today's terminology, itulb
probably be more appropriate to describe him ale-rent landlord.

This situation is in fact extremely useful, for thél gives us a hint as to some of those men iiciCr
who had recently fallen on hard times — notablyiB&larke, Joseph Dunckley, Renold Watts,
Thomas Warwick, Thomas Mawby, Richard Clarke, fralirof whom Tarry had recently bought small
parcels of land. Checking this list of names agfaine 1674 Hearth Tax return, we find that thevabo
mentioned Richard Clarke and Thomas Mawby were paough to be living in untaxed houses, whilst
David Clarke, Joseph Dunckley, Renold Watts andiid®Warwick are not listed anywhere
(suggesting that they had either had to leave ittegyg altogether or else taken up lodging with a
neighbour — in either event, this tends to confineir status as "poor").

We can therefore state with some confidence that Jarry was an opportunist who bought up parcels
of land during a period of widespread debt, propabthe wake of one or more successive bad
harvests. This being the case, it seems veryylikeit he would have previously lent money to these
various poor men, when they were forced into majitytheir homes and land, and that he then
foreclosed on the mortgages when they ran intdiéuntlebt and could not manage the interest
payments.

We also see, from the postscript following his sitine, that he had acquired a little land and pigpe
in West Haddon, presumably by similar means. dnselikely that this postscript was added after the
will was written — probate was not granted untilgiist 1676, so he evidently lived for 5 more years
after writing this will.

Interestingly, the Hearth Tax of 1674 lists sigrafiitly more untaxed houses in Crick than in ahgiot
of the neighbouring villages (the proportion ofawed houses is 40%, over 5% higher than for any
other village in this sample). This tends to swjdleat the process of fragmentation of land-hasin
may have gone further in Crick than elsewheremdutiie preceding 2 generations.]

In the name of God, amen. | John Tarry of Crickh@ county of Northampton, croftir, doe ordainis th
my last will and testament.

First | bequeath my soule into the hands of Almygbd my creator and unto Jesus Christ my only
redeemer for salvation by his blood and merittsniee. Secondly | give my body to be buried in the
church yard of Crick aforesaid.

Item, | give unto my eldest sonn Samuell Tarry,lweence.
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Secondly | give unto my daughter Hannah, that daghouse purchased of [David?] Clarke, with the
backside, and sixtie pounds of lawfull English mgnaithin one yeare after my decease.

Thirdly | give unto my second sonn John Tarreytlat message [ie messuage] with the close and
backsied and the two bayes of barne, purchasedhégthouse aioyning [ie adjoining] to that which |
gave to my daughter Hannah, and two [leads?] of gtalind with two sheeps' common lien uppon a
plot called Hie Leas in the feild of Crick calledIMeld, with that quartern of one yardland purcea

of Jhoseph Dunckle of Crick with all the rites b&ding unto itt, and to enter one itt at my deceasd,
hee shall plow manure soe and harrow, mow, and m@ihke....] when all the crop or crops groing on
the sayd two half quarterns .............oooeemee oo

............................................. arahdl in ....... field with one sheep common belogginto itin .......
....................... in consideration of ..... ....... land.

Fourthly | give unto my young sonn Allexander Tarrell that house backside with what belonges unto
itt, with that plott of ground which | bought of Reld Watts of Crick, and the house [that?] was
purchased of Thomas [Worik?] of Cricke; and | aidege him two half quarterns of land, one purchased
of Thomas Mauby of Cricke with all that belongsauiit, and the other half quartern of land with the
appurtenances of Richard Clarke of Cricke, andibemter at his mother's decease Elizabeth Tarrey.
And it is my will that my beloved wife Elizabeth fray shall hold all that [house?] and two half
quarterns of land with what belongs unto them, iyl the terms of her naturall life, and thereaft
unto my sonn Alexander as above given.

And all the rest of my goodes and cattell undissdosdoe ordaine my welbeloved wife Elizabeth
Tarrey my sole executrix of this my last will arebtament; and | appoynt Samuell Tarrey my sonne
and William Medbourne oversears of this my last.wil

To the truth of which, | have heareunto putt mycdand seale the sixt day of August 1671.

Item, | give unto Samuell Bosworth my brother iwéa all that cottage house and backside with all th
belongs unto itt in the towne and fields of Westtian, with a cowe common and lett of furrs [ie tigh
to gather furze on the common land] purchased lof &ZZlarke of [Molton?] with the deeds and [fine?].
| give him this in full satisfaction of sums of n®npaid by his mother and Unckle [Kester?] Bosworth
of Bifeild by will.

John Tarrey

Probatum fuit ... 25 August 1676 ... etc.

General Note:

"April 19th 1672. War being proclaimed and beguaiagt Holland, many soldiers are being
pressed in town and country. Today thirty-three passed by our village on their way to
London, to fight the Dutch, and ten armed men, éiared foot, were assigned as their escort.
One of the escort was Abraham, the brother of Edwaegeman. When they arrived near
Brixworth they rested on the grass and had dinnewdht from the town, bread and cheese
with plenty of strong ale. They are being kept afrayn towns as far as possible, in case they

desert up narrow alleys or lurk in hiding."
[Source:The Diary of Thomas Isham of Lampdranslated by N. Marlow, originally written 167B-]

456. William Watkins of Crick, 1674AD (N3 Book V, F158)

[This will is extremely fragmentary — so much dwgttonly the cover and part of a reversed-written
blotted continuation sheet are remaining in themcand these are so jumbled that scarcely a wamd
be deciphered. Of the salient detalils, it is giesio make out (from the cover-sheet and by mirror
reading the blotted sheet) only the following texjt

Creek, county Northampton, 1696/7
Wm Watkins testatorius defuncto

... onto the ... pasture ground ... over the dwghibuse and ... appurtenances standing in theadever
And | doe give and bequeathe unto ... to bee patial L.

And | doe give and bequeathe unto ... the sumnfigeopounds of lafull money ... her age of one and
twenty yeares ... whom | make the ... of this ngf l&ill and testament ... and | utterly revoke. all
heretofore made. Lastly | give ... daughter ofbmyther John Killworth ... his house. In witness
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whereof | have hereunto sett my hand and seatethe five and twentieth yeare of the ... Chattes
second, by the grace of ... France and Irelanendiefr of the ...

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

John Killworth

Robert Killworth

Abraham Lee

[From the above fragments, we can deduce thawifisvas first drafted in the 25th year of Charlés

ie 1674; and that it was not proven until 1696a{ is, at some time between the calendar dates 1
January and 5 April 1697). But even such a bragment tells us something — for instance, the name
of his brother in law John Killworth, and hence hie's maiden name; his wife is prob dead, simee
makes his daughter his executor; he had both [aogherty and hard cash; he earned his living from
the land rather than by trade; and he probablyahpaling daughter who would have been aged say 5-
15in 1674, and hence about 28-38 years old byinethe will was finally proved. The 1674 hearth
Tax return for Crick lists William Watkin as livinin a taxed 1-hearth house, which agrees with this
interpretation.]

460. William Hinton of Crick, 1676 (N3 Book F F150)

In the name of God, amen. The fifteenth day otidayn 1675 [ie calendar year 1676], | William Hinton
of Crick in the county of Northampton, sheapering of good and perfect memory and remembrance,
praised be God, doe make and ordaine this my lilstwd testament in manner and forme following,
viz.:

First | bequeath my soule into the hands of AllnygBod my creator, hopeing that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ fysaviour and redeemer to receive free pardon for
my sins; and as for my body, | committ to the ledmdm whence it was taken, to be buried in chaisti
buriall; and as for my worldly goods, | do giveddmequeath as followeth:

Item, | do give unto my cousin Joseph Hinton the g1 20s, to be paid unto him within one yearerafte
my decease.

Item, | do give unto my cousin Beniamin Hinton gwm of 20s, to be paid unto him within one yeare
after my decease.

Item, | do give unto my cousin Elizabeth Bullodke tsum of 5s, to be paid unto her within one yeare
after my decease.

Item, | do give unto my cousin Elizabeth Hall, wem of 20s, to be paid unto her within one yeater af
my decease.

Item, | do give unto my sister Elizabeth Drapotolsre children, the sum of 20s apeece, to be paid t
them within one yeare after my decease.

All the rest of my money, goods chattells and myd® | do give and bequeath unto my brother
Richard Hinton, whom | do make my whole and solecertor of this my last will and testament.

The marke of X  William Hinton

Sealed signed and published by the testator ipragence of:

Robert Wright scr

John Smalebone M his mark

Probatum fuit ... 8 March 1680/81 [ie calendar yE&81] ... etc.

468. Richard M akepeace of Crick, 1676 (N3 Book D F205)

[There is further evidence in this will of engraxgi and it is seen that a half yardland in Barbg wa
bought from Thomas Smyth, probably at some timénduthe 1660s.

Richard Makepeace is unable to sign his own waéhd since he is a clergyman, we are forced to
deduce that he could read and write — so the amiglasion must be, that he was too ill to do mbent
scrawl his initial beside his name. This doesssam at first sight to be the will of a man guitigdhe
injunctions of Lewis Bayly in "The Practice of Bigtfor otherwise he would surely have made hig wil
whilst still in good health. However, it may beatlhe was suddenly struck down very suddenly and at
a relatively young age, before the thought of mgkirwill had become a priority for him — and this
assumption tends to be supported by the fact ibairbbate was granted on 17th November, a mere 8
days after this will was written.
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Note that he leaves small bequests to the childiéime former rector Thomas Winnard.

The 1674 Hearth Tax survey does not mention Richaklepeace as living anywhere in Crick .
However, "Mr Wynard" is listed as living in an 8drth house — and in view of Richard Makepeace's
bequest to the Winnard children in this will, ieses very probable that Makepeace was lodging in
Thomas Winnard's house.]

In the name of God, amen. The ninth day of Novenib&6, | Richard Makepeace of Crick in the
county of Northampton, rector, being sicke in bbdy of perfect memory praised be God, do make and
ordaine this my last will and testament in manmet orme following, viz That is to say:

First and cheifly | bequeath my soule into the loflallmighty God my maker, trusting in him to lkeav
a full pardon of all my sins and after this lifednioy life everlasting; and as for my body, | ¢oitt to

the earth from whence it was taken; and as fowwrtdly goods which God hath lent mee, | bequeath
as followeth:

Imprimis | give unto my brother Thomas Makepeacehal§ yard land lying in Barbey field, which my
father purchased of one Thomas Smyth of Barbey;lwhow is in the occupation of one Richard
Rowliedg.

Item, | do give unto my brother John Makepeace ogge and four pound in money, to be payd to him
within one yeare after my decease.

Item, | do give unto my sister Sarah Clerk the siifen pound, to be payd to her within one yeateraf
my decease.

Item, | do give unto my sister Jane Makepeace the af ten pound, to be payd to her within one yeare
after my decease.

Item, | do give unto John Winnard, Ann Winnard &flidabeth Smyth, tenn shillings a peece.

All the rest of my money and goods unbequeathaxldide unto my brother Thomas Makepeace,
whom | do make my whole and sole executor of thydamst will and testament.

The marke of M Richard Makepeace

Sealed signed and published by the testator iprsence of:

Robert Wright

The marke of X Alice Atkins

Probatum fuit ... 17 November 1676

471. Bartholomew Floyd of Crick, 1677 (N3 Book E F19)

[This will makes no remark about the testator'sjvaccommodation; however, the 1674 Hearth Tax
comes to our rescue, with a listing of "Bartle Fdue obviously the same man — living in a 1-hearth
taxed house. From this, and the fact that hesleepherd, and hence with no land under the plough,
gather that his home is probably a copyhold cottagth a small attached close of land, owned by the
Lords of the Manor.]

In the name of God, amen. The nine and twentiathod December 1677, | Bartholomew Floyd of
Crick in the county of Northampton, sheaperd, g&ifiperfect memory thanks be to God for it, do
make and ordaine this my last will in manner amnféollowing, viz.:

First and cheifly | bequeath my soule into the laoflAlimighty God my creator, trusting in him to
have a full pardon of all my sins and to enjoy 8feerlasting, and my body | committ to the eartmnfr
whence it was taken and to be buried in decent eramnmy executrix. And all my worldly goods
which God hath lent me, | do dispose as followeth:

Imprimis | do give unto my sister Mabell Hayles iy worldly goods which God hath lent me, all my
bills bonds mortgages and money whatsoever, mysdehihg payd and my body decently brought to
the ground, | do give unto her, whom | make my werenhd sole executrix of this my last will and
testament.

The marke of P Bartholomew Floyd

Sealed signed and published in the presence of:

Robert Wright

John Killworth

473. Edward Sale of Crick, 1678 (N3 Book K F140)

[This will gives an extremely detailed descriptiofithe buildings of Edward Sale. And from the fact
that there is stated to be a well in the yard ¢é'Sdarmstead, plus the knowledge that John Adaass

Page 98



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

his next-door neighbour, plus the fact that Edw&atk is listed as living in a 2-hearth house and Mr
Adams in a 6-hearth house according to the 1674thl@ax survey, it might be possible to identifysth
group of properties on a map of the village.

Itis also clear that Sale has been active in lmuyimmore land as the opportunity presented. The
additional quartern of land that he bought fromwligow of Thomas Clerke yeoman was evidently
purchased before 1674, since the 1674 Hearth Taxshne Widow Clerke living in a small untaxed
1-hearth cottage; and this in turn suggests tieptirchase of the quartern of land was probably
achieved by foreclosure of a mortgage, and thalatieeThomas Clerke had run into debt due to the
small size of his land-holding (in this context tlitle "yeoman" is probably a euphemistic courtesy
This repeats a pattern already observed in segdrat examples in Crick and Barby during the 1670s
The date and month are left blank in this will, dnére is no probate date visible on the documitris;
therefore arbitrarily assigned to mid-June 1678.]

In the name of God, amen. The day of in the yeare of the raigne of our soveraigne
Lord Charles the second by the grace of God ofd@myScotland France and Ireland king, defender of
the faith etc., and in the yeare of our Lord oreutiand six hundred seaventy and eight, | EdwarteSea
of Crick in the county of Northampton, yeoman,nge weake and crasie in body but of sound and
perfect memory (God be praised therefore), and kmp¥he uncertainty of this life and being desirous
to settle things in order, doe make this my laditavid testament in manner and forme following {iba
to say):

First and principallie | comend my soule to Almigidéod my creator, believeing and assuredlie
trustinge to be saved by the alone meritts of negdtd Saviour and Redeemer Jesus Christ; And my
body | comitt to the earth to be decently intemath Christian buriall at the discretion of my exérix
hereafter named.

And as touching such worldly goods and estate@&dind in his mercy hath lent me, my will and
meaning is, that the same shall be imployed antbivesl as is hereafter by this my will expressed.
And first | doe give and bequeath unto my daughtare Sale and to her heires for ever after thehdeat
and decease of Anne my lovinge wife; Two baydsuiltling which belonge to and are part of the
messuage or tenement where | now inhabit and dstaelhdinge and being within the towne of Crick
aforesaid, which said two bayes of building stanthe yard and ajoyne to the said messuage or
tenement on the backside thereof, and one BayedB#ine which belongeth to the said messuage or
tenement and which standeth next to the dwellingaai one John Adams of Crick aforesaid, and
which said barne by common estimation is reputdektéowre bayes of building, Together with the
moytie or half part of the yard belonging to therakaid messuage or tenement, (that is to saylf a ha
part of the said yard on which the said two baydsudding doe stand on, together with free libesty
ingresse egresse and regresse for the said Anaarfyadaughter her heires and assignes, from time to
time and at all times hereafter, unto the welha yard of the said messuage or tenement, to doaw u
and carry away all such water as to them shalldselfull.

Item, | doe give devise and bequeath unto my saidjkter Anne and to her heires for ever, all that
guarterne or fourth part of one yard land of amabkadow and pasture ground with the appurtenances,
lying and being within the feildes and precinctoick aforesaid, all which said premises | lately
bought and purchased of and from one Thomas Ctdrkeick aforesaid, yeoman deceased,;
Nevertheless upon this condition, that my daughtere shall well and truly pay or cause to be paid
unto my sonn Richard Sale the summe of tenn poahdsrrent English money within two yeares next
after my decease, if the said Richard shall be liverg.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my sonn John Saldabhis heires for ever, from and after the death
and decease of my said loving wife Anne, all thaeopart of the said messuage or tenement and
premises before mentioned with the appurtenancgsthier with the other three Bayes and Barninge
and the other half part of the yard before mentioniéh the appurtenances thereunto belonging, upon
condition that my said sonn John Sale shall well tanly pay or cause to be paid unto my sonn James
Sale the summ of ten pounds of current English mevithin two yeares next after my decease, if the
said James shall be then living; but if defaultlshe made of payment of the said summ of tenn
pounds last mentioned at the time aforesaid, conteethe intent and meaning hereof, That thend do
give and devise the same unto my sonn James dnd heires for ever. And for want of issue lawfully
begotten either on the body of the said John Salames Sale, then to the use and behoof of the rig
heires of him the said Edward Sale for ever, anibite other use intent or purpose whatsoever.

And lastly my will and meaning is, that my lovingfegAnne shall have hold and enjoy the aforesaid
messuage or tenement and premises and every papaacell thereof with [each and every of] the
appurtenances, for and dureing the terme of heralatife.

All the rest of my goods chattells and cattle htwade goods and implements of household stuffe, my
debts being paid and my funerall expenses discHatgioe give and bequeath unto my said daughter
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Anne, whom | make full and sole executrix of thig last will and testament, revoking and annulling
all former wills and testaments by me heretoforelena

In witness whereof | have hereunto put my handsaade, the day and year first above written.
Edward Seale

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

XXX XXXXXX

Xxx xxxxxx [illegible]

475. John Beale of Crick, 1679 (N3 Book E F104)

[Another miller's will, in which we gain a little ane information about the cottage that was assetiat
with the windmill in the common fields of CrickBy comparing this will with the earlier millers of
Crick (William Berridge, 1644, and John Dale, IB5ve see that the mill has changed hands at
intervals of 13 and 22 years respectively.

This will also states that John Beale was workhegmill together with his kinsman Thomas Beale,
who now inherits both the mill and the associatetiagie in the village. Since he is named as a
kinsman, we infer that Thomas Beale is not a sajobfi Beale, though he is clearly some years
younger than John Beale; it therefore seems rik@dy lthat he is a nephew.

Referring to the 1674 Hearth Tax, we find mentiéfiTlhomas Balies" in a taxed 1-hearth house, and
of "John Balye" in a second 1-hearth taxed holud®ese are probably the same men as referred to in
this will.]

In the name of God, amen. | John Beale of Creekld county of Northampton, milner [ie miller],
being weakly in body but of sound and perfect mgnpoaised bee Almighty God, doe make ordaine
and appoynt this my last will and testament of thatldly estate which God heth lent mee, in manner
following:

First | doe give and devise unto my kinsman ThoBwale of Creeke aforesaid, milner, and to his
heires and assignes, all that my cottage housecek@ aforesaid wherein | now dwell, with the yard
and backside and all appurtenances whatsoevethm&aid cottage belonging; And also all that my
Wind mill and ground and soyle whereon it standsituate standing and being within the parish and
fields of Creeke aforesaid, and all materials sginid appurtenances to the said Wind Mill and gitoun
and soyle or to either of them beelonging or ageirtg, To hold the said cottage house yard and
backside and the said Wind Mill and the ground sayle whereon it standeth, with their and every of
their rights members and appurtenances unto hinsaitykinsman Thomas Beale and to his heires and
assignes for ever; Provided alwayes and uporetpsesse condition, And it is my full intent witha
meaneing, That the said Thomas Beale his heirasutoes or assignes shall well and truly pay or eaus
to bee paid unto my welbeloved wife Elizabeth Bélaieannuity or summe of five pounds of lawfull
money, yeerely and every yeare for and dureinduthéearme of her naturall life; the same to lagdp

her quarterly upon the fourse severall quarter slity¢he yeare, namely the five and twentith daye o
March, the four and twentith daye of June, the 1ainé twentith day of September and the one and
twentith daye of December, by equall portions,fifet payment to bee made upon the next quarter day
after my decease.

And further my full will intent and meaning touchithe foresaid premisses is this, That if the said
Thomas Beale my kinsman his heires or assignesyoofathem doe or shall at any tyme hereafter
refuse or neglect to pay unto her my said wifedfieth Beale the foresaid annuity or yearely sumime o
five pounds or any part thereof upon the dayes licmthe same ought ot be paid according to the
meaning of this my will, Then and in such caseéd tereby give and devise unto her my said wife
Elizabeth Beale my said cottage house yard andsidelkand my said Wind Mill and the ground and
soyle with their and every of their appurtenancgsahd dureing the full tearme of her naturall, life

after any default of payment of the said annuity brexde.

And alsoe | doe will and appoynt that my said vitifeeabeth shall att all tymes after my decease
dureing her widowhood have and enjoy to her ownthisgarlour roome in my said cottage and liberty
of ingresse and egresse into all and every of thusénand roomes in my said cottage for her conmenie
use and occasions, and likewise free use of angdimld goods about the house for her necessary use.
And also all manner of firewood and fewell at glhes, as well in sickness as in health, fitt and
convenient according to her age and calling, togregided and allowed her dureing her widowhood,
at the sole cost and charges of the said Thomads Bessheires executors or assignes.

Also | doe give and bequeath unto her my said wifeabeth Beale, two chests and two boxes now
beeing in the parlour chamber, with all the clothed linnens now beeing in them, and likewise my
best coverlid and feather bed and all other furaifiiting for one bed, and also one brasse pett th
lesser, and one kettle or cauldron, and alsoe alfectf all my pewter.
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Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my kinswomargabthe wife of John Gavell, five shillings, and
to her two sonne John and Samuell, to each of thenshillings apeece.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my kinsmen ®WfiliBeale and James Beale, five shillings apeece.
Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my kinswomarablketh Bagworth, tenne shillings.

Further my full will and intent is, that my saidfe/iElizabeth Beale shall have and enjoy to her ose
dureing her widowhood, one halfe of the applesgmadse yearely ariseing and groweing in the
orchyard and halfe the garden, and commoditiesejgroweing therein.

And all the rest of my moveable goods catells disaéand personall estate quicke and dead of what
kind soever unbequeathed, | doe hereby give anddaig unto my foresaid kinsman Thomas Beale,
whom | make ordaine and appoynt the full and sgézetor of this my last will and testament, for
payment of my legacies and discharge of my funesgdenses which | desire should be performed in
decent manner. And | utterly reclayme and revdkianer wills by mee made.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the nynth day of January in the thirtieth
yeere of the raigne of our soveraigne Lord ChaHesSecond, by the grace of God king of England
Scotland France and Ireland, defender of the &ith anno domini 1678 [ie calendar year 1679].
John Beale X his mark

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

John Watts

Isaac Dickens X his mark

Abraham Lee

Probatum fuit ... 22 April 1679 ... etc.

479. John Bayley of Crick, 1680 (N3 Book H F70)

[Judging by the handwriting and the signaturesite will, the drafting was done by John Butlin who
also witnessed it. The quaint spelling, the lat&my soul dedication or other religious prefadhs,
various insertions and crossings-out, and many @hers of style, all indicate that this documesats
penned by a man who was not accustomed to draftiifgy— he is probably the husband of Elizabeth
Butlin, who was probably related to John Baylieugjo she is not actually specified as such.

Bayley appears to have owned 4 quarterns of lagdia2terns of which he seems to have been renting
out to others; he appears to have been livindhenrtcome of this rent plus what food he could grow
for himself on the remaining 2 quarterns.]

October the 26th 1680. | John Baylee of Crickthim county of Northampton, husbandman, doe make
and ordaine this my last will and testament in nesirand forme following, having comited all that is
deare to me to the lord, | dispose my worldly goasl$olloweth:

First | give Robert Robinson my cosen one quartefriand with all profits comodities and
appurtenances thereunto belonging, to his hearasinds for ever.

| give unto my sister Jane Robinson the rent oh#léyardland for 2 yeares, and the house that she
liveth in (and close) for her life; and after liecease | give it to her son Robert Robinson fer.ev

| give the rent of my half yardland to ElizabethtBufor 2 yeares, and | give the rent of my half
yardland to Presillia Robinson for 2 yeares

And | give one quartern of land to my sister ElsibRushalls sons Thomas Rushall and Job Rushall,
to be equally devided for Thomas Rushall's lifej after to his second son Simon Rushall for ear, f
my sister Elizabeth Rushall her too sons ThomasJlabdare to pay her fifty shillings apeice wherythe
have the land.

| give to my sister Elinor Baylie ten shillings, be paid to her.

| give unto Presillia Butlin a litel pot.

I make my cosen Robert Robinson my executor ofrtlyidast will and testament.

John Baylie X  his marke

In witnes whereto of | have set to my hand andesebé day and yeare above written, in the presents
of:

Robert Robinson

John Butlin

Willliam Browning

480. John Cowley of Crick, 1680 (N3 Book F F169)
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[John Cowley evidently recovered from the illnedsicl prompted this will, since his probate is dated
August 1685.]

November the 20, Anno Dom 1680. In the name of,Goten. | John Cowley of Creeke in the county
of Northampton, yeoman, sicke in body but of a gerinemory (God be thanked) doe make and
ordaine this my last will and testament in manmet form following.

First | give and bequeath my soule into the hariddraighty God my only maker and redeemer, and
my body to be buried in the church yard of Credkeesaid.

And as for my worldly goods, as followeth:

Imprimis | doe give to my wife Dorothy Cowley thedrstead in the parlour with the furniture
belonging to it, and the table and frame whichithie same room.

Item, the cubbard which is in the hall.

Item, one porridge pot and one posnet*, and orle.ket

Item, a flagon and four of the best pewter platters

Item, all the sheets and cloaths that are in thd?f coffer, and the little coffer in the parlour.

Item, the warming pan, and one barrel, and two, tabd one paile, and one paire of blankets and the
bed coverlet, and half a dozen of chussons [ieionsh

Item, two [cowes?].

Item, | doe give to my sonne John Cowley the surafithirty pounds of lawfull English money, to be
paid to him two yeares after my decease; andikidse God to take him away before the money be
due, | doe leave it to the use and benefit of Bisshwhether son or daughter, that shall be tivéamg|,
provided they give a sufficient discharge to thearor whome he likes of [ie they must give praof t
the executor of their identity and parentage].

Item, | doe give to my daughter Elizabeth Robinsoa shilling, and to her son John Robinson the best
sheep in my flock.

Item, to my grandchild John Cowley, one good sheep.

Item, | doe give all the rest of my goods catell @hattells unto my son and heir Edmund Cowley (my
debts being paid, legacies and funeral expenceg lischarged), whome | doe make my whole and
sole executor of this my last will and testament.

In witness whereunto | set my hand and seale, dlgeadd yeare above written.

John Cowley + his marke

Sealed signed and confirmed by the testator iptesence of:

Francis Bromwich

Nehemiah Robinson

William Watson

[Posnet — much the same as a skillet.]

Probatum fuit ... 16 August 1685 ... etc.

485. Francis Dunckley of Crick, 1681 (N3 Book L F108)

[This detailed and precise will, of a prosperousmgan coming from an old and established Crick
family, gives details both of his descendants andihcestors, along with a number of useful naroes f
parts of the land in Crick 's demesne and comnelddi— namely, Hall Land and Heyne Land and
Plowman's Ground. He appears to own a full yadieamd 3/8 of a yardland (ie a total of about 40
acres), made up of 4 separate quarterns of Heyna, laquartern of Hall Land and a half-quartern of
Plowman's Ground. A half-yardland of this Heynedlavas inherited from his father, who had
previously bought it from another Dunckley relativehilst the other quartern of Heyne Land and half-
qguartern of Plowman's Ground was also inheritethfhis father, who had bought it from Thomas
Cowley (are these 2 further examples of engrosimg® his quartern of Hall Land and the fourth
guartern of Heyne Land may perhaps be his own (oolp®) land, since they evidently belong with his
dwelling-house, close and backside, but yet he doemention either of them as being inherited from
his father.

In addition to his land, he bequeathes £200 in tasls sons and daughters — this is clearly ativeal
yeoman, with a total estate probably worth more $©400.]

In the name of God, amen. | Francis Dunckley afeBe in the county of Northampton, yeoman, being
weake in body but of sound and perfect memory ¢pdhbe Allmighty God), doe for the disposeing and
settling of that worldly estate which God hath lerge, According to my desire, make and appoynt this
my last will and testament thereof in manner follogy
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First | doe give and devise unto my eldest sonnegeRdunckley and to his heires, All that my
messuage and dwelling house and the close andibatksthe same adioyning and belonging with
appurtenances, and likewise All that one quartefreeyardland of arrable meadow and pasture with
th'appurtenances called or known by the name ofitiieLand; and also All that one quarterne of a
yardland of arrable meadow and pasture with th'e#ppances called or known by the name of Heyne
Land; all which said devised premisses are stansiiituate lying and beeing within the towne and
fields of Creeke aforesaid, And now in the joyntafeny welbeloved wife Elizabeth Dunckley, To

have and to hold the said messuage or dwellingeholese and backshire and the said halfe yard land
of Hall Land and Heyne Land and all and singularpghofitts commodities members and appurtenances
whatsoever unto them and every of them belonginig any wise appertaining, from and after the
decease of my said wife Elizabeth, Unto him my saidne Robert Dunckley for and dureing his
naturall life. And att and after his decease, Tteeand for the heires of the body of him my saidre
Robert Dunckley lawfully begotten and to bee begjuttAnd for want of such issue, Then to and for
the only use and behoofe of my second sonne Ediandkley, for and dureing his naturall life; And
from and after his decease, Then to and for thpegrose and behoofe of the heires of the bodyrof hi
my said sonne Edward Dunckley lawfully begotten sambee begotten; And for want of such issue,
Then to the use and behoofe of the right heirdsrofmy said sonne Edward Dunckley for ever;
Provided alwayes nevertheles and upon this expoesdition, And it is my full will and meaning,

That hee my said sonne Robert Dunckley or the s@fdis body doe and shall well and truly pay out
of and for and in respect of the foresaid messdagdling house close halfe yardland and premisses
the sum of fourty pounds of lawfull money unto nmptyoungest daughters namely Alice Dunckley
and Sarah Dunckley, to each of them twenty poupédsee att or within the space of three yeeres next
after the decease of my said wife Elizabeth; AkeWise that hee my said sonne Edward Dunckley
and his heires doe and shall in like manner pag ot said two daughters Alice Dunckley and Sarah
Dunckley the summe of fourty pounds to each of tienty pounds apeece att or within the space of
three yeeres next after my wives decease, forranespect of the foresaid messuage lands and
premisses in case hee the said Edward or his tekiedsbee possessed thereof. And further it is my
will that if any of my children be visited with $iness or otherwise want houseroom or succour, being
unmarried, that then in such case they shall hadesajoy convenient houseroom in the said messuage
for their necessity.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my said sonweaEtiDunckley the summe of threescore pounds of
lawfull money, to bee paid him by mine executordadter named.

Item, | doe give and devise unto my third sonnen&isaDunckley and to his heires, All that one halfe
yard land of arrable meadow and pasture with thisggpances lyeing and being within the fields of
Creeke aforesaid, commonly called Heyne Land, bleargtofore the inheritance of Robert Dunckley
my father, deceased, and by him purchased of amd Joseph Dunckley, to have and to hold the said
halfe yard land called Heyne Land and all profittsnodities advantages and appurtenances whatsoever
thereunto belonging or in any wise appertainingtodnim my said sonne Francis Dunckley and to his
heires and assignes, to his and their proper usée@ehoofe for ever; Provided alwayes and soe as
upon condition, that my said sonne Francis Dunchlay his heires doe and shall pay out of the said
halfe yard land unto my two youngest daughters mawiéce Dunckley and Sarah Dunckley the
summe of twenty pounds to each of them ten poupdsce when they shall accomplish their severall
ages of one and twenty yeeres. And | doe alsoajidebequeath unto my said sonne Francis Dunckley
the summe of twenty pounds, to bee paid him in mameyoods by mine executrix.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my fourth saloie Dunckley and his heires, All that one quartern
of land or fourth part of a yardland of arrable a®a and pasture ground with th‘appurtenances lyeing
in the fields of Crick aforesaid commonly calledyide Land, and also all the moity or one halfe
quartern of a yardland of arrable meadow and padyeing in the fields of Creeke aforesaid commonly
called or known by the name of Plowman's Groundclvivere formerly the inheritance of my said
father Robert Dunckley, beeing by him purchasednaf from Thomas Cowley, To have and to hold the
said quarterne of a yard land called Heyne Landth@daid moitie or halfe quarterne of a yardland
called Plowman's Ground and all and singular thbtsimembers profitts and appurtenances
whatsoever unto them and either of them beelonging any wise appertaining, unto him my said
sonne John Dunckley his heires and assignes, &nkisheir only proper use and beehoofe for ever;
Provided alwayes and upon condition, that hee ridyssanne John Dunckley and his heires doe and
shall pay out of the said lands and premisses mgtowo said daughters namely Alice Dunckley and
Sarah Dunckley the summe of twenty pounds of ldwfaney, to each of them tenn pounds apeece
when they shall accomplish their severall agesnefand twenty yeeres. And | doe further give and
bequeath unto my said sonne John Dunckley the sumhtmesnty pounds, to bee paid him in money or
goods by mine executrix.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my daughteaiéth Dunckley the summe of one hundred pounds
of lawfull money, to bee paid her by mine executrihin one yeere after my decease.
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Item, | doe give unto my daughter Mary the wifeJohn Wright five shillings, to be paid by mine
executrix.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my two foredaigghters Alice Dunckley and Sarah Dunckley
tenne shillings apeece, to bee paid them by miretgrix.

And if either of my daughters Alice or Sarah shipart this life before their portions out of thed
become due, the part of the dead shall remainebfay@ mine executrix.

And all the rest of my moveable goods cattells iefiastand personall estate of all kinds whatsoever
unbequeathed, | doe hereby give unto my welbeleoviézlElizabeth Dunckley, whom | make ordaine
and appoynt the sole and full executrix of thislast will and testament. And | revoke all formelsv
be mee made.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsasadke, the fifteenthe day of October in the three
and thirtieth yeere of the raigne of our soverdignd Charles the Second, by the grace of God king o
England Scotland France and Ireland, defendereofdtith etc., Anno Dom 1681.

Francis Dunckley

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

Edmund Wright

Thomas Cure

Probatum fuit ... 25 November 1681 ... etc.

486. Joan M ar stone of Crick, 1682 (N3 Book K F168)

[The first line of this will is obscured by a fold the parchment. The text has been estimatedenher
necessary, as indicated by the words in parentheses

From the names of her children, it is apparenttthiatwoman was married and widowed twice, to men
named Harris and Marstone.

It would appear from the spelling herein, thattlaene "Marson" associated with Crick (eg in such
street names as Marsons Lane) is a local corrupfitime original surname "Marston", indicating a
person originally coming from the village of Manstobut that the original spelling of the name
persisted in the village at least up until abol@@.7

It is rather unusual to see three members of threedamily as the only witnesses to a will — thegrae

to be the family of Thomas Willington, who proballgted as scribe.]

[In the name of God, amen. The ... day of ..himyear of our] Lord God one thousand six hundred
eighty and one, | Joane Marstone of Creeke in ¢ty of Northampton, widow, being somewhat
crazy in body but of sound and perfect memory amteustanding (praysed be God therefore) doe make
this my last will and testament, comitting my sotdeéso0d, my body to the earth, and disposing of my
estate as followeth:

First | give devise and bequeath all that my megsa tenement with the close orchard backside and
appurtenances to the same belonging, wherein ldves¥, scituate and being in Creeke aforesaid, unto
my loving sonne Thomas Marstone and to his heinésagsignes for ever, Provided alwayes and upon
condition that my said sonne Thomas Marstone hirefer assignes doe and shall well and truly pay
or cause to be paid unto my sonne George Marstmhéoamy daughter Joane Marstone the severall
summes of tenne pounds a peice within one yeareaftex my decease.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my children Richdadlris, Elizabeth Harris, Margery Harris, William
Marstone, Margarett Marstone, George Marstone aadel Marstone, the severall summes of twelve
pence a piece, to be paid them by my executor fieremmed.

Lastly, | give devise and bequeath all and singtllarest of my goods cattle chattells and personal
estate whatsoever not herin before disposed @r(afy debts and legacies paid and funerall expenses
discharged) unto my said sonne Thomas Marstonemwhine hereby make and appoint to be sole
executor of this my last will and testament (hersdsoking all former wills by me heretofore made).

In wittnesse whereof | the above named Joane M#diave hereunto sett my hand and seale, the day
and yeare first above written.

The marke of T  Joane Marstone

Singed sealed and published by the above namee Jdarstone as and for her last will and testament,
in the presence of us:

Thomas Willington

Benjamin Willington

Elizabeth Willington

Probatum fuit ... 7 February 1684/5 [ie calendaryk685] ... etc.
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490. William Sharpeof Crick, 1682 (N3 Book M F47)

[The introduction to this will is rather charmingits poetic turn of phrase ...

It is interesting to note, in the bequests of progp® his son and daughter, that each of them is
bequeathed a separate part of William Sharpe'sidglebuse and homestead. The property is

evidently made up of two previously separate priger his own family house plus an adjoining
property that he bought from John Turner.

Is this annexing of a neighbour's house anothempl@of engrossing? It seems very likely — for we
also learn that he purchased a half-quartern af feom one Josias Marston, and this is obviously
another piece of engrossing ...

Furthermore, it seems very likely that the saidalkoMarston was the deceased husband of Widow Joan
Marston, whose will dated 1682 appears slightlyieain this series. And of course, if Josias on&d

a half-quartern of land, that would explain why WidJoan Marston had a house and close to bequeath
but no corresponding land in the fields; moreoifelpsias had only half a quartern of land, he ldou
certainly have got into debt and had to mortgagdand, then would subsequently have had to sell it
outright when he ran through the capital and coglidkeep up the interest payments.

William Sharpe lived a further 9 years after makihig will, and died in the winter of 1691.]

In the name of God, amen. The seaventeenth daynefin the foure and thirtieth yeare of the raighe
our soveraign Lord Charles the Second now Kingrafl&nd etc., Anno Dom 1682, | William Sharpe
of Crick in the county of Northampton, tayler, hgin good helth and perfect mind and memory
thanks be to God, yet knowing nothing more cerfa@am death and nothing more uncertaine than the
houre and time thereof, doe make and ordaine thiast will and testament in manner and forme
following:

And first | committ my soule into the hands of Alghty God, hopeing to have free pardon of all my
sines and to enioye life everlasting, by and thiotlg pretious death and meritts of Jesus Christ my
onely saviour and redeemer.

And as touching those earthly blessings whichfti ipdeased Allmighty God to bestow upon me, | doe
give and dispose the same as followeth:

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my eldest sdhiawii Sharpe, my bible and a wooden cheare and
one shilling. And also | doe give and bequeatlouny said son William Sharpe, all that part of my
dwellinghouse and homestead in Crick aforesaidwiaat formerly his mother's, to him and his heires
for ever.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my dauter Afibarp, all that part of my dwelling house and
homestead in Crick with the appurtenances, thatrhérly purchased to me and my heirs of one John
Turner, to her and her heirs for ever.

Item, | doe give and bequeath to my son John Starge¢o him and his heirs for ever, all that myf hal
quartern of a yardland with the appurtenances Igimg) being in the open fields of Crick aforesaij a
now in the occupation of me the said William Shasplkich | purchased of Josias Marston.

Item, | doe give and bequeath to my dauter Abi§h#rpe, one shilling.

Item, my will is that my funerall expenses shalldapially borne between my son John Sharpe and my
dauter Alice Sharpe.

Item, the rest and residue of all my goods andtetisimoveable and unmoveable unbequeathed, my
debts being paid, my legacies performed and myrélihexpenses discharged, | doe give and bequeath
to my dawter Alice Sharpe whom | doe make my falll ole executrix of this my last will and
testament, revoking all other former wills at aimget made by me.

And lastly, | doe intreate and apoynt my lovingiileloseph Wright of Crick to be my overseer of this
my last will and testament.

In wittnes whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the day and yeare above written.

William Sharpe W  his marke

Signed sealed and published by the said testatbeipresence of:

Katherine Butlin

Edward Hailey

Francis Butlin

Probatum fuit ... 14 December 1691 ... etc.

498. Lawrence Kilworth of Crick, 1684 (N3 Book L F182)
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[This interesting will — the first in this seriesrfan innkeeper — names the inn as "The SaberseMous
(probably in memory of the late Civil War?). Twawrence Kilworths appear in the 1674 Hearth Tax,
living respectively in a 6-hearth house and a Stheaouse (only 1 house in the village was larpant
this), which gives us a little more data regardifbe Sabers House" ...

However, Lawrence Kilworth is far more than a miergkeeper; he is a speculator. He has
accumulated a half yardland of land, being onetguaiof his own land plus a second quartern that he
recently purchased — and it is likely that the pase of the second quartern was achieved by
engrossing from Joseph Wright; for it transpites Kilworth also owns the house called Mrs
Bucknell's house, and also the baker's house hers@ townerships seem to point to a considerable
string of land and property acquisitions over daqukof time. He also owns a sizeable herd of eattl
and flock of sheep, and is thus a man of divergestments.

Since he has five (older?) daughters and a masgadvithout children as yet, it seems likely thret t
testator was aged around 58-66 at the time of ngakiis will. He has married three of his daughters
into good local yeoman families in Crick and Braatl with sound financial prospects, the fourth
daughter has been married to a gentleman in Weshféid (ie London's meat-market district), and
the fifth daughter to a (yeo?)man living in Yoxagme 10 miles NW of Tamworth; in short, Kilworth
seems in every way to be upwardly mobile.

The marriage of his daughter Alice to the gentlemawest Smithfield may also indicate that he had
longterm involvement and connections in the meatdr]

In the name of God, amen. | Lawrence KillworthQrfck in the county of Northampton, innholder,
make this my last will and testament as followeth:

First | comend my soule to God, in hope of salvatlwrough the onely meritts and mercy of my lord
and saviour Jesus Christ.

And as for my worldly estate as it hath pleased @ddnd mee, | dispose and bequeath as followeth:
First | give devise and bequeath all that my hon<erike aforesaid, comonly called or known by the
name of the Sabers House, And also all that querter fourth part of one yard land lyeinge and gein
within the feilds lymitts liberties boundarys anegincts of Crick aforesaid, commonly called or
known by the name of Hall Land and to the said m&gs or tenement belonging or appertaining; And
also all that other quarterne or fourth part ohedyland lyeing and being also within the feildgitts
liberties boundarys and precincts of Crick afor@said alsoe commonly called or known by the name
of Hall Land, and which said quarterne of a yardilalate purchased to mee and my heires for efer,
and from one Joseph Wright of Crick aforesaid, yaonand Alice his wife, to my loveing wife Mary
Killworth, for and dureing the terme of her natlifdié; and imediately from and after her decease,
then to the use and behoofe of my sonne Lawrenibedtih and the heires of his bodey lawfully
begotten or to bee begottoen on the bodey of hiswife Anne; and for want of such issue, thenht t
use of my owne right heires for ever.

Also it is my will and meaninge, that if it shoydtease God | should dye before the said two quaater
of land bee plowed and sowed in any yeare, thasaity sonne Lawrence whom | make my sole
executor shall at his own proper cost and chargglsand truly plow and sowe the same for my said
wife att such times and seasons as itt is fittorgtt to bee done.

Also | give and bequeath to my said loveing wiferiKillworth halfe my household goods moveable
and plate within the said house where | now dwedl @ Mrs Bucknell's house and the said baker's
house, to bee equally devided by my overseers fieremmed.

Alsoe | give and bequeath to my said loveing wifariKillworth fowre cowes and twenty sheepe, not
of my best nor of my worst, butt to bee sett outiyyoverseers hereafter named.

Also | give and bequeath to my daughter Joane, @fifloseph Hollis of Crick aforesaid, the summe of
five pounds, to bee paid by my executor hereatiened within two yeares after my decease.

Also | give and bequeath to my daughter Mary, wiféathew Over of Bradwell in the county
Warwicke, yeoman, the summe of five pounds, togzed to her within two yeares after my decease.
Also | give and bequeath to my daughter Alice waifelohn Holloway in West Smithfeild, gentleman,
the summe of five pounds, to bee paid by my exedeceafter named within two yeraes after my
decease.

Also | give and bequeath to my daughter Elizabetfe of Henry Hancocke of Yox-hall in the county
of Stafford, the summe of five pounds, to bee fgiany executor hereafter named within two yeraes
after my decease.

Also | give and bequeath to my daughter Sarah, @fiflohn Mason the younger of Crick aforesaid, the
summe of five pounds, to bee paid by my executogdfeer named within two yeraes after my decease.
Also | give and bequeath to the poore of Crickshmme of five pounds, to bee paid yearely by my
executor hereafter named by twenty shillings ageatill the said five pounds be fully satisfielle t
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first twenty shillings to bee paid on the next Easflonday after my decease, and to bee distridoyed
the minister, my overseers and my executor hereadteed.

Also, all the rest of my goods and chattells, dattights debts and creditts whatsoever and
wheresoever that are not already herein beforeeiset presents given bequeathed and disposed of, |
give devise and bequeath to my said sonne Lawréitieeorth, whome | make my sole and whole
executor of this my last will and testament, hegim@amy legacies above bequeathed, my debts and
funerall expenses.

And it is my will and meaning, that | may bee deatehuried according to the discretion of my
overseers.

Also | make my loveing freinds Aaron Gardner of Bygn the county of Warwick gentleman, John
Killworth of Crick aforesaid yeoman, and Thomas Wiil of Crick aforesaid yeoman overseers of this
my last will and testament, and desireing themee didinge and assisinge to my executor and in the
devideing of my household goods; and for theinpail give them tenn shillings a peece.

In wittnesse whereof | the said Lawrence Killwondve to this my last will and testament sett mydhan
and seale, this the twentieth day of August insilkeand thirtieth yeare of the raigne of our soigra
Lord Charles the Secobnd, by the grace of God kifiggngland Scotland France and Ireland, defender
of the faith etc., and in the yeareof our Lord Go@ thousand six hundred eighty fowre.

Lawrence Killworth

Signed, sealed, published and declared to beashevill and testament of the said Lawrence Killthior
in the presence of us:

Aaron Gardner

Philipa Gardner

The marke of X Anne Daniell

John Slater

505. Thomas Sabin of Crick, 1685 (N3 Book K F201)

[NB: the first line of this will is obscured byfald in the parchment. The text is re-created wher
possible by estimation, following the normal forpres indicated in parentheses.

The fact that he has recently acquired by purchasejuarterns of land, suggests that Thomas Sabin i
an engrosser of poorer men's land, in similar matmsome other recent examples that have been
noted in this series, which were for the most pagrick .

We also note from one of his bequests, that £25deamed sufficient at this time to buy "a little
house" in Crick ; it gives some measure of theiwdloth of money and of housing at this date.

One Thomas Sabin appears in the 1674 Hearth Ta®ystor Crick, living in a 2-hearth taxed house —
but does this entry refer to this testator, ohrext one below, also Thomas Sabin, who was this
testator's father?

On balance, it seems most likely that both of thiatiner and son, were living together in a singlely
large house, with their respective wives and sifdinBoth this will and the next one should be read
together, with this interpretation in mind.]

[In the name of God, amen. | Thomas Sabin of Ciitkhe county of Northampton, being weak in
body but of sound and perfect mind and memory,kbdee given to God for the same], doe for the
settling and disposeing of all that my worldly éstand goods [as God in his mercy hath bestowed]
upon mee, make and ordaine this my last will asthteent in manner and forme following:

Imprimis | doe give and bequeath unto my loveinfewilary Sabin, All that my quartern of a yard land
which | lately purchased to mee and my heires dffeamm my brother John Garrett, with the
appurtenances, lying and being in the fields o€ka&iaforesaid, And all that my other quartern gaed
land with the appurtenances, lying and being infilds of Cricke aforesaid which | lately purchdse
to mee and my heires of and from Lawrence Killwpfith have and to hold the same to her for and
dureing the full terme of her naturall life, progi she kepes her self a widdow; but if in case she
happen to marry againe, that then my will and miegnis, that shee shall only hold and enjoy tha on
quartern of a yard land aforementioned which | bawud my said brother John Garrett.

Item, | give devise and bequeath unto my said foyeiife Mary Sabin, all those my household goods
which were her owne before our marriage, and | gige unto her my said loveing wife my black
cowe, and | alsoe give devise and bequeath unteamywife All that my cropp of corne pease and
grass which is now growing comeing and ariseingof@ind upon all that my quartern of a yard land
aforementioned which | purchased of my said brofledin Garrett.; and my will and meaneing is that
shee my said wife shall bee supplyed with cornédnéarown particular use out of the corne in my barn
untill the cropp which | have given her shall beuaght in.
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Item, | doe give devise and bequeath unto my bratbken Sabin and to his heires and assignes foy eve
the moyety or full half part of all that my saidagtern of land within the fields of Crick aforesaiith

the appurtenances, which | purchased of my saithbrdohn Garrett, when the same shall happen to
come after the decease of my said wife; and therohoyety or full half part of the said quartefn o
land with the appurtenances, after the deceaseycfad wife, | give devise and bequeath unto my
sister Sarah Clerke and to the heires of her bedgtben or to bee begotten, and for want of suaiede
then to the use and behoofe of my said brother 3altain his heires and assignes for ever.

Item, | doe give devise and bequeath unto my brahalbert Sabin, the one moyety or full half paft
that my quartern of a yard land lying and beindhisithe fields of Cricke aforesaid which hl lately
purchased of and from Lawrence Killworth, to hane & hold the same with the appurtenances unto
him my said brother Guilbert his heires and assdoeever immediately after the decease of my said
wife.

Item, | give devise and bequeath the other moyefylbhalf part of the said quartern of land last
mentioned with its appurtenances which | purchagdagwrence Killworth unto my sister Allice Sabin
and to the heires of her body lawfully to bee btgggtand for want of such heires then to the use an
behoofe of my said brother Guilbert Sabin his te&rd assignes for ever immediately after the
decease alsoe of my said wife, in case my said shiél keep her self a widdow; but my will and
meaneing is if that my said wife shall againe mattngn immediately after such marriage the quartern
of land last mentioned shall descend and bee tbrother Guilbert and Allice my sister accordingsas
before devised and bequeathed.

Item, | give devise and bequeath to any my saithlers John Sabin, Guilbert Sabin and my brother in
law Christopher Cooke and the survivors and sunfdhem, the summe of five and twenty pounds,
(upon this speciall trust and confidence in thepoeed), to bee raised by my executor hereafter dame
out of my personall estate, that they my said l@tlor the survivors or survivor of them shall impl
the said money at interest for the use of my sdifie dureing her naturall life; and after the dexeaf

my said wife, my will and meaneing is that the ssidhme of five and twenty pounds shall bee to the
sole use and behoofe of Thomas Sabin son of mpdrilliam Sabin; and my will and meaneing is,
that if my said brothers John Sabin Guilbert Satvid Christopher Cooke or the survivors or survivor
of them shall if they can with convenience lay tha said summe of twenty and five pounds in aelittl
house, and that the house, if any shall bee by thregither of them purchased, shall bee settlechupo
my said wife for and dureing her naturall life; daafter her decease, to bee to the use and bebbofe
Thomas Sabin son of my brother William Sabin afaetioned his heires and assignes for ever.

Item, all the rest of my goods chattells cattell @ersonall estate heretofore unbequeathed of what
nature kind or quallity soever, my debts being firaid and funerall expenses discharged, | givésdev
and bequeath unto my loveing brother William Sakiiom | make sole executor of this my last will
and testament, and | doe hereby revoke and disalhfdrmer wills by mee made, and doe publish this
as my last will and testament.

In wittnes whereof | the said Thomas Sabin haveulm#o sett my hand and seale, the thirteenth day of
Aprill in the first yeare of the raigne of our sea&gne Lord James the Second, by the grace of @ud k
of England etc., Anno Dom 1685.

Thomas Sabin

Signed selaed and published in the presence of:

John Farn

Joseph Garrett

Thomas Eyre

Probatum fuit ... 23 May 1685 ... etc.

506. Thomas Sabin the elder of Crick, 1685 (N3 Book K F205)

[This is the father of the previous testator Thoi&abin, since he mentions an unmarried daughter
named Alice and a married daughter named SarakeCletc., and the previous testator mentioned a
sister named Alice and a sister Sarah Clerke dsawelll the other named siblings.

To speak of a crop in the fields being "Inned ardght home" is a rather charming local phrase, whic
occurs here for the first time in a will, but waeripaps in wider use in normal conversation in these
communities at this period.

From the long list of household goods bequeathddstdaughters Alice and Sarah, it is plain that
Thomas Sabin was a fairly wealthy yeoman farmeh witvell-furnished home, including a good
number of recent luxury items such as a pewterssdliér and spice-mortar. This makes it even more
likely that the acquisition of additional land biglson (in the preceding will) was part of an ersging
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process, since this family clearly had the necgssapital to lend out money and make such
acquisitions.

From the mention of a quantity of "woollen cloattiattis not yet cutt up”, we can see that weavingtmu
also have made up a significant part of the familytome, in addition to arable farming and sheep-
rearing. It would be very worthwhile to re-cretite inventory of Thomas Sabin's goods — this would
not be a difficult task from all the data givertliis will, although of course it would not be pdssito
estimate the value of any of the goods.

Finally, this will supplies a great deal of famdgnealogical evidence, and will be helpful in
reconstructing the family histories both of the iBaland of the Clerkes]

In the name of God, amen. | Thomas Sabin of Ciitkhe county of Northampton, [........ ], beingake
in body but of sound and perfect mind and memdrgnks bee given to God for the same, for the
disposeing and settling of all these my goods elatand personall estate which God hath afforded
mee, make and ordaine this my last will and testanmemanner and forme following:

First | give and devise to my daughter Allice Sathi@ summe of fourty pounds, to bee paid her by my
executor hereafter named out of my personall@stand | doe also give devise and bequeath umto he
my said daughter Allice one full moyety or half paf that my half quartern cropp of corne pease and
grass now groweing happening comeing or ariseiignathe fields of Crick aforesaid, and alsoe soe
much corne as shall feede and supply her for herpraper and particular use as is now in my house,
towards her maintenance untill the said cropp diesl Inned or brought home; and | alsoe give devis
and bequeath unto her my said daughter Allice titod of bacon, a pair of pothangles, a smoothing
iron, my two lesser pailes, the lesser kilever,ltiiking glass in the chamber, and my cow called th
Barby Cow, the lesser tubb, the wainscott coffahanchamber with all the linnen therein (excep on
pair of sheets of the middle sort which | give tg daughter Sarah Clerke); and | alsoe give to any s
daughter Allice the other coffer standing by theénseott cover [ie coffer] and the little coffer sthng

by her own bedsted, together with the bedsteadwandure shee now hath on, and alsoe five pewter
dishes, one pewter [spinte?], one pewter saltrseliee pewter candlestick, my warming pan, onedras
pott which was her mother's, one brass kettle ¢dlie bowker kettle, and alsoe my chavendish [ie
chafing dish].

Item, | give and bequeath to my son William Sabia summe of five pounds, to bee paid him by my
executor hereafter named within foure months nf&t any decease.

Item, | give devise and bequeath unto my said d@aug@arah Clerke the summe of five pounds, to bee
paid her within three moneths next after my decease

Item, | doe hereby give devise and bequeath untdéivaygrandchildren, that is to say, to Thomas Babi
son of my said son William Sabin, and to Samuelrsabn of Guilbert Sabin, to Sarah Sabin daughter
of John Sabin, to William Clerke the son of Chnmter Clerke, and to William Sabin another son of
my said son William Sabin, the summe of tenne isigil apeece, to bee paid them by my executor
hereafter named.

Item, | also give devise and bequeath unto my gaidyhter Sarah Clerke the desk in the parlour, the
spice mortar, the chest in the parlour, one bratielkcalled the gallon kettle, the oldest barrell

And | alsoe further give and bequeath to my saishtiger Allice the best table in the hall.

Item, | doe give devise and bequeath unto my samis Sabin the summe of five shillings, to bee
paid him by my executor hereafter named.

Item, | give devise and bequeath unto my said switb€rt Sabin foure sheep, that is to say, two
hoggerills and two wether sheep.

Item, | give and bequeath to Mary Sabin the wifengfsaid son John Sabin one paire of blanketts and
one paire of sheets of the middle sort.

Item, | give devise and bequeath unto my said daugkilice, three pewter porring dishes, halfe the
woollen cloath that is not yet cutt up, two smaligs kettles.

Item, all the rest of my goods cattell chattells gersonall estate whatsoever unbequeathed and
undesposed, my debts legacies and funerall expbesas first discharged and paid, | give devise and
bequeath unto my said son John Sabin, whom | malkeegecutor of this my last will and testament,
and | doe hereby revoke and disanull all formetsdly mee made, and publish this as my last wil an
testament.

In witnes whereof | the said Thomas Sabin haveurggesett my hand and seale the fourth day of May
in the first yeare of the raigne of our soveraigmd.James the Second, by the grace of God king of
England etc., Anno Dom 1685.

The marke of T  Thomas Sabin

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

The marke of T  Frances Garrett

The markeof T  Thomas Maggott

Thomas Eyre, scribe
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Probatum fuit ... 3 July 1685 ... etc.

510. Richard Wright of Crick, 1686AD (N3 Book O, F100)

[This will offers an unusual wealth of biographietdil, not only of the testator himself and his figm
but even extending (for example) to the couple fr@mom he bought his house.

Richard Wright is a widower, and is apparently dyielatively young, since he leaves "4 small
children".

He is living in a cottage — the lowliest categofydwelling, and probably with little or no land bis

own other than a small close or cottage gardestathto the house, along with grazing and furze-
gathering rights on the common land. But humbteigh it may be, he has bought it outright, and he
therefore owns it as freehold and not (for exampgegopyhold from the lord of the manor.

It is clear that Richard loved his wife dearly, d@hdt he did whatever he could for her welfare.

We even read here the reported dying speech d¢diteisvife Elizabeth (who, apparently, died not in
childbirth but of a sickness which persisted fomeaime), and the whole effect is extremely toughin
It is a great pity that Richard Wright left no ottmemorial in writing — for he was clearly a born
diarist, capable both of capturing much detaileéw fwords, and also of making it interesting to tead
The 1674 Hearth Tax survey for Crick lists Thomasght living in a 3-hearth taxed house, Robert
Wright living in a 1-hearth taxed cottage, Joseptight living in a 1-hearth taxed cottage, and fipal
Richard Wright (the present testator) living in-Adarth untaxed cottage. However, since Richard
Wright makes no mention of either Thomas, Robedaseph, and nor do they appear (for example) as
witnesses to his will, it may perhaps be that theynot members of his family — and with such a
relatively common name as Wright, it is always daogs to assume family connections where they
may not exist.]

In the name of God, amen. | Richard Wright of @rizethe county of Northampton, carpenter, beeing
sicke and weake in body butt yett of sound andegérhemory praised bee God, doe for the
maintenance and bringing up of my fower small aleitdmake ordaine and appoynt this my last will
and testament of that worldly estate which God bé#fibrded mee, as followeth:

And first, whereas | having purchased the cottalyerain | now dwell of Gilbert Sabin and Elizabeth
his wife, did afterwards make a joynture thereaftfe use of Elizabeth my late wife deceased, amd o
heires. And shee my said wife, in her sicknesghmn of sound and perfect memory, did desireén th
presence of Emma Ward and Mary Hamant widowes, &hasds are hereafter subscribed, that the
said cottage should be sold for the maintenant¢eo€hildren, and did really and freely revoke and
asnull her said joynture in plain words unto meedaéd husband, speaking thus to mee: 'Husband, yo
are not able to bring up my children, beeing smailles you sell the house, and | am freely willihgt

it should be sold that soe they may be brought up'.

These words and more to this effect shee spakkeeipresence of us the said Emma Ward and Mary
Hamant, witnes hereunto our hands in testimonpettuth hereof:

Emma E Ward her marke

Mary M Hamant her marke

Whereupon [, the said Richard Wright, doe herebg gind devise unto my very loveing friends and
brothers in law Thomas Hurley of Rugby in the cquuft Warwick, baker, and William Clever [ie
Cleaver] of Welford in the county of Northamptomwi&said, husbandman, and to their heires and
assignes, All that my said cottage or dwelling omsCreeke aforesaid, and all edifices profitts
commondities and appurtenances whatsoever to the Baelonging or in any wise appertaining, To
have and to hold the said cottage or dwelling h@mgkall and singular the rights members and
appurtenances thereunto beelonging or in any wiper&ineing unto them the said Thomas Hurley
and William Clever and to their heires and assigoesver, Upon special trust and confidence imthe
reposed and to this end and purpose, That thegaidleThomas Hurley and William Clever and their
heires shall imploy the said cottage for the béhefimy said children, And shall and may sell saéd
cottage at their discretion for and towards thecatlan and maintenance of my said children when
necessity shall require. And if any money of thke shall remaine when my children are able to help
themselves and to gett their owne liveings, Thenaiflyis that the money soe remaineing shall
redound to my children, to bee divided among thethediscretion of my said Trustees.

And alsoe | doe hereby give and bequeath unto mayTsastees Thomas Hurley and William Clever,
All and singular any goods cattell chattells antspaall estate of all kinds whatsoever (my debts an
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expenses beeing discharged), whom | appoynt theXatutors of this my last will. Always upon this
trust in them reposed, That my said goods shouichptoyed for and towards the maintenance of my
children.

In witnes whereof | have hereunto sett my handssade, the first day of February in the first yeafre
the raigne of our soveraign Lord James the sedmnthe grace of God king of England etc., defender
of the faith etc., Anno Dom 1685 [ie calendar y&&86].

Richard Wright R his marke

Signed and sealed and published in the presence of:

Thomas Harris

Christopher Clarke

Abraham Lee

Probatum fuit ... 8 March 1685/6 [ie calendar yE@86] ... etc.

511. Edmund Wright of Crick, 1686 (N3 Book S F15)

[We learn here something further of the genealdgh® Wright family of Crick, and of their former
purchase of some of the Heyne Land from John Buktgeatleman, which purchase probably occurred
back in the 1660s directly following the Restoratidoes this perhaps indicate that John Bucknail m
have been forced to sell this land "and other siiradter the collapse of the Protectorate ...?

It seems very strange, however, that his landfigdehis younger son, and that the married elderis
apparently cut off with just a token shilling, evliough it is the older son who is currently workihe
land and the younger son is still a minor — cotifuerhaps be that the elder married son has already
received a portion of land? The joint executonmied here are not members of his direct family, Wwhic
also seems unusual. Itis clear that his wifeeisdd

As mentioned in the previous will above, the 16®hakh Tax survey for Crick lists Thomas Wright
living in a 3-hearth taxed house, Robert Wrighingvin a 1-hearth taxed cottage, Joseph Wrightdjvi

in a 1-hearth taxed cottage, and finally Richardgirliving in a 1-hearth untaxed cottage. Added to
this, we have already surmised (see the precediighat Richard Wright is probably not connected
with Thomas/Robert/Joseph Wright. We now meet Bairight in this will, and he is stated herein
to be the son of the late Thomas Wright. With thfsrmation, we are able to piece together ayairl
clear family tree for the Wright family — and sinige does not mention either Robert Wright or Joseph
Wright, we might perhaps conclude that they wemghars of this testator's late father Thomas Wright
and that they are both now dead.]

In the name of God, amen. | Edmund Wright of Criokhe county of Northampton, yeoman, being
well in health and of sound and perfect memoryisedhbee Almighty God for the same, and
considering the shortness and uncertainty of thigati life, doe for the settleing and disposeirfiglb

my worldly estate and goods which God hath givee,mgake ordaine and appointe this my last will
and testament in manner following:

Imprimis | doe hereby give devise and bequeath ont@ldest sonne John Wright the summe of five
shillings, to bee payd him by my executor hereaismned out of my personall estate.

Item, | doe hereby give devise and bequeath untgaupgest sonne Edmund Wright and to his heires
and assignes, all that my half yard land of arratdéadow and pasture ground with the appurtenances
thereunto belonging, lyeing and being within theds of Crick aforesayd, commonly called or known
by the name of Heyne Land and now being in thertenuoccupation of my said sonne John Wright,
and which was also formerly the estate of Thomaigih¥my late father deceased and by him alsoe
purchased amongst other things of and from one Bolsknell gentleman deceased, and heretofore
being alsoe in the tenure or occupation of one Rdkredrew, to hold the sayd half yardland with all
and singular the rights members profitts comodgied appurtenances whatsoever to the same or any
part thereof belonging or in any wise appertainingp him my sayd sonne Edmund Wright his heires
and assignes for ever (if in case hee my sayd sedneind shall live to accomplish his full age of
foure and twenty yeares). But if hee my sayd sdfth@und shall happen to depart this life before hee
shall accomplish his sayd age of foure and tweetyregs, that then and in such case | doe hereby give
devise and bequeath the aforesaid half yard latidtive appurtenances unto my sayd sonne John
Wright his heires and assignes for ever.

Item, | doe hereby give devise and bequeath untgnaydson Thomas Wright sonne of my sayd sonne
John Wright, the summe of twenty shillings, to pagd him by my executor hereafter named.

Item, | doe hereby give devise and bequeath ust@diore of the parish of Crick aforesayd the summe
of twenty shillings, to bee distributed amongstthay the discretion of my executor hereafter named.
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Item, all the rest of my goods cattell chattelld gersonall estate whatsoever unbequeathed and
undisposed of (my debts being first payd and fuherpenses discharged) | doe hereby give devise
and bequeath unto my sayd sonne Edmund Wright

And | doe hereby alsoe make oredaine and appointeetbeloved friend and kinsman Daniell
Cockerill of Collingtree in the county of Northamptaforesayd yeoman, and my wellbeloved brother
in law Thomas Eyre of Crick aforesayd yeoman, j@pecutors of this my last will and testament;
and | doe hereby revoke all former wills by mee enadd publish this as my last will and testament.
In wittnes whereof | the sayd Edmund Wright haveehato sett my hand and seale, the second day of
June in the second yeare of the raigne of our sayeiord James the Second, by the grace of God
now king of England, Anno Dom 1686.

Edmund Wright

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

The marke of O  Edward Wright

The marke of W  Elizabeth [Goosey?]

Thomas Eyre senior

512. Isaac Vickersof Crick, 1686 (N3 Book F F126)

[The 1674 Hearth Tax lists Isaac Vickers as liviimgrick in a taxed 1-hearth house, and one Fsanci
Vickers as living in Kilsby in an untaxed 1-heahthuse (Francis may be the father of the Samuell
Vickers mentioned in this will, and was probablg throther of Isaac Vickers). We are dealing here,
therefore, with relatively impoverished folk, wherpaps lost their family's land through engrossment
and had to move to Kilsby and Crick and take wahlerever they could get it. Isaac in Crick seems
to have prospered better than Francis did in Kilsbat least he has £22 to bequeath, out of hidlsm
house and its tiny home-close.]

In the name of God, amen. The first day of Novenil&86 according to the church of England, | Isaac
Vickers of Crick in the county of Northampton, shaed, being somewhat weake in body but of perfect
memory and remembrance, praised be God, doe makerdain this my last will and testament in
maner and form following:

First | bequeath my soul into the hands of AlmigBtyd my maker, hopeing in God that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ fySmviour and Redeemer to receave free pardon
and forgiveness of all my sins; and as for my hadye buried in Christian burial at the discretad

my executor heare after nominated.

Item, | doe give unto my well beloved wife Anne ¥érs my house and close adioining to it and all my
parsonall estate dureing her life; and after migsvidecease | doe give unto my kinsman Samuell
Vickers of Killsby my house and close adoiningttobut if in case my kinsman Samuell Vickers
should die with out any eayrs before my wife diéths my will that it shall goe to my couson Elixth
Muscot and to her eaires for ever after my wifesedse.

Item, it is my will that if my kinsman Samuell Vieks liveth (his eiares) to enjoy my house and ¢lose
he shall pay two and twenty pounds out of it wherdbth enter of it:

Item, | doe give to my couson Elizabeth Muscot tegbound.

Item, | doe give to my brother Elias Vickers chddrfive pound.

Item, | doe give to my brother John Vickers childeg Sawwell [ie Shawell] five pound.

Item, it is my will that my kinsman Daniell Vickeshall pay these legacies out of the house ané.clos
Item, | doe give unto my well beloved wife Anne ¥érs all my goods bonnds and bills and chattells
what soe ever, and at her disposeing, whom | ddermad ordaine my full and soule executrix of this
my last will and testament, revokeing all othersvind testaments.

In witness wheare of | have heare unto sett my lzadseale, the day and yeare first above written.
Isaac Vickers I his marke

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Thomas Beale

Thomas Gillbert X his marke

Thomas Mawby T his marke

523. William Adkins of Crick, 1688 (N3 Book S F121)

[There is an unusual soul-dedication here, "intoatms of Jesus Christ, relying upon him for tHe fu
and free pardon of all my sins"; and the dedicatibthe body comes out of sequence before the
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dedication of the soul. These anomalies marklastwill as probably being the work of a new (and
relatively inexperienced) scribal hand — perhapswa young curate?

William Adkins appears in the 1674 Hearth Tax synas "William Atkins", living in a 1-hearth taxed
house with some other people. It seems that Adidasbeen married at some time previously; for he
has a grown-up son Thomas who has left the villdgeenow bequeathes a legacy to him "if he should
ever appear” — but it sounds as though William Adldonsiders this possible event to be relatively
unlikely.

After the death of his first wife, William Adkingter married one widow Parker, who brought with her
a son Francis from a former marriage. The 1674tHdaax lists a certain William Parker living in
Crick in a 1-hearth taxed house — and this wabaisty the man whose widow remarried to William
Adkins, at some time after 1674 and before 1688.

Since William Adkins is living in only one housettvihis second wife, it appears that they have
disposed of her previous home, the house of hartirssband William Parker; or, more likely, sheswa
bequeathed only a life interest in it, or an insék@nly until she remarried. Presumably that haise
would have reverted to her son Francis, sinceeitrseshe only had the one son — alternatively, it ma
be that the Parkers were only renting or leasieg former house.]

In the name of God, amen. October the third 188&illiam Adkins, being sick in body but of pertec
understanding, doe make this my last will and testat as followeth.

First | comit my body to the earth from which it svieaken, and my soule into the armes of JesustChris
relying uppon him for the full and free pardon 8fray sins.

And as for the goods and chattells which God hath ine, | dispose of as foloweth:

First, the house | now dwell in | give unto my wifareing her naturall life, and after her decehsa t
to the issue of Francis Parker my wife's sonn duhiis naturall life, and to the issue of Franciskea
for ever if lawfully begotten; and for want of $uissue, then to the use and behoofe of William Lee
my sister's sonn and to his heires and assigres/fan

Item, | give unto my sister Mary twenty shillinge,be paid one yeare after my decease.

Item, I give to my sonn Thomas Adkins, if ever ipp@ar in person, foure pound, to be paid within two
months of his appearance to my executrix.

Item, if the aforesaid Francis Parker my wifes souatlive my wife and enjoy the house where | now
live, then | ordaine and apoint the said Franciké&ao pay unto the aforesaid William Lee the safm
eight pounds for a legacy within one yeare he shgtly the same.

All the rest of my goods and chattells, my depisadp@aid and funerall expenses discharged, | give
unto my wife whom | make the sole executrix of thg last will and testament.

William Attkins A his mark

Sealed and delivered in presence of us:

William Rushell

Christopher Clark

Joseph Hollis

525. Thomas Hales of Crick, 1689 (N3 Book N F106)

[The will of Thomas Hales' widow Mabel appears keio 1698 — and in her will she bequeathes a half
guartern of land (about 3-4 acres) lying in Dugtear to Northampton. She also leaves her goods to
the Aris family, from which it seems likely thatesherself was born an Aris, and that she may have
come from Duston and have an inheritance theraddition to any land in Crick that may have
belonged to Thomas Hales (though more probablyd®merely a copyhold tenant).

The Hearth Tax survey of 1674 lists Thomas Halds/agy in a 1-hearth cottage, which seems
consistent with the above interpretation.

It is not clear whether the surname Aris is a quticun of Ayres or of Harris — but from the spelling
"Earis" which appears in the will of Thomas beldke former seems the more likely. In his widow's
will, it is consistently spelled as Aris.]

In the name of God, amen. | Thomas Hales of Ciitkhe county of Northampton, husbandman, being
sicke in body but of perfect memory thanks be ta @w it, doe make and ordaine this my last wilan
testament in manner and forme as followeth:

First | bequeath my soul into the hands of AlmigBtyd; secondly my body to the earth, to be buried
in Christian burial. And as for my worldly goods followeth:

Item, | give unto my sister Ann White the summeeaf pounds, to be paid a twelve moneth and a day
after my decease.

Item, | give unto my sister Elizabeth Burdges twyesttillings.
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Item, | give unto Thomas Earis [ie Aris = Harris@fas?] my kinsman ten pounds, to be paid by my
executor.

Imprimis | doe give unto my loveing wife Mabel Halall my worldly goods which God hath lent me,
my legacies being paid, all my bills bonds morgaaysds money whatsoever | doe give unto her, whom
| doe make my whole and sole executrix of this ast Will and testament.

The marke of J Thomas Hales

Sealed signed and published by the testator iprsgence of:

Edmund Wright

Robert Robinson

Giles Killworth

527. William Baker of Crick, 1689 (N3 Book N F136)

[This is the will of a very old man indeed. Heuea a legacy to his great-grandson, which imphes t
he is probably well over 80 years old. It is evitihat he has saved sufficient capital to be ablend
some of it out at interest, as a means of provitlingself with an income after he became too old to
work.

However, William Baker is not mentioned in the Hbaarax list of 1674, either in Crick or in any eth
of the local villages. The most likely conclusignthat he has moved to Crick from somewhere-else
possibly Dunton Bassett about 15 miles north ircéstershire, since he leaves a bequest to a widow
who lives there.]

In the name of God, amen. | William Baker of Crigkthe county of Northampton, husbandman,
being aged and infirm of body but of sound andgmrfind and memory (praised be God) doe make
and ordaine my last will and testament in mannerfarme following (that is to say):

First and principally | comend my soule to Almigl®pd my creator, relying wholly on the meritorious
death and passion of my blessed redeemer for thissmn of all my sinnes; my body | comitt to
decent buriall at the discretion of my executorel@fter named; and my temporal estate | dispbse o
as followeth:

Imprimis | give and bequeath unto my my great gsamdWilliam Baker, son of my grandson Samuell
Baker, the summe of tenn pounds, to be paid himpgxecutor hereinafter named when he shall
attain the age of one and twenty yeares.

Item, | give and bequeath to my three grandchildi@m Baker, Nathaniell Paybody and Anne
Paybody the severall summes of three and thirtlirels and fourpence appece of current English
money, to be paid unto them severally as they aptismtheir respective ages of one and twenty
yeares.

Item, | give and bequeath to Robert Robinson, I&amner and Elizabeth his wife, all of Creeke
aforesaid, two shillings and sixpence apeece.

And also to Hester Coleman of Dunton in the couritieicester, widdow, two shillings and sixpence
more.

Item, all my moneys att interest, whether put auniy own name or in the name of any other person or
persons in trust, and also all other my money adgahattells and personal estate whatsoever (my
debts legacies and funerall expenses being fiidtgrad discharged) | give and bequeath to my said
grandson Samuell Baker, whom | doe hereby constitate executor of this my will, declaring the
same to be my last will and testament, and | doelyerevoke all other wills by me made.

In wittnes whereof | have hereunto sett my handseale, the seaventeenth day of July in the ydare o
our Lord God one thousand six hundred eighty amény

William Baker O  his marke

Signed sealed published and declared in the pressnes:

B. Bradley

Ro. Bradley

528. John Mason of Crick, 1690 (N3 Book M _F53)

[John Mason presumably has land in Crick, as veel guartern of land that he has purchased in
Welford from Francis Saunders Esquire and his sdlidt Saunders. It seems likely that he has been
engrossing and picking up land where he couldnd.this in turn indicates that he must have had at
least 2 or 3 quarterns of land in cultivation, toypde him with the profits to invest in more lanWith

4 sons to provide for, it would be highly logical him to make every effort to acquire such exaradl
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Note the signatures of John Tarrey and Abrahamtd.dais will. John Tarrey is the second son of the
engrosser John Tarrey whose own will appearedeeanlithis series in 1671. As for Abraham Lee, his
signature appears as a witness to very many witlsraventories of this period, not only in Crickitb
also in Barby and Kilsby.

In view of the steady stream of Mason family witts Crick, stretching from 1558 to 1692, and the
consistent evidence that the family is reasonaldly tw do, it is surprising to find that the 1674aith
Tax survey mentions only Samuel Mason and Thomasoklaeach living in a 1-hearth taxed cottage.
It might have been supposed that they would haaduwgted by now to larger houses ...

Note that the formula for describing the newly-aipped joint monarchs William and Mary of Orange
has not yet been perfected; the result in thikisva clumsy wording, the scribe being so discoseub
at having to abandon his traditional formula, thaforgets to include Scotland in the listing of th
monarchs' dominions.]

In the name of God, amen. | John Mason the elfi€riok in the county of Northampton, yeoman,
beeing ill and pained in body but of sound andgrinemory praised bee Almighty God, doe for the
settling of that worldly estate which God hath lerge and yet undisposed of, make ordaine and
appoynt this my last will and testament thereahanner following:

First | doe hereby give and devide unto my welbetbwife Frances Mason and to her heires and
assignes, All that my one quarterne of a yardldrat@ble meadow pasture and grasse ground with all
appurtenances thereunto beelonging and appertgingiatsoever, lyeing and beeing within the fields
and precincts of Welford in the said county of Marhpton, and which (amongst other things) |
purchased of and from Frances Saunders Esqr afidi/Baunders his sonne, to have and to hold the
said one quarterne of a yardland of arrable meatahpasture ground and all and singular the rights
members commodities and appurtenances whatsoether s@id quarterne of land beelonging or in any
wise appertaineing, unto her my said wife Francasd and to her heires and assignes for ever.
Item, | give and bequeath unto my foure sonnes Jdwon, William Mason, Edward Mason and
Thomas Mason, and to my daughter Susanna Harrseiy one of them twelve pence apeece.

And all the rest and remainder of my goods catiedl chattells quicke and dead and personall estate
all kinds whatsoever unbequeathed, | doe herely gid bequeath unto my said wife Frances Mason,
whom | doe make constitute and appoynt my full solé executrix of this my last will and testament,
for the payment and dischargeing of my legaciesathdr expenses. And | doe desire my sonnes John
Mason and William Mason to bee not onely overseéthis my will, But to bee helping aideing and
assisting to their mother mine executrix in whatsvahings shee doth or shall desire them.

In witnes whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the seaven and twentieth day of March in the
first yeare of the raigne of our soveraigne LoniigkiVilliam and queene Mary, by the grace of God
king and Queene of England France and Irelandndefeof the faith etc., Anno Domini 1689 [ie
calendar year 1690].

John Mason E  his marke

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

John Tarrey

Francis Parker

Abraham Lee

Probatum fuit ... 12 November 1690 ... etc.

529. Nehemiah Robinson of Crick, 1690 (N3 Book M F34)

[It seems likely that Nehemiah Robinson is a ratiderly relic of Crick 's puritan period. His aige
probably over 50 but not over 60, since his widowadghter has a child of her own who is old enough
to be accounted worthy of a legacy, but yet hisamhexecutor is still a minor. He was thus barn i
the 1630s, as his puritanical Christian name ingpliand we gain a further hint from the soul detilica

— the fact that he makes his will early and wistgt in good health, and that he is able to signdwn
name fluently to it, indicate both his literacy ahdt he had probably read "The Practice of Pi&dy?,

the puritans' good-conduct manual which was exthep@pular throughout the period 1615-1700.

The 1674 Hearth Tax for Crick lists "Nemiah Roloinsas living in a 2-hearth taxed house, and also
lists one Robert Robinson as living in a 3-heaattet! house. This Robert Robinson is probably the
same man as is listed in this will as this testateephew, the son of his widowed sister-in-lana8ar
from which we conclude that her husband, Robertif&mn’'s unnamed brother, must have died before
1674.]
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In the name of God, amen. | Nehemiah Robinsonreék® in the county of Northampton, yeoman,
beeing at this present in health of body and ohdaand perfect memory, praised bee Almighty God,
yet considering the brevity and uncertainty of thisrtall life, doe therefore for the settleing and
disposeing of that worldly estate, yet unsettlediclv God hath afforded mee, make ordaine and
appoynt this my last will and testament thereahanner following:

First | doe hereby give and bequeath unto my wellesl wife Elizabeth Robinson, two milch cowes of
my middle sort and tenne ewe sheep of my middlg and all those household goods which shee
brought with her att our marriage and noe more.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my daughtereAHarris, widow, the summe of five pounds of
lawfull money; And to her daughter Grace Harris gngnddaughter, twenty shillings.

Item, | doe give unto my sister Marriah Hedge, wiclbwenty shillings.

Item, | doe give unto my sister Sarah Robinsonpwidfive shillings, and to her sonne my kinsman
Robert Robinson, five shillings.

Item, | doe give unto my kinswoman Elizabeth Butfiue shillings, and to my kinswoman Priscilla
Hall five shillings.

Item, | doe give unto my kinsman Nehemiah Benmitrity shillings.

And all these said legacies | intend shall bee paidbf my personall estate att or within one yesert
after my decease by my executor and overseersftearaamed.

Item, | doe hereby give and devise unto my sonha Robinson and to the heires of his body lawfully
begotten, All that my one half yard land with thgpartenances, one quarterne thereof beeing called o
known by the name of Hall Land and the other quaetealled or known by the name of Heyne Land,
lyeing within the fields of Creeke aforesaid, amdvror late beeing in the tenure or occupation of
Thomas Slin, To hold the said halfe yard land \lith appurtenances thereunto beelonging unto him
my said sonne John Robinson and to the heiresdfddy lawfully beegotten and to bee beegotten for
ever. And for want of such issue, then and in iage | doe hereby further give and devise the said
halfe yard land with all appurtenances thereuntdrging unto my said daughter Alice Harris and to
the heires of her body lawfully beegotten and te beegotten, To hold the said one halfe yard land
with all appurtenances thereunto beelonging untarhesaid daughter Alice Harris and to the heires o
her body lawfully beegotten and to bee beegotteever. And for want of such heires, then to the
right heires of mee the said Nehemiah Robinsomver.

And alsoe | doe hereby give and bequeath unto mdysssmne John Robinson, All and singular my
moveable goods cattells chattells and personalteesf all kinds quicke and dead whatsoever,
unbequeathed, whom | doe hereby make ordaine gayapto bee the full and sole executor of this
my last will and testament, for the payment of neptd and legacies and dischargeing other expenses.
And | doe request desire and appoynt my welbeldsredds and neighbours Robert Watts and James
Harris of Creeke aforesaid yeomen to bee oversdahss my will and helping and assisting to my
executor in his minority, To the end that the ggadds may bee imployed for his use and benefitt
according to my meaneing.

And in case my said sonne shall depart this lifeteehee shall accomplish his full age of one and
twenty yeares, And not married, Then and in sucle cay full will intent and meaneing is, That my
foresaid daughter Alice Harris shall have all tbeds and chattells whatsoever which shall bee and
remain in the hand of my said sonne John Robinsaf any person to his use att the time of his
decease, If that my said daughter shall bee thefiveing. And att and after her decease, thenutly f
will and intent is that the heires of her body katégn shall have all the said goods and chattéitsd

for want of such heires of her body beegotten, thgrfull will and meaneing is, that all the saidogis
and chattells shall returne unto the right heifemee the said Nehemiah Robinson.

In witnes whereof | have sett my hand and seadethintieth day of May in the second yeare of the
raigne of our gracious Soveraign Lord and Lady M#ifl and Mary, by the grace of God king and
gueene of England Scotland France and Irelandndefe of the faith etc., Anno Domini 1690.
Nehemiah Robinson

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

Abraham Lee

Alice Sabin W  her mark

John Sabin

Probatum fuit ... 10 March 1690 [ie calendar yeg91] ... etc.

533. John Varnum of Crick, 1691 (PROB 11/415)

[The previous references to weavers in this sexdesrred in 1559, 1589 and 1614; a total of 4
references in all, including this one, is less th&#mof the total of over 500 wills during the petie and
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only two of these three previous entries were dlgttize wills of weavers. It seems a surprisintgiw
percentage, given the importance of weaving adtage-industry in this area at this period in tinte.
may perhaps imply that, either most weavers wdegively poor, or (more likely) that many of thelko
who made part of their income from weaving alsotkefew beasts and worked a small patch of land —
ie, weaving was probably not their sole means ppstt at this time.

This man, however, does declare himself to beldifne weaver. He is not wealthy, but he has a
decent amount of land — about 18-20 acres in tdtalyever, it is badly located in three very diéer
places, which suggests that he inherited it. Héably rents out this land to tenants since henbas

time enough to work it himself — and he now haditide it and break it up three ways, when even in
total it is only enough to support one family. eféfore he logically imposes the condition, that
whichever daughter dies first must leave her portibthe land back to her sisters. However, one
wonders whether this was really such a good salutiéor the imposed condition would surely have
made all three sisters relatively unmarriagealiteesfew suitors would have wanted a bride who
would lose her portion if she happened to die leefar sisters. From the text, it seems likely Higt

son Richard has left home, and is probably appredtsomewhere — it seems odd that he did not study
under his own father.]

In the name of god amen. The first day of ApréP1 according to the computation of the Church of
England, | John Varnum of Crick in the county afrthampton, weaver, being in perfect memory and
remembrance praised be God, doe make and ordéénmyHast will and testament in manner and
forme following, viz:

First | bequeath my soule into the hands of AllnygBod my maker, hoping that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ fySaviour and Redeemer to receive free pardon for
my sinns; and as for my body, to be buryed in &lam buriall at the discretion of my executrix
hereafter nominated.

Item, | doe give and bequeath unto my daughter Mamum, my house and half quartern of land,
paying thirty pound out of if which my half quanteof land is [tyed?] for.

Item, | give to my daughter Catherin Varnum onertgra of land lying in Rugby feild, paying out of i
eleven pounds to my daughter Elizabeth Varnum.

Item, | give to my daughter Elizabeth Varnum, ofese lying in Lillburn feild,upon condition afterym
debts and legacies are paid that she shall paymptsonn Richard Varnum out of my close in Lillburn
thirty shillings a yeare.

Item, it is my will that which of my three daughdeshall dye first without any heires, it is my vifiat
their parts shall return betwixt the other two dategs.

Item, | give to my three daughters, Mary Varnumth@an Varnum and Elizabeth Varnum, all my
household goods to be equally divided betwixt thkrae.

Item, | give to my daughter Elizabeth Varnum all bgoms and necessaries belonging to them, and
make her sole executrix of this my last will anstéenent, revoking all other wills and testaments.

In witness whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the day and yeare first above written.

Joh Varnum his mark.

Sealed and delivered in the presence of John B8atauell Fretter his mark, Thomas Beale.

Probatum fuit ... 10 July 1693 ... etc.

534. Richard Barrett of Crick, 1692 (N3 Book S F196)

[The 1674 Hearth Tax return for Crick lists Ricth&@arrett living in a taxed 1-hearth house, with a
blacksmith's 1-hearth forge next door to it. la #ame Hearth Tax return for Crick, Nicholas Kingst
and William Griffin are also listed as living inded 1-hearth houses with 1-hearth forge-shops next
door to them — the conclusion appears to be, tidadksmiths were living and working in Crick imet
1670s, and that all three men were evidently egrsirfficient that they were rated as able to pay th
Hearth Tax.

Eighteen years later in 1692, Richard Barrett idemtly still working as a blacksmith, and has
accumulated a modest estate to leave to his childigut that fact that he leaves his "house and!'lsm

his eldest son John implies that Richard Barrett alao working part-time as a husbandman. It seems
safe to conclude that Barrett's land did not amtwumntore than a quartern (7-8 acres) at most, asd w
perhaps only half a quartern — so that his wor& Bkcksmith was clearly taken on in order to
supplement his income enough to maintain himselftaa family.

These inferences are precisely confirmed by lookiack to the will of Edward Barrett of Crick in

1640 — he was the father of Richard Barrett. Edvigarrett owned only half a quartern of land — @bou
4 acres, which confirms the inference in the presiparagraph — and this was nowhere near enough to
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sustain a family; hence Edward also worked asptstrd for other wealthier men. From the inventory
of Edward Barrett, and from the description in\wi}, we saw that his son Richard had already get u
shop as a blacksmith in a 1-bay section of the,lmrd was working at least part-time at this tradie

his will, his father encouraged him to continuehathis work. That was back in 1640 — and so, we ca
see that by the time he made his will in 1692, RidrBarrett had in fact worked as a smith for aste

52 years. He must have been at least 68-70 y&hlyydhis time, and was evidently still workingdan

in reasonable health.]

In the name of God, amen. | Richard Barrett ofeReein the county of Northampton, blacksmyth,
being in health of body and perfect memory throtighmercy of God, yett considering the uncertainty
of this mortall life, do make this my last will atglstament in manner and form following, that isagy:
First and pricipally | resign my soul into the mghdl hands of allmighty God my creator, assuredly
hopeing through the merits of my blessed saviowbtain remission of all my sins; and my body |
commit to the earth whence it was taken, to bemtcburied by the discretion of my executor
hereinafter named.

And as for the worldly goods the Lord hath lent indispose thereof as folowes:

Imprimis | do give unto my eldest son John Baroett shilling out of my personall estate, in resgnect
is to enter upon my house and land at my deceasevgnant, and thereupon engaged by bond to pay
the summe of twenty pounds which | hereby disposeyt other children.

Item, | do give unto Richard Barrett one shillimg[that?] he hath received his portion already.

Item, | do give unto my son Edward Barrett the siamahten pounds, and likewise | do give unto my
son Edward Barrett all my tools and implementsrid kelonging to my shopp.

And as touching my cropp of graine and hay whiddldbe inned or groweing in the fields at the time
of my decease, my will is that my executrix shall&é and enjoy it unto hir own proper use.

All the rest of my goods chatell and chattells spdsed of, | do hereby give and bequeath unto my
daughter Elizabeth [Hoone?/Shaw?], whom | do makkappoynt my full and sole executrix of this
my last will and testament, for to demand and rec#ie money by the aforesaid bond and to pay the
same according to this my will, and further for tiecharge of debts and funerall expenses, which |
desire should be performed in Christian and decemtner, and | hereby utterly revoke all former svill
by me att any time heretofore made.

In witnesse whereof | have hereunto set my handsaatthis thirteenth day of January in the yeére o
our lord God one thousand six hundred ninety ared[i@ncalendar year 1692].

The marke of Richard Barrett [NB: his "mark" isli@wing of a key, very appropriate for a smith]
Signed sealed and published by the testator iprisgence of:

Robert Ellis

Natt Everard

Jonathan Mitchell

536. Frances M ason of Crick, 1692AD (N3 Book V, F159)

[This document does not actually set out to besavdl and testament, but merely a document
intending to record the bequest of a small piedamd. It gives no other information regarding thst
wishes of Frances Mason — and therefore it shoatiggroperly speaking be included in this series of
wills and testaments; however, it is clear that ttocument is meant to form part of Frances Mason'
ultimate will and testament, if and when this wasregpenned ... but perhaps she went on to die
intestate?]

In the name of God, amen. | Frances Mason of Grethe county of Northampton, widow, the relict
of John Mason late of Creeke aforesaid yeoman,adeck beeing at this present in health of body and
of sound and perfect memory, blessed bee Almiglugt, et considereing the brevity and uncertainty
of this mortall life, doe therefore for the settigiand disposeing of my one quarterne of a yard lan
with the appurtenances lyeing and beeing in tHddief Welford in the county aforesaid, accordiag t
my mind and desire dispose of the same as follaweth

| the said Frances Mason doe hereby give devisdagdeath unto my youngest sonne Thomas Mason
and to his heires and assignes for ever, All thasaid one quarterne of a yard land or fourth phrt

one yard land of arrable meadow pasture and goassed with all the appurtenances thereunto
beelonging or in any wise appertaineing, lying Beding in the fields and precincts of Welford as
aforesaid, And was given and devised unto meedigeFsances Mason and to my heires and assignes
for ever by my said late husband John Mason dedeasand by his last will and testament under his
hand and seale, As by the said will relation thetetad itt doth and may fully appeare, To havetand
hold the said one quarterne of a yard land or fopatrte of a yard land of arrable meadow pastude an
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grasse ground and all and singular the rights mesrdoed appurtenances whatsoever unto the said
devised quartern of a yardland belonging or in&ise appertaineing, unto him my said sonne Thomas
Mason and to his heires and assignes for evehd onely proper use and behoofe of him my said
sonne Thomas Mason and of his heires and assignesdr; yet nevertheless under this Proviso and
condition, and my full intent and meaneing is, Timgtsaid sonne Thomas Mason or his heires shall
and will well and truly pay for and in respect and of the said quarterne of land the full summe of
twenty pounds of lawfull money withn the space oé yeare next after my decease (that is to sag), th
summe of tenne pounds unto my sonne Edward Mastinhas heires whom hee shall appoynt to
receave itt; And the full summe of tenne pounds uny daughter Shusanna Harris the now wife of
Edward Harris or to her heires, without any negteatefusal of the payment of the said several
summes or any part thereof.

In witnesse whereof | have hereunto sett my haldsaale, the tenth day of June in the fourth yeare
the raigne of our gracious soveraigne Lord and MAdlliam and Mary, by the grace of God King and
Queene of England Scotland France and Irelandndefs of the faith etc., Anno Dom 1692.

Frances Mason Ill  her marke

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

William Buswell

Elizabeth Buswell + her marke

Abraham Lee

538. ThomasWinard of Crick, 1693 (PROB 11/421)

[This is the son of Edward Winnard of Crick, whaw# of 1667 appears earlier in this series. Thema
Winnard (or Winard) was already rector of Crick 1867, so he is evidently aged over 60 at the tifne
making this will.

The soul dedication of this will is of special irgst, departing as it does from all others in siaises of
transcripts. In particular it sheds a revealigipiupon the testator's interpretation of the &ct o
separation between soul and body at the time dhdehe evidently sees the body after death as
deprived of its heavenly content, yet still worfltny virtue of its former association with the imrtadr
soul) of respectful treatment. This seems to i@ new depth of scientific consideration abbet t
process of death ... and this new "scientific"ispilways enquiring after a greater revelationhef

truth, also seems apparent in the testator's esguiasish that God will bless his church with "ttuth
Such ideas and thoughts have not appeared hitinettics series ... and Thomas Winard probably

absorbed this way of thinking at his seminary g@lef St John Baptist in Oxford*.
(*"... Science had entered Oxford behind the Rardintary armies ...":God's Englishman; Oliver Cromwell and the
English Revolutiofy Christopher Hill, Penguin Books 1971, p251)

Thomas Winard was the executor of his father'sestéich was fairly large — and the 1674 Hearth
Tax survey shows "Mr Wynard" as living in the lasgbouse in Crick, with 8 hearths — yet he dessribe
himself here as owning only a small estate. Whgsdre say this?

The answer may lie in the "scientific" nature ofohtas Winard's theology. Though not a puritan — for
he appears to have taken over the church in Crigkn Stephen Fowler after the Great Ejectment of
1662 — he nevertheless styles himself "ministartj lais education was at Oxford's college of St John
Baptist — Oxford had been a centre of puritan thgpkince the 1570s.

On balance, it seems likely that Thomas Winard ddesbpresbyterian leanings — he was probably
abstemious in his own habits, like a puritan, baswoo scientific a christian to accept the singld
direct approach of earlier puritans, who believeat the second coming of Jesus would occur liggrall
that accumulation of wealth is no sin and that @ivdctly rewards those who believe and trust in Him
and work hard and accumulate riches. This led thierefore, to refrain from any kind of ostentation

in fact it appears later in the will that he hassiderable property and money, but he does not boas
about it.

This deduction about Winard's charitable natusiggested again in his extremely generous beqtiest o
£20 to the poor of Crick — contrast this, for exden with the niggardly 20s left to the poor of
Braunston by the much richer Richard Burdon, praé®raunston, in 1690 above.

Note that the monetary unit "one guinea" makeBrasappearance in the text of this will.]

In the name of god amen. | Thomas Winard, unwolMiister of Christ and Rector of Crick in the
county of Northampton, being of a sound mind, witsincere hart make and constitute this my lagt wil
and testament as followeth:

Imprimis | commend my soule into the hands of Ged daithfull creator, beseeching him to cleanse it
in the blood of his deare sonn and to make itditbe partaker of the Inheritance with the Saintéght.
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My body after its seperation from the soule | comth&o Christian buriall with the prayers of the
church which God of his mercy bless with peacetautth now and ever.

My temporall estate being but small, | disposet afifolloweth:

Imprimis to St John Baptist's College in Oxford wéé&had my education, twenty pounds.

Item, to the poore of Crick where | am now Rectaenty pounds, to be disposed of to them by the
Minister and Churchwardens in four equal paymauyen the two Christmas days and the two good
frydays which shall happen next after the time gfdacease.

Item, to my brother in law Mr Thomas Porter of Long halfe the rents of those my houses on the Bank
side over against Black fryers in London dureingltie; and the other halfe of the said rentsde b

paid to my two neeces Mary Saunders and Katherma8y dureing the life of my said brother Porter,
and at his decease the said houses to bee soutdeantbneys equally divided amongst my three
neeces the said Mary Saunders, my neece Mary aifadmas Lawrence, and the aforesaid Katherine
Boundy.

Item, to my cousen John Winard who formerly livedhwnee, five pounds.

Item, to my cousen William Winard brother to thé@s#ohn Winard, a Guinnea.

Item, to my cousen Daniell Ryley of London, a G@anand to his two sonns by my cousen Anne, each
of them a Guinnea.

Item, to my cousen Anne Griffin who formerly livadth mee, forty shillings.

Item, to my godson John Allen if living at the timE&my death, five pounds.

Item, to my godson Thomas Harrison, to my gods@méis Edwards, and to my godson Francis Ives
and to my godson John [Holhead?] and every of tagbuinnea.

And to Elizabeth Smith formerly my servant, a G@an

Item, | give to Edward Chandler, Leonard Cheynélpias Maggot and Thomas Haly, every of them
tenn shillings.

Item, | give to my cousin Thomas Winnard tenn paund

Item, | give to my sisters in law Mary and Sarakiilas, each of them a Guinnea to buy rings.

Item, I give all the rest of my estates, goodstefiatdebts etc., my owne debts funreall charges an
these legacies aforesaid paid, to my loveing witetlh Winard, and making her my sole executrix, she
quitting her Right or Claime to any part of my hesisn London aforesaid from the time of my death
for ever.

And | doe hereby constitute my cousin Thomas Hanrfellow of Sidney College in Cambridge and
my cousin Thomas Winnard aforesaid the trusteg¢si®imy last will and testament, leaving to my said
cousen Thomas Harrison to buy mourning the sumnfieepounds.

In witness hereof | have hereunto set my hand aatk ghis nine and twentieth day of August in the
yeare of Our Lord one thousand six hundred nineti/three.

Thomas Winard.

Subscribed sealed and acknowledged by the said Mand/as his last will and testament in the
presence of us, Thomas Harrison, Mary Nicolas, ISHiaolas.

Probatum fuit ... 17 March 1693 [ie calendar yeg94] .. etc.

541. Francis Dunckley of Crick, 1694AD (N3 Book T, F30)

[Francis Dunckley appears to be a relatively yoomram — probably no more than 40, and maybe as
young as 30. He has inherited half a yardlandhbudoes not seem to have been able to make s la
pay, which seems odd at first sight, since 15 aisrptenty of land on which to maintain a wife amtk
child. He owns what appears to be a freehold house

The 1674 Hearth Tax lists Edward Dunckley livingaiB-hearth taxed house, and Francis Dunckley
living in a 2-hearth taxed house. They were proptie sons of the prosperous yeoman Robert
Dunckley (see his will of 1647 earlier in this &) — but it is Francis Dunckley in the 2-heartbhd®

who concerns us here, for his will dated 1681 (ak® earlier) shows clearly that he is the fathéne
present testator. Francis is the third son of fmms and three daughters — his elder brothertvestce
sizeable bequests, and even Francis received Bguapf good land, which had been 'his grandfather
inheritance' — so clearly, since his grandfather fraspered, we see that the land bequeathed haisra
must have been good land and capable of yieldipropfi.

So, why did Francis apparently fail to make higllgay, so that he was saddled with large debts in
16947 The answer can almost certainly be sedreimwill of his father Francis Dunckley (1681), wic
states that his bequest of the 2 quarterns to yBuagcis was upon condition, "that my said sonne
Francis Dunckley and his heires doe and shall paypbthe said halfe yard land unto my two youngest
daughters namely Alice Dunckley and Sarah Dunciieysumme of twenty pounds to each of them ten
pounds apeece when they shall accomplish theirakeges of one and twenty yeeres".
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It seems very likely that the financial burden adeting these conditions was what crippled Francis
financially. It just goes to show what difficultievere caused for the children of a large familying
to the often unreasonable demands of their paneitks'— in effect, the children were made to pay f
the irresponsibly large families and grandiose plafitheir parents.]

In the name of God, amen. | Francis Dunckley a€lCrin the county of Northampton, being weak in
body but in perfect sense and memory, doe ordaidevake this my last will and testament as
followeth:

Imprimis | give and bequeath unto my loving breémeihomas Killworth and John Wright, whom |
apointe soule executors of this my last will argtaenent, all my house and whomstall [ie homestall]
being or lying in Crick, with the appurtenanceséumto belonging, to them and their heires for ever
Also my two quarterns of a yardland commonly caltaine Land, to them and their heires for ever.
Item, my will is that my executors shall make safleny house and land above named, for the discharge
of all my debts and funeral expenses, or so mudhasf will pay my debts and funeral expenses.

Item, | give unto my executors above named all enspnal estate whatsoever, and the remainder of
house or land or personal estate or any part thafess my debts are discharged.

| give the use or profitt thereof of house or lamgersonal estate towards the maintenance of gy wi
and my son Edward, that is to say, for my wife thgéer life, then that which remains whether house
or land or personal estate | give unto my son Edvaad his heires for ever; but if my son shalirdy

his minoryty, then | give the same unto my brothdward's children and their heires for ever.

The marke of X  Francis Dunckly

Signed sealed and published, March the 4th in tlae $693 [ie calendar year 1694], in the presefice o
Christopher Clarke

John O Dunckly his marke

542. Thomas Newitt of Crick, 1694AD (N3 Book W, F220)

[The 1674 Hearth Tax lists both Richard Newitt 8ittbmas Newitt, each living in separate 1-hearth
untaxed houses in the poorer section of the villayamong the other untaxed houses are listed 2
Vaus/Vaux families, which probably explains thegenmece of Elizabeth Vause as one of the withesses
to this will.]

In the name of God, amen. December the 5th 16BAgimas Newitt of Crick in the county of
Northampton, labourer, being weak in body but pE#ect and disposing memory, blessed be God for
the same, do make and ordaine this my last willtasthment in manner and forme following:

First and above all things, | bequeath my soule ihe hands of Almighty God my maker and
redeemer, and my body to the earth from whencanitec

Imprimis | give unto my son Samuel Newitt twentyllitgs of money, due to be paid within two
months after the decease of my wife, and one surpli

Item, | give unto Thomas Newitt my son twenty shdk, due to be paid within two months after
decease of my wife, and one coat and a coffer.

And there is likewise borrowed of my son Samuel Meand Thomas Newitt £1-12s, which is to be
restored again at the feast of Saint Mychael nestiag.

Item, | give unto my son John's children of [Badly®nty shillings amongst them, each one having an
equall part att such time as they com to one amatywears of age apece.

Item, | give unto Dorothy Newitt at Badby the suftem shillings, due to be paid within two months
after the decease of my wife.

Item, | give unto Elizabeth Newitt my wife the surfifive pounds.

Item, | give and bequeath unto Henry Newitt my sgnom | make and ordaine my sole executor, all
my goods and my house and homesteed, to the saig lded his heires for ever, or to his executors
administrators and assignes.

In wittness whereof | have hereunto sett my harttissall, the day and year first above written.

The marke of T Thomas Newitt

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

The marke of O Thomas Newitt jun.

The marke of T  Elixabeth Vause

John Newitt

547. John Perkins of Crick, 1697AD (N3 Book T, F221)
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[This will, judging from the abruptness of its dia§ and lack of any of the customary prefaces or
formula, was evidently written in a great hurrylmast certainly triggered by the sudden illnessatin
Perkins, or perhaps by some sudden fatal accident.

A John Perkins is listed in the 1674 Hearth Tavn@gipying a 1-hearth taxed house in Crick ; also
listed in Crick is Jacob Perkins, living in a segia untaxed 1-hearth cottage.]

I John Perkins of the parish Crick in the courftjNorthampton, having my senses, blessed be God, do
leave to my dear wife Elizabeth Perkins the thirtyind that is in the hands of Mr Edmund Bateman of
Guilsborough.

Item, | do give to the said Elizabeth ten pound k@ her own custody.

Item, | do leave all my goods and chattels, my slelod funeral charges being first payd, to be égual
divided between my dear wife and my two loving da&egs Mary Smith and Rebeccah Perkins.

And | do appoint my loving son John Smith of Yebedtrin the county of Northampton to be the
executor of this my last will and testament.

In witnes whereof | have hereunto set my mark eélésenth day of August 1697.

P John Perkins his mark

Signed and sealed in the presnec of us:

Richard Blechyndon

Richard Drayson

Chrystopher Clarke

548. Mary Killworth of Crick, 1698AD (N3 Book V, F282)

[The 1674 Hearth Tax lists 3 separate Kilworth figrhbuseholds in Crick — those of Lawrence
Kilworth the elder (innkeeper of The Sabers Howgi#) 6 hearths, Lawrence Kilworth his son with 5
hearths, and John Kilworth with 2 hearths. Thigar Mary Kilworth is the widow of Lawrence
Kilworth the elder, and therefore the mother of kemce Kilworth the younger.

Annoyingly, all that appears to survive of Mary Iibrth's will is a separate appendix/codicil to it,
which reads as follows.]

| Mary Killworth of Crick in the county of Northapton, widow, am well satisfied with all things
mentioned in my will dated the seventeenth day @fédnber 1691; except a legacy of five pounds
given to Elisha Cox — instead of five pounds | g three pounds; and except a legacy of five
pounds given to Sarah Killworth — instead of fivamipds | give her three pounds, to bee paid by my
executors mentioned in my will.

Item, | give unto my good friend Mrs Hanson of Wirfie Winwick] a yonn [iron?] and a peticoat and
a sute of linen cloths.

Signed sealed and published to be part of her d@huary the fifteenth 1697 [ie calendar year 1698]
Mary W  Killworth her mark

John Tarrey

Edward Whitmell

William Whitmell

[The reduction in her two bequests, from £5 eadtBteach, is probably because she has survived a

further 6 years and 2 months since writing her,\sifid therefore her cash resources will have dwiad|
as she gradually ate into them.]

549. Mabel Hails of Crick, 1698 (N3 Book L F207)

[This is the widow of Thomas Hales/Hails the hugsbraan, whose will dated 1689 appears earlier in
this series.]

In the name of God, amen. | Mabell Hailes of Crickthe county of Northampton, widdow, being
aged and infirm but of sound and disposeing mirdiraemory blessed be God, doe make and ordaine
my last will and testament in manner following (tisato say):

First and principally | commend my sould into thents of Almighty God, relying wholly on the

meritts death and passion of my blessed redeersas &hrist for the remission of my sins.

And my temporall estate | dispose of as followeth:
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Imprimis | give devise and bequeath unto my codgiomas Aris the elder of Duston in the county of
Northampton, shopkeeper, All that my one half cerawt of a yard land lying and being in Duston
aforesaid, with all profitts commaodities and appngnces whatsoever thereunto belonging, for and
dureing the term of his naturall life. And imedilgtfrom and after his decease | give and devise th
same unto my cousin Thomas Aris the younger, sdheo$aid Thomas Aris the elder, and the heires
males of his body lawfully to be begotten. Andant of such issue | give and devise the same and
every part and parcell thereof to Edward Aris beotfo the said Thomas Aris the elder and to hisekei
and assignes for ever.

Item, | give and bequeath unto my sister White tyehillings, To my cousin Moses Clarke the
younger forty shillings, To [my cousin?] Alice Pantwenty shillings, To my cousin Susannah
[Dickinson?] twenty shillings, To my cousin Sarahisqfive?] pounds, and to Elizabeth Watts daughter
of John Watts of Cricke aforesaid twenty shillingdlj which legacies | appoint to be paid by my
executor within one yeare after my decease.

Item, all the rest and residue of my [....] botalrand personall not hereinbefore by me bequeathgd
debts legacies and funerall expenses being paidiaodarged out of the same, | give and bequeath to
my said cousin Edward Aris, whom | do hereby cangtiand appoint sole executor of this my will,
which | publish and declare to be my last will dastament hereof, revokeing all other wills by me
heretofore att any time made.

In wittnes whereof | have hereunto sett my handsaade, the eleaventh day of May Anno Domini
1698, And in the tenth yeare of the raigne of mwesaigne Lord William the third, by the grace adds
of England Scotland France and Ireland king, defeinfithe faith etc.

Signed sealed published and declared by the abmwedtestator as her last will and testament in the
presence of us:

Martha Winnard

Thomas Killworth

Richard [Bradley?]

Probatum fuit ... 17 May 1698 ... etc.

550. Edward Clarke of Crick, 1698AD (N3 Book X, F140)

[This will, in addition to giving further helpfulata on names within part of the open fields, aleons

(in a brief passing cameo) something more of thearaof John Tarry, whom we have met earlier in
this series of transcripts — by now Tarry is styllimself as "mercer" (NB: if he is using thisrtein

its strict sense, he must have been connectedhdttvool trade — of the 12 great Livery Companies o
London in the 1500s and 1600s, the greatest wasthiae Mercers, who since 1347 had controlled the
export of English wool and cloth) — and of his gigaonnection with the purchase and sale of land in
the parish. In this case Tarry is being askedt@s agent and trustee for the sale of Edwarck€gr
land after Clarke's death. This all tends to sagget the nature of Tarry's work as a mercer may
perhaps have included occasional work as a lanat agend such would be consistent with his earlier
career as an engrosser.

The will also suggests a possible connection betWeery and the shoemaker Christopher Clarke.
Incidentally, it would seem that this Christophdai®e is not directly related to Edward Clarke —
though they probably share a common ancestor 3yenédrations back.

With at least 7 quarterns of land, Edward Clarks alaarly a prosperous man; but with (apparently)
no surviving children to whom to leave his estatehad no option but to sell 3 quarterns of the lan
that he had worked hard to build up, and to splithe remaining 4 quarterns between his 15 nephews
and nieces — so they would receive about 2 acids da short, we are withessing the complete break
up of a very useful and profitable estate of 5@adnto such tiny parcels as would be of littlectical
benefit to its owners.

The Hearth Tax survey of 1674 lists Edward Clarkéivang in a 3-hearth taxed house, which is
consistent with the above interpretation of his-ktyle.]

In the name of God, amen. | Edward Clarke of Grickthe county of Northampton, yeoman, being
(blessed be God) responsible though at presentengzadk infirme in body, do make and ordaine my last
will and testament as followeth:

Imprimis | comend my soule to Almighty God my ci@atrelying on the meritorious death and passion
of my blessed redeemer for the remission of allsing; my body | commit to decent buriall at the
discretion of my executors hereafter named. Andemporall estate | dispose of as followeth:

Page 123



Selected West Northamptonshire Wills: 1500-1700 Transcribed by G.W. Hatton, 2003/05

First | give devise and bequeath to my trusty filedohn Tarry of Cricke aforesaid, mercer, and
Christopher Clarke of Cricke aforesaid, cordewayAdrthat my one half yard land of Hall Land with
th'appurtenances in Cricke aforesaid, and allnhabne quarterne of a yard land of Plowman's land
commonly distinguished by the name of Lanke Sladegy with all profitts comodities and
appurtenances thereunto belonging, To hold to thensaid John Tarry and Christopher Clarke their
heires and assignes for ever; In trust neverthelest they the said John Tarry and Christopherk€la
and the survivor of them and the heires and assighsuch survivor, shall and will with as much expe
as may be after my decease sell and dispose sattidalfe yard land of Hall Land and the said peec
called Plowman's Land and every parte and pateetebf with th'appurtenances, at as good Bales as
can be gotten for the same, to any person or petbay shall thinke fitt, and to the heires andges

of such person and persons.

And by and with the monies that shall be paiedumhssale, shall in the next place fully satisfid aay
all such just debts as shall be by me oweing atytiime of my death to any person or persons
whatsoever;

And in the next place, thay they my said Trustéed and will pay out of the said purchase money th
summe of fifty pounds of lawfull English money irmammer and forme following (that is to say): twenty
pounds thereof to my cosen Hannah Wakelin, tweatynds more thereof to my cosen John Wakelin,
and ten pounds residue thereof to their sister grd/akelin, which three several summes | appaint t
be paid to them the said Hannah Wakelin, John Vifakeld Dorothy Wakelin within three months next
after the decease of Ann my wife, or as soon aftedeath as my said wife shall decree and appoint,
she my said wife being to receive the interestinorkase thereof till the same shall be so paid.

And the surplus and remaining part of the said lpase money, after the payment of my debts and the
said fifty pounds, | give and bequeath as followéhtht is to say:

One third parte thereof to my sister Elizabeth [B&®Towne?], another third parte to the foure
children of my late deceased sister Anne Lord tedpgally divided amongst them, and the other third
parte thereof | give and bequeath to my sister NlRopne?/Towne?], hereby willing and appointing
my said Trustees to dispose such surplusage aralmigm part of the said purchase money (if any)
accordingly.

Item, | give devise and bequeath all that my megswa tenement and one yard land of Heyne Land in
Cricke aforesaid, and all other my lands not del/tsebe sould, to the said Anne my wife for and
dureing her naturall life; and imediately from aafter her decease, | give devise and bequeath the
same as followeth, that is to say:

| give devise and bequeath one full third partegbgwith th'appurtenances to my sister Elizabeth
[Boone?/Towne?] for her life, and after her decdadweer four children and their heires, to be elgual
divided amongst them.

One other third parte thereof with th'appurtenanggge devise and bequeath to the four children of
my said deceased sister Ann Lord and to their b@ingl assigns for ever, to be equally divided arsiong
them.

And th'other third parte thereof | give and beghaatmy said sister Mary [Boone?/Towne?] for and
dureing her naturall life; and after her decetsdger seaven children their heires and assignevier,
equally to be divided amongst them.

Item, | give and bequeath all my goods chatellsgardonall estate to my said wife Ann Clarke, to be
wholly at her owne disposal, desireing onely myeial expenses out of the same, not doubting Heat t
land herein before appointed to be sould will fuditisfie my debts and all such charges and expense
as my said Trustees shall be at in the sale thendich | appoint in the first place to be deframd of
the purchase money.

Item, | constitute and appoint my said wife sole@xrix of this my will, which | publish and dectato
be my last will and testament, hereby revokingtier wills by me made.

In wittnes whereof to this my will and testamentwo sheets of paper | have hereunto sett my hand
and seale, the seaventeenth day of May Anno Dor8,186%1 in the tenth yeare of the raigne of King
William the third, now King of England etc.

Edward Clarke

Signed sealed published and declared by the sstatde as his last will and testament in the presen
of us:

Thomas Whitmell

Thomas Kilworth

John [Carrite?]

B. Bradley

Probatum fuit ... 15 June 1700 ... etc.
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552. ThomasHarrisof Crick, 1699AD (NR1 Book X, F201)

[A well to do butcher, Thomas Harris has two houseSrick, and one of them appears to have a
substantial set of outbuildings, to judge by thet fhat it includes a gatehouse (typical of theetgp
enclosed farmstead that is often mentioned earlithtis series of transcripts).

Since the 1674 Hearth Tax makes no mention of aaryigifamily in Crick, it seems that this testator
has arrived in the village subsequently — andigh&sipported by his use of the phrase "... Cridien |
now dwell ...". The 1674 Hearth Tax listed onerdétarris living in a 4-hearth house in Kilsby, who
may perhaps be related to this testator. All initdlooks as though this testator has prospered
elsewhere (probably in the sheep or cattle busjrimfere coming to settle in Crick, there to invieist
money in acquiring property and setting up a bussires a slaughterer and butcher.]

In the name of God, amen. The fourth day of Novemnib the year of our lord Christ one thousand six
hundred ninety and nine, | Thomas Harris the ebd&rick in the county of Northampton, butcher,
being indifferent well of body and of sound andfper minde and memory praised be God, considering
that death is certaine to all butt the time thexrgufertaine, to the intent my lands and persorstdite

may after my decease be disposed in such manheleage without contention, doe make my last will
and testament as followeth:

First and principally | bequeath my soule to theeyef God that gave itt, and my body to the etoth

be buryed in decent manner att the discretion oErgcutrix hereafter named.

And as for that worldly estate which it hath pleh&wod of his mercy to intrust me with, | give and
dispose thereof as followeth:

Imprimis | will that all my debts which | justly csvto any person or persons whatsoever shall be paid
and satisfied by my executrix hereafter named,rapdunerall expenses and the charge of the proving
and execution of this my last will and testameratlidhe likwise satisfied and paid by my executrix
hereafter named.

Item, I give and bequeath unto my son Edward Haone shilling to be paid by my executrix hereafter
named.

Item, all that my messuage cottage or tenementtivlappurtenances in Crick aforesaid wherein | now
dwell and inhabitt, and all other the lands, tenetsiehereditaments and premisses with their and/eve
of their appurtenances in Crick aforesaid, and imomy owne possession, | doe hereby give devise and
bequeath unto my loveing and welbeloved wife S&tatris for and dureing the terme of her naturall
life; And from and after her decease | doe hegileg devise and bequeath the same premisses with th
appurtenances unto my son John Harris, upon condity said son John Harris shall within six months
next after the decease of my loveing and welbeloviéel Sarah well and truly pay or cause to be paid
unto my three daughters Emma Harris, Elizabethisland Rebecca Harris the summe of ten pounds
apeice; and also doe and shall quietly and pedcpealmitt and suffer my said daughters Emma
Elizabeth and Rebecca to have the shop and thebelraouer the gatehouse part of the messuage
cottage or tenement hereinbefore mentioned, awndpgigiledge to fetch water from the well belonging
to this tenement, for and dureing the terme ofrthafurall lives, and the naturall life of the l@mdiver

of them (if they keepe themselves sole and unmd)ryBut if he refuse or neglect soe to doe, thgn m
will and meaneing is, and | doe hereby will andldes; that my said daughters Emma Elizabeth and
Rebecca shall have hold and enjoy the said messadigge or tenement and premisses with the
appurtenances hereinbefore mentioned, for andmiytbe terme of their naturall lives and the life o

the survivor of them; and from and after theireeses and the decease of the survivor of them, Then
doe give devise and bequeath all the aforesaidipsesiwith their and every of their appurtenances
unto my said son John Harris and to his heiresaasdjnes for ever.

Item, all that my other cottage or tenement with dippurtenances in Crick aforesaid, now in the
occupation of my said son Edward Harris and whitelidly purchased of and from one John [Malser?]
and others, | doe hereby give devise and bequedthnoy son Thomas Harris and to his heires and
assignes for ever.

Lastly, all the rest of my goods cattell chattelédts money household goods and all other my
substance and personall estate whatsoever unbbgdeatioe hereby give and bequeath unto my
loving and well-beloved wife Sarah Harris, whomaka full and sole executrix of this my last willdan
testament, revoaking and adnulling all former walfsl testaments by me heretofore made.

In wittness whereof | have hereunto sett my harmtissrale, the day and yeare first above written.
Thomas Harris

Signed, sealed, published and declared in the press:

Thomas Bromwich

John Bromwich

The marke of R Richard Greene
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Edmund Bromwich

553. John Watts senior of Crick, 1700 (N3 Book W F177)

[The 1674 Hearth Tax survey for Crick lists Jodtts living in a 3-hearth taxed house, John Watts
senior (this present testator) in a 2-hearth tdade, and John Watts junior in another 2-hearidta
house. The will of Jonas Watts dated 1663, whjgtears earlier in this series, shows that he hae th
sons — Robert, John and Richard in order of birimd-that Richard inherited the main share of Jonas
estate.

It seems possible that Richard Watts may haveidi#itk interim, and that some of his estate mayhav
passed to his younger brother John — but thid spakulative, and a more thorough attempt must be
made on this family tree, by studying the wholeugrof Watts family wills for Crick plus the evidem

of the parish registers.]

In the name of god amen. The twenty third dayedirbary 1699/1700 according to the computation of
the Church of England, | Senior John Watts of Crinkhe County of Northampton, yeoman, being
weak of body but of a perfect memory and rememleapi@ised be God do make and ordain this my
last will and testament in manner and form follogvinz:

Imprimis | bequeath my soul into the hands of AlhtigGod my maker, hoping that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ fySeviour and Redeemer to receive free pardon and
forgiveness of all my sins and as for my body tdbged at the discretion of my executors hereafter
nominated.

Item | give unto my daughter Frances Watts the stitwenty pounds to be paid her when she leaves
her brother Thomas Watts and if she should livéa Wér brother so long as life lasts, then she i@
the twenty pounds to dispose of to any of her iaiat

Item | give unto my daughter Frances Watts theibele parlour with the furniture belonging to it.
Item | give to my daughter Elizabeth Plumpton thef five shillings.

Item | give to my daughter Ruth Watts the sum té&n pounds to be paid her two years after my
decease.

Item | give to my daughter Deborah Watts the suffifigen pounds to be paid to her three years after
my decease.

Item | give unto my daughter Ann Watts the sumiftéé€n to be paid unto her four years after my
decease and in case any of the three, Ruth Wattsgrah Watts, Ann Watts should die unmarried,
either before or after their portions are due thah their said portion is given to my son Thomaatte/
Item | give to my son John Watts the little closgghased of Samuel Langley, he paying of the bond
lying in John Sabin's hand.

And all the rest of my household goods | give elyual be divided between my three daughters Ruth
Watts, Deborah Watts and Ann Watts.

Item | give to my son Thomas Watts one quarteriaind and the bed he lies in and furniture belonging
to it with all the rest of my stock, crop, goodbattels, and all other "employments" belonging to
husbandry whatsoever, upon condition he shall jagyyadebts and legacies whatsoever and | make
him my sole Executor of this my last will and testnt, revoking all other wills and testaments.

In witness whereof | have hereunto set my handsaadithe day and year first above written.

John Watts

Signed, sealed and published in the presence of us

Thomas Flin

Charles Walsh

Nath. Killworth

554. Robert Dunckly of Crick, 1701 (N3 Book X F169)

[Note the pronunciation of "Abraham Devonshire™Abraham Denshire" — just one more example of
how surnames were gradually altered by local dialec

It is a pity that Robert Dunckly did not troublegive his exact relationship to the many other Ddys
listed among his bequests; but since he gave @eradily more to his sister, it seems likely thdtn]o
Jeremiah, Edward and Elizabeth Dunckly were niacesnephews or cousins rather than his own
direct descendants.

One thing seems clear — namely, that this tesisitbie eldest son of the yeoman Francis Dunckley of
Crick, whose will dated 1681 appears earlier is #@ries. And from the will of his father it mag b
possible to work out some of the above relatiorship
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His relationship to John Harbert senior is clearljiose one — though the exact kinship is unclear.]

In the name of god amen. | Robert Dunckly of Ciitkhe county of Northampton, sheaperd, being
weakly in body but of sound and perfect memorygadibe Almighty God, doe make and ordaine and
appoynt this my last will and testament of that ilgrestate which God hath lent me, in maner
following:

First | doe give and devise unto my kinsman Johrbeldt senior my house and whomstead and all
appurtances to it belonging, to him and his hdmegver, he paying out of it to his three childisamd

to his kinsman Thomas Harbertt the sum of ten p@pwice, to be paid whithin one yeare after my
decease.

Item, | doe give to my sister Hannah Dunckly thensaf ten shillings.

Item, | doe give to Abraham Denshire and his wliie $um of ten shillings apeice.

Item, | doe give to Robert Denshire the sum of tweshillings.

Item, | doe give to Jeremiah Dunckly, Edward Dugckhd Elizabeth Dunckly the sum of twenty
shillings apeice.

Item, | doe give to John Dunckly the sum of foritylliings.

Item, | doe give to John Dunckly's three childreseity shillings apeice.

Item, | doe give to Richard Harbertt senior the sfrthree pounds.

Item, | doe give to my sister Elizabeth Wells ard $on William Wells twenty pound apeice, and for
my sister Elizabeth Wells for to have the use ollidfh Wells' twenty pound for her life.

Item, | doe give to my kinsman William Wells all nareing apparrell and cloth, with a cubard, press,
and a brass pan.

And it is my will that my fouregoeing leagaces $hal paid within one yeare after my decease.

And all the rest of my goods chatell and chattefibequeathed | doe give to my welbeloved kinsman
John Harbertt senior, whom | make ordaine and amipine full and soule executor of this my last will
and testament.

In wittness whereof | have heareunto sett my hantblsgale, the twenty first day of Aprill in the titie
yeare of the raigne of our soveraign lord Willigma fThird, by the grace of God king of England
Scotland France and Ireland, defender of the faith, Anno Dom 1700.

Robert Dunckly J his mark

Signed sealed and published in the presence of:

Thomas T  Waile his marke

John Beale

Thomas Beale

555. Robert Aby of Crick, 1704 (N3 Book W F55)

[No references appear to any other Aby familieh&é1674 Hearth Tax, or in any earlier wills insthi
series. The logical inference is that this testst@ landless wanderer, who has settled in Cquke
recently, purchased a small cottage with a littteftof land, and takes work wherever he can find i
He mentions several brothers and sisters, bueinsdikely that most or all of them live elsewhere.
He leaves his house to his wife, and after hertdiéédd to go to his nephew — so long as his nephasv
paid 20s per year to support his wife while shediva good arrangement, and indicates that he was
thinking very clearly when he made this will.]

In the name of god amen. The sixth day of Janli@® [ie calendar year 1704], according to the
computation of the church of England, | Robert Af\Crick in the county of Northampton, labourer,
being of perfect memory and remembrance praiseg@éldat doe make and ordaine this my last will and
testament in manner and forme following.

Imprimis | bequeath my soule into the hands of Ajinty God my maker, hoping that through the
meritorious death and passion of Jesus Christ rely@aviour and redeemer to receive free pardon and
forgiveness of all my sins; and as for my bodyhédburied in Christian buriall at the discretidmuy
executor hereafter nominated.

Item, | give unto my brother William Aby the sumteh shillings.

Item, | give unto each of my brother William Abgkildren twelve pence.

Item, | give unto my brother Henery Aby's thredldtan, twelve pence apeece.

Item, | give devise and bequeath unto my lovingeviifary Aby all that my dweling house in which |
now dwell, with all profitts comodities and th'apf@nances thereunto belonging, dureing the terme of
her naturall life; and imediately after her deegdgjive devise and bequeath all that my said kitvgel
house with all the appurtenances thereunto belgngimo my cusen John Aby son of my brother John
Aby and Jane his wife, to him and his heires asigas for ever, Upon condition that my cusen John
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Aby last above mentioned shall pay or cause toaie ynto my loving wife the sum of twenty shillings
by the yeare dureing the term of tenn yeres neat afy decease, in case my said wife shall live so
long. But if my cusen John Aby doth not pay upemdnd or cause to be paid the said twenty shillings
by the yere, according to the true meaning andhiritereof, Then after my wife's decease, my said
house above mentioned shall returne to my nexehmidaw.

Item, | give to my said wife, whom | make the extecwof this my last will and testament, all my gsod
chattel and catell, houses bonds or bills or debtstsoever unbequeathed, upon trust that shee shall
pay all my debts, legacies and funerall expenses.

In wittness whereof | have hereunto put my handseale, the day and yere above writen.

Robert Aby R his mark

Signed sealed and published in the presnec of us:

John [....shire]

Thomas Baxter

Christopher Clarke

556. Richard Wright of Crick, 1705 (N3 Book W F8)

[This testator is almost certainly not relatedite yeoman Edmund Wright of Crick whose 1686 will
appears above. Nor is he a son of the relativety Richard Wright the carpenter, whose will (also
dated 1686) appears earlier — for that earlier &tWright stated that he had "4 small children” in
1686; and if the present testator were his somydwdd be only in his mid to late twenties at tlaiter
date — but he is actually married (wife deceasatt) asgrown-up daughter and several other grown
children, so he clearly cannot be the son of thkeedrichard; and with the same name, he is dgual
clearly not his brother. The only possible conidnsis that this is another quite separate brari¢he
Wright family.]

In the name of god amen. | Richard Wright of Ciiicithe county of Northampton, t[aylor?], being
waeke in body but of sound and perfect memory pdairee Almighty God, doe make ordaine and
appoynt this my last will and testament of that idigrestate which God hath lent me, in manner
following:

First | doe give and devise unto my daughter EkthatWright of Crick aforesaid, spinster, and to her
heires and assignes, all that my cottage houseitk &foresaid wherein | now dwell, with the yamba
backside and all appurtenances whatsoever unteaftiecottage beelonging or appertaineing, to have
and to hold the said cottage house yard and bazksith the rights members and appurtenances unto
my said daughter Elizabeth Wright and to her heares assignes for ever.

Item, | doe give to my son John Wright one shilling

Item, | doe give to my son Joseph Wright one siglli

Item, | doe give to my daughter Mary Wright onéllsig.

Item, | doe give and bequeath all the rest of myeable goods cattells and chattells and personall
estate quicke and dead of what kind soever unbéueetd doe hereby give and bequeath unto unto my
foresaid daughter Elizabeth Wright, whom | makeadrd and appoynt the full and sole executor of this
my last will and testament, for payment of my légaand discharge of my funerall expenses, and |
utterly reclayme and revoke all former wills by made.

In wittness whereof | have hereunto sett my hamtissale, the twentyeth fourth day of January in the
third yeare of the raigne of our soveraign lady Amrthe grace of God Queen of England, Scotland,
France and Ireland, defender of the faith etc.,cAbom 1704/5 [ie calendar year 1705].

Richard Wright  his mark

Sealed and delivered in the presence of:

Thomas Beale

John H Harbertt his marke

John Beale

Page 128



